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1. ADMISSION OF NEW MEMBERS AND ASSOCIATE MEMBERS: APPLICATION BY THE SULTANATE OF OMAN
(Document A24/GC/l)

At the request of the CHAIRMAN the DIRECTOR-GENERAL read Rule 33 of the Rules of Procedure 
of the Assembly, which sets out the functions of the General Committee.

The CHAIRMAN mentioned that the Director-General had received, on 25 January 1971, an 
application for membership from the Sultanate of Oman and had circulated it to Member States 
(Annex to document A24/gc/ i). It was suggested that the application be included on the agenda 
of the Assembly as item 1.11.2, under item 1.11 (Admission of new Members and Associate Members).

It was so agreed.

2. CHANGES IN THE AGENDA OF THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY

Referring to agenda item 3,13.2, the CHAIRMAN stated that no advance had been made to 
meet unforeseen or extraordinary expenses as authorized by resolution WHA23.8.

The General Committee consequently decided to delete this agenda item.

The CHAIRMAN indicated that, since Gambia had become a Member of WHO in 1971, item 3.11.2 
should be entitled "Assessments for 1971 of new Members," and the words "if any" deleted. 
Furthermore, he suggested that the same words, "if any", be deleted in item 3.13.3 since 
advances had in fact been made for the provision of emergency supplies to Member States.

It was so agreed.

3. ALLOCATION OF AGENDA ITEMS TO THE MAIN COMMITTEES

The CHAIRMAN submitted to the General Committee the allocation of the agenda items to 
Committees A and B, as given in the provisional agenda (document A24/l).

After an exchange of views it was decided that items 1.11.1 and 1.11.2 should be considered 
by the plenary Assembly; it was agreed that they should be discussed after items 1.9 and 1.10 
of the agenda.

In addition, at the suggestion of the CHAIRMAN, the General Committee recommended that 
item 1.13 (amendment to the contract of the Director-General) be considered by the plenary 
Assembly in private session.

It was decided to recommend that the agenda items be allocated to Committees A and В 
as indicated in the provisional agenda.

4. PROGRAMME OF WORK OF THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL recalled that the Executive Board had considered, at its forty- 
seventh session, the report of the Joint Inspection Unit on a rationalization of the proceedings 
and documentation of the World Health Assembly and that the Executive Board had requested the 
Director-General to implement within his authority those recommendations of the Joint Inspection 
Unit which he considered feasible. According to one of the recommendations, "the sessions 
devoted to the General Discussion should take place at the beginning of the Assembly and should 
proceed without interruption" (document EB47/lO Add.l, recommendation 7, para, d, submitted 
to the present Assembly as an annex to document А24/в/з). In paragraph 25 of its report the
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Joint Inspection Unit observed that "It is the practice of the World Health Assembly, in 
common with the United Na.tions and most other international organizations, to hold at plenary 
meetings as its first item of business, a General Discussion consisting of statements by the 
Heads of delegations. However, unlike those of the specialized agencies studied previously, 
the General Discussion continues in the World Health Assembly until the session is far advanced; 
this is because the Main Committees are scheduled to begin their work on the third day of the 
session, and they do not sit when Plenary meetings are being held. The result is a complex 
sequence of suspensions and resumptions both of the General Discussion and of the Committees’ 
discussions which continues throughout the session."

As a consequence of the Inspectors’ recommendation, the General Committee might perhaps 
wish to suggest to the Assembly the possibility of holding night plenary meetings during the 
first week of the present session.

Sir George GODBER (United Kingdom) proposed that the Assembly hold night plenary meetings 
on Wednesday, 5 May and Thursday, 6 May.

Dr STEINFELD (United States of America) seconded that proposal.

After an exchange of views, the General Committee fixed the programme of meetings for 
Wednesday, 5 May, and Thursday, 6 May: it was decided that the Assembly would hold a night 
meeting on Wednesday, 5 May, from 8.30 p.m. to 11 p.m. and that during its meeting at noon 
on Thursday, the General Committee would establish the programme of meetings, taking into 
account the progress of the work.

It was agreed that at the plenary meeting on Thursday afternoon the Chairman would 
request Members to submit proposals for the election of Members entitled to designate a 
person to serve on the Executive Board, which proposals should be received not later than 
10 a.m., Monday, 10 May.

Furthermore, the General Committee recommended that the Technical Discussions on "Mass 
health examinations as a public health tool" should take place all day Friday, 7 May and on 
the morning of Saturday, 8 May.

Finally, the General Committee recommended that the plenary meetings and meetings of the 
committees be held, as during previous Assemblies, from 9.30 a.m. to 12 noon or 12.30 p.m. 
and from 2.30 to 5.30 p.m. The General Committee would meet either at 12 noon or at 5.30 p.m.

The meeting rose at 4.25 p.m.


