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ORGANISATION MONDIALE DE LA SANTÉ 17 May 1971

TWENTY-FOURTH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY C O M M I T T E E  В
DRAFT FOURTH REPORT OF COMMITTEE В INDEXED

During its seventh, eighth, ninth and tenth meetings held on 14, 15 and 17 May 1971 
Committee В decided to recommend to the Twenty-fourth World Health Assembly the adoption 
of the attached resolutions relating to the following agenda items:

3.10 - Health assistance to refugees and displaced persons in the Middle East

3.11.2 - Assessments for 1971 of new Members

3.7 - Sixteenth report of the Committee on International Surveillance of
Communicable Diseases

3.8 - Disinsection of aircraft

3.9 - Organizational study by the Executive Board
3.9.1 - Organizational study on medical literature services to Members
3.9.2 - Future organizational study

3.20 - United Nations Joint Staff Pension Board
3.20.1 - Annual Report of the United Nations Joint Staff Pension Board

for 1969 (Article XXXV of the Regulations of the United Nations 
Joint Staff Pension Fund)

3.20.2 - Appointment of representatives to the WHO Staff Pension Committee

3.6 Selection of the country or region in which the Twenty-fifth World Health 
Assembly will be held (Article 14)
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HEALTH ASSISTANCE TO REFUGEES AND DISPLACED 
PERSONS IN THE MIDDLE EAST

Recalling its resolution WHA23.52 on health assistance to refugees and displaced 
persons, operative paragraph 5(b) of which requested its Director-General to take all 
effective measures to safeguard health conditions amongst refugees and the displaced 
persons in the Middle East;

Noting the United Nations General Assembly resolution 2656 (XXV) of 7 December 1970, 
which inter alia established a Working Group on the Financing of the United Nations Relief 
and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East;

Noting further the United Nations General Assembly resolution 2728 (XXV) of 
15 December 1970 by which the Assembly approved the first report of the Working Group and 
endorsed the Working Group's recommendations, thereby, inter alia, urging all organizations 
of the United Nations system to study ways by which they might assist or undertake activities 
helpful to the refugees;

Considering the Economic and Social Council resolution 1565 (L) of 6 May 1971, welcoming, 
inter alia, the contacts initiated with the World Health Organization with a view to obtaining 
services to the maximum extent possible, and requesting the executive heads of specialized 
agencies to continue to consider appropriate ways and means of rendering all possible 
assistance to the Palestine refugees;

Noting with appreciation the report of the Director-General contained in document 
А24/в/19 and the comments he has supplied on the means of financing outside the regular 
budget which might be used;

Recognizing the acute financial situation of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency 
for Palestine Refugees in the Near East which endangers the minimum services provided to the 
Palestine refugees;

Mindful of the principle that the health of all peoples is fundamental to the attainment 
of peace and security; and

Realizing that more material and human aid is urgently needed to alleviate the sufferings 
of the refugees in the Middle East, in particular in the field of health,

1. REQUESTS the Director-General of the World Health Organization to intensify and expand 
its programme of health assistance to the refugees and displaced persons in the Middle East 
to the amount of at least one million dollars; and

2. DECIDES that meanwhile emergency assistance to the maximum extent possible be given to 
the refugees and the displaced persons in the Middle East.

The Twenty-fourth World Health Assembly,
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HEALTH ASSISTANCE TO REFUGEES AND DISPLACED PERSONS IN THE MIDDLE EAST 

The Twenty-fourth World Health Assembly,

Bearing in mind that the health of all peoples is fundamental to the attainment of peace 
and security;

Mindful of the Universal Declaration on Human Rights;

Recalling its resolutions WHA21.38, WHA22.43 and WHA23.52 on health assistance to 
refugees and displaced persons in the Middle East;

Having considered the report of the Director-General (A24/b/i9) and the annual report 
of the Director of Health of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine 
Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA);

Further recalling resolution 9 (XXVII) of the United Nations Commission on Human Rights;

Noting that the Commissioner General of UNRWA has drawn attention that any further 
lowering of the already austere provisions of health services to refugees under his mandate 
would jeopardize the health of refugees and of the general public with whom they live;

Recalling General Assembly resolution 2672 (XXV) in which attention was drawn to the 
continuing critical financial position of the UNRWA and the serious effects of this crisis 
on the health activities of UNRWA;

Noting further that the reports published by competent organizations reveal that the 
occupying authorities bar the distribution of medicaments by the International Committee 
of the Red Cross to the inhabitants of the Occupied Territories,

1. REAFFIRMS that the protection of the life and physical and mental health of the refugees 
and displaced persons require that they immediately be afforded to return to their homes, in 
accordance with the relevant resolutions of the United Nations;

2. CALLS UPON Israel to abide by the Geneva Convention Relative to the Protection of 
Civilian Persons in Time of War of 12 August 1949, which provides for essential safeguards 
for the protection of physical and mental health of the inhabitants of the Occupied 
Territories ;

3. DRAWS THE ATTENTION that Israel's violations of basic human rights of the refugees, 
displaced persons and the inhabitants of the Occupied Territories constitute a serious 
impediment to the health of the population of the Occupied Territories, a matter the 
continuation of which would necessitate that the Organization should consider the application 
of Article 7 of its Constitution;

4. CALLS UPON Israel to refrain from any interference with the activities of the 
International Committee of the Red Cross in the Occupied Territories;

5. EXPRESSES its appreciation to the Director-General of the World Health Organization, 
the Director of Health of UNRWA and to the specialized and other organizations that provide 
assistance to the refugees, displaced persons and the inhabitants of the Occupied Territories 
in the Middle East; and



6. REQUESTS the Director-General of the World Health Organization:

(a) to take all other effective measures in his power to safeguard health conditions 
amongst refugees, displaced persons and the inhabitants of the Occupied Territories in the 
Middle East;

(b) to continue and strengthen his co-operation with the International Committee of 
the Red Cross to provide material and human aid to the population of the Occupied Territories

(c) to submit a comprehensive report to the Twenty-fifth World Health Assembly on the 
conditions of physical and mental health of the population of the Occupied Territories;

(d) to bring this resolution to the attention of all governmental and non-governmental 
organizations concerned.
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ASSESSMENT FOR 1971 OF NEW MEMBERS

The Twenty-fourth World Health Assembly,

Noting the admission of the Sultanate of Oman to Membership in the Organization on 
13 May 1971;

Recalling that the Twenty-second World Health Assembly decided in resolution WHA22.6 
that from 1968 new Members shall be assessed in accordance with the practice followed by the 
United Nations in assessing new Members for their year of admission,

DECIDES

(1) that the Sultanate of Oman shall be assessed for the years 1971 and 1972 at a rate to be 
fixed by the Twenty-fifth World Health Assembly;

(2) that the Sultanate of Oman shall be assessed at the provisional rate of 0.04 per cent, 
for these two years, to be adjusted to the definitive assessment rate when established by the 
Twenty-fifth World Health Assembly; and further

(3) that the contribution for 1971 shall be reduced to one-third of 0.04 per cent.
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COMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL SURVEILLANCE OF COMMUNICABLE DISEASES:
SIXTEENTH REPORT

The Twenty-fourth World Health Assembly,

Having considered^the sixteenth report of the Committee on International Surveillance of 
Communicable Diseases,

(1) THANKS the members of the Committee for their work; and

(2) ADOPTS the sixteenth report of the Committee on International Surveillance of Communicable 
Diseases.



DISINSECTION OF AIRCRAFT
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Having considered the report of the Director-General on the investigations which are being 
carried out on a vapour disinsection system;'*'

Commending the effort which has been made to resolve the technical problems involved; and

Recognizing that the final report will not be available until the current series of tests 
has been completed,

(1) DECIDES that the effective date for implementation of a vapour disinsection system be 
further postponed until such time as the tests have been completed and the technical problems 
resolved; and

2(2) REITERATES its recommendation to Member States, as contained in resolution WHA23.58, 
that in the interim period the "blocks-away" disinsection method and disinsection on the ground 
on arrival be the approved methods for aircraft disinsection and that every effort be made by 
health administrations to ensure that during this interim period the "blocks-away" method is 
applied effectively.

The Twenty-fourth World Health Assembly,

1 Document A24/b/i 3.
2 Handbook of'Resolutions and Decisions, 11th ed., p. 69.
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ORGANIZATIONAL STUDY ON 
MEDICAL LITERATURE SERVICES TO MEMBERS

Recalling resolution WHA23.26;1 and

Having considered the recommendations made by the Executive Board in its resolution 
EB47.R48,2

1 • DECIDES that the study on medical literature services to Members should be continued for 
another year; and

2. REQUESTS the Executive Board to report on its study to the Twenty-fifth World Health 
Assembly.

The Twenty-fourth World Health Assembly,

1 Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 11th ed., p. 444.
2 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org., 189, p. 27.



- 9 -

FUTURE ORGANIZATIONAL STUDY BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD

The Twenty-fourth World Health Assembly,

Having considered the recommendation of the Executive Board,'*’

1 • DECIDES that the subject of the organizational study to be presented to the Twenty-sixth 
World Health Assembly shall be "Methods of promoting the development of basic health services"; 
and

2. REQUESTS the Executive Board to report on that study to the Twenty-sixth World Health 
Assembly.

1 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org., 189, p. 27.
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE UNITED NATIONS JOINT 
STAFF PENSION BOARD FOR 1969

The Twenty-fourth World Health Assembly

NOTES the status of the operation of the Joint Staff Pension Fund as indicated by the 
annual report for the year 1969 and as reported by the Director-General.
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APPOINTMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES TO THE WHO STAFF PENSION COMMITTEE

The Twenty-fourth World Health Assembly

RESOLVES that the member of the Executive Board designated by the Government of Trinidad 
and Tobago be appointed as member of the WHO Staff Pension Committee, and that the member of 
the Board designated by the Government of Thailand be appointed as alternate member, the 
appointment being for a period of three years.
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SELECTION OF THE COUNTRY 
IN WHICH THE TWENTY-FIFTH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY WILL BE HELD

The Twenty-fourth World Health Assembly,

Considering the provision of Article 14 of the Constitution with regard to the selection 
of the country or region in which the next Health Assembly will be held,

DECIDES that the Twenty-fifth World Health Assembly shall be held in Switzerland.


