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1. PROGRAMME OF WORK OF THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY

Speaking at the invitation of the CHAIRMAN, Professor HILLEBOE, General Chairman of the 
Technical Discussions, gave an account of the organization of the discussions, which he 
considered to be satisfactory.

Dr VENEDIKTOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) thought that, in view of the great 
importance of the topics dealt with at the technical discussions, it would be advisable to 
provide for a wider distribution of the documents resulting from the discussions.

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL observed that there would be an opportunity to raise the question 
when the report of the General Chairman was presented to the plenary Assembly. Some space 
might perhaps be given the discussions in a number of the WHO Chronicle. He reminded the 
Committee, however, that there were a number of other scientific meetings organized within 
WHO whose papers it was not possible to publish, for financial reasons.

Having been invited by the CHAIRMAN to inform the Committee how matters stood before it 
established the programme of work for Monday, 10 May, the DIRECTOR-GENERAL explained that 
forty speakers had still to speak in the general discussion. It was expected that fifteen 
of them would take the floor during the afternoon plenary meeting; there would thus remain 
twenty-five delegations wanting to take part in the general discussion. The total time 
taken by their statements might be estimated at a little over four hours.

After an exchange of views, it was decided that the plenary meeting should continue 
on Thursday afternoon until 6 p.m., and that the plenary Assembly should meet again on 
Monday, 10 May, from 9 a.m. to 12.30 p.m., to proceed with the general discussion. The 
main committees would resume their work on Monday afternoon at 2.30. At its next meeting, 
on Monday at 12.30 p.m., the General Committee would draw up the programme of meetings for 
Tuesday, 11 May, taking into account the progress of the work, and make out the lists for 
the annual election of Members entitled to designate a person to serve on the WHO Executive 
Board.

Dr STEINFELD (United States of America) thought that the Executive Board should 
re-examine the methods of work of the Health Assembly and make proposals for the Twenty- 
fifth Health Assembly.

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL pointed out that the present Assembly would be having an opportunity 
to examine the report of the Joint Inspection Unit on a rationalization of the proceedings and 
documentation of the World Health Assembly under item 3.19.3 of its agenda. After that the 
Assembly would be able, if it wished, to request the Executive Board to examine the question 
in its turn.

The meeting rose at 1.20 p.m.


