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REPORT BY THE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE EXECUTIVE 

BOARD A T THE TWENTY-FOURTH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY 

Inasmuch as most if not all members of the Executive Board were present at the Twenty-

fourth World Health Assembly, my report will be brief, highlighting a few actions of the 

Assembly which have special relevance to the work of the Board. We very much regret the 

absence during the last week of the other Board representative - and former Chairman of t. Ы： 

Board, Dr Juricic, who had to depart from Geneva early due to a family emergency. 

The programme and budget proposals of the Organization occupied an important part of the 

discussions at the Twenty-fourth World Health Assembly. When the forty-seventh session of 

the Board considered this item, concern was expressed over the abnormal increase in government 

assessments which would result due to the action taken by the United Nations General Assembly 

with respect to salaries for professional and ungraded posts. While the Board approved the 

effective working budget proposed by the Director-General, it recommended to the Assembly 

that $ 2 ООО 000 of casual income be used to help finance the programme, and asked the 

Director-General to search for additional savings to lessen the impact of Members' assessments. 

The Director-General identified additional possible savings of $ 782 000 in his report to the 

Assembly. Following a general discussion of the budget problem, the Assembly, as you know, 

adopted an effective working budget of $ 82 023 000, which represented the Board's 

recommendations*less the savings identified by the Director-General. I believe it was the 

careful work of the Board at its last session which allowed this decision to be taken by the 

Assembly, with a greater degree of unanimity than has been seen for the past several years. 

The Fifth General Programme of Work for a Specific Period represents a special 

responsibility of the Executive Board to provide the Assembly with a blueprint for the 

activities of the Organization during the next five-year period. After considerable 

discussion at the last Board meeting, a working group of the Board was entrusted to develop 

the final document. An extraordinary meeting of this group was held in March and with 

extremely able assistance from the Secretariat completed its task. In general the proposal 

was warmly and enthusiastically received by the Assembly, after a lengthy and supportive 

discussion in Committee В. I believe the Board, along with the Secretariat, can be 

especially proud of successfully completing this most difficult task. 

Recommendations by the Board with respect to headquarters accommodation: future 

requirements, were also accepted by the Assembly. You will recall that the Board had 

suggested alternative means of financing the proposed additional underground garage so that 

the Organization's casual income might be preserved for other purposes. The Assembly 

agreed that a loan would be obtained to finance this structure with repayment coming 

primarily from rental income. 

The Methods of Work of the Health Assembly received considerable attention, including 

the adoption of the Executive Board recommendation that the general order of magnitude of 

the budget for the second ensuing year be deleted as a separate agenda item. Other comments 

were made in committees referring to the report of the Joint Inspection Unit on this subject, 

and the need for consideration of additional modifications to improve the efficiency and 

effectiveness of the Assembly. I bring this item to the Board's attention because of our 

need to consider this subject under item 5.3 of our agenda for this meeting. 
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A great number of other important items were, of course, considered by the Assembly. 

In nearly all instances, resolutions recommended by the Board were adopted without change. 

Important resolutions were additionally adopted on cholera, smallpox, drug dependence, 

smoking, human environment, occupational health, training of national personnel, drug 

safety and quality control, community water supply, and the Second Development Decade, to 

cite a few. 

If one can summarize a World Health Assembly, I believe the Twenty-fourth can be 

characterized as being harmonious and productive. A willingness on the part of delegates 

to recognize the views of others and work toward mutually acceptable solutions to complex 

and difficult problems seemed to pervade the deliberations. I believe that the careful 

work and well-considered recommendations of the forty-seventh Executive Board contributed 

to this atmosphere, and the Board can rightfully take appropriate recognition for the 

success achieved at the Twenty-fourth World Health Assembly. 


