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11. At its forty-seventh session, the Executive Board, in resolution EB47.R63 established an 
Ad Hoc Committee consisting of Professor E. J Aujaleu, Dr S. P. Ehrlich jr. and Dr B. Juricic 
to consider the Financial Report on the accounts of the Organization for 1970 and the report of 
the External Auditor, and in accordance with financial regulation 12.4, to submit to the 
Twenty-fourth World Health Assembly, on behalf of the Board, such comments as it deemed neces
sary.

2. The Committee met on 3 May 1971. Dr B. Juricic was elected Chairman.

3. The Committee reviewed the Financial Report of the Director-General for 1970 and the 
report of the External Auditor as contained in Official Records, No. 191.

4. The Committee recalled that criticism had been expressed by some delegates during the 
Twenty-third World Health Assembly regarding the late distribution of the report to Members 
and that the Assembly in resolution WHA23.5 paragraph 2 had requested the Director-General to 
"undertake so far as possible all necessary measures to distribute in good time to Member 
States the Financial Report and the report of the External Auditor". The Committee expressed 
its satisfaction that the Organization had found it possible to produce the 1970 Financial 
Report some two weeks earlier for the English and French versions and almost four weeks earlier 
for the Spanish version, at no additional cost to the Organization.

5. The Committee noted that during 1970 the Organization had obligated $ 67 190 630 or 99.32 
per cent, of the effective working budget, leaving a budget surplus of $ 459 370 or 0.68 per 
cent. The total assessment on Members for 1970 was $ 65 335 000 of which $ 62 127 959 had been 
collected which together with other income of $ 2 315 000 made a total budgetary income of
$ 64 442 959. The resulting cash deficit for 1970 was therefore $ 2 747 671, which was covered 
by an advance from the Working Capital Fund pending receipt of contributions. At 30 April 1971 
$ 1 216 555 of this amount of contributions outstanding had been received and credited to the 
Working Capital Fund. The balance of the cash deficit, amounting to $ 1 531 116 is expected to 
be covered by collection of 1970 contributions in 1971.

6. The Committee obtained additional explanations in reply to various detailed questions 
raised. It invited particular attention to the new presentation of appendices 2 and 3 of the 
Financial Report which provide a useful analysis in monetary terms of the implementation of the 
programme of the Organization in 1970. The Committee felt that these appendices enabled them 
to identify significant changes which had occurred between the original budget estimates, the 
revised budget estimates and the obligations incurred against those revised budget estimates. 
The committee recognized that there were a number of reasons for the changes which appeared 
between the obligations incurred and the revised estimates, such as changes in Governments' 
requests according to their priorities, involving advance implementation of some projects and
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postponement of others; delays in recruiting posts or filling vacancies; and increases or 
decreases in actual costs as compared to estimates.

7. The Committee also noted that some significant changes appeared as between the original 
and the revised estimates. An example of this was the large reduction in the African region 
for Malaria. The Committee was informed that a corresponding increase appeared under Public 
Health Administration, which is the subject matter under which as from 1970 Malaria activities 
in Africa are presented as they are considered to be an integral part of multi-purpose projects 
aimed at strengthening the Public Health services of the countries concerned.

8. In examining the report of the External Auditor the Committee recalled that the Twenty- 
third World Health Assembly in resolution WHA23.51, paragraph 1, had requested "the External 
Auditor in accordance with operative paragraph 2 of resolution WHA22.4, to present more 
detailed comments on the management and administration of the World Health Organization". The 
Committee recognized that the External Auditor had examined certain specific subjects as 
contained in paragraph 13 of his report and it assumed that he had not found it necessary to 
make further comments on management or administrative matters. However, the External Auditor 
would, no doubt, wish to make such further observations in this connexion, as he deems 
appropriate, at the time the Health Assembly examines his report.

9. Following its examination of the Financial Report on the accounts of the Organization for 
1970, and the report of the External Auditor thereon, the Committee decided to recommend to 
the Twenty-fourth World Health Assembly the adoption of the following resolution:

The Twenty-fourth World Health Assembly,

Having examined the Financial Report of the Director-General for the period 1 
January to 31 December 1970 and the report of the External Auditor for the same financial 
period, as contained in Official Records, No. 191; and

Having considered the report of the Ad Hoc Committee of the Executive Board on its 
examination of these reports.

ACCEPTS the Director-General's financial report and the report of the External 
Auditor for the financial year 1970.

1 Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 11th ed., p. 394,


