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1. The Director-General is reporting under item 7.1.l1 on the recommendations by the 
Enlarged Committee for Programme and Co-ordination, the agreement in ACC, the joint meetings 
of ACC and СPC, and the decision of the Economic and Social Council, on the extension of 
existing consultation on work programmes to include circulation between organizations of their 
draft work programmes with requests for comments thereon. The Director-General is supplying 
comments to other organizations of the United Nations system in accordance with these 
arrangements, and his comments are being reported to the respective governing bodies. 

2. The Director-General has received the following responses to his letter of 10 December 
1970 transmitting the proposed programme and budget estimates of WHO for 1972 to the Executive 
Heads referred to under item 7.1.1.1 

Under cover of your letter of 10 December 1970, you were good enough to communicate to 
the Director-General, in accordance with the agreement reached at the fiftieth session of 
the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination, the volume of the Official Records of the 
World Health Organization containing the proposed programme and budget estimates of WHO for 
1972, with a view to the submission of comments on the programme and budget proposals with 
respect to programmes of the International Labour Organisation in related areas. 

A careful review of the WHO programme and budget proposals indicates firstly that WHO 
intends to lay greater emphasis on the integration of the separate health programmes in a 
given country into more comprehensive programmes and on the broadening of the community health 
coverage which includes medical care schemes set up under social security legislation. In 
view of the ILO*s responsibilities in regard to the promotion and development of medical care 
schemes under social security provisions, the new orientation in the WHO programme stresses the 
need and the wider opportunity for close co-operation between ILO and WHO in this field, and 
I should like to take this opportunity to assure you of I L O � continued readiness to collaborate 
further with WHO in the development of such projects. 

Occupational health is another area in which co-operation between the ILO and WHO is well 
established and should be pursued. An example of this co-operation is the organization of a 
Joint ILO/WHO Conference on the Teaching of Occupational Health and Safety, referred to on 
page 333 of the programme and budget proposals# A number of particular projects have been 
the subject of consultation and co-operation. I have therefore listed in an annex projects 
in which ILO has a more immediate interest and, where appropriate, an indication of the nature 
of the co-operation which is envisaged. 

1 EB47/45, paragraphs 2.6 and 2.7# 

2.1 ILO 



In the circumstances, and having regard also to the fact that WHO is being invited, in 
accordance with the same AC С understanding on prior consultation on work programmes, to comment 
on the ILO programme and budget for 1972-1973, joint meetings at secretariat level should be 
pursued to discuss all practical aspects of co-operation between the two organizations arising 
in connection with the two sets of programme and budget proposals. 

,/. In view of our agreement on the principle of co-operation and prior consultation, and the 
suggestions I have formulated, you might wish to advise your Executive Board of the nature of 
ILO's interest in. the WHO programme and the fact that appropriate inter-secretariat arrangements 
for practical co-operation exist. 
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LIST OF WHO PROJECTS CALLING FOR CONSULTATION 
AND CO-OPERATION WITH THE ILO 

I• Community health coverage 

The Americas 

Brazil 4800 Medical care services 
Honduras 4800 ’， M ’’ 
Inter-country 
AMRO 4802 to 4804 “ “ ’’ 

Western Pacific 

China 0056 Organisation of medical care 
Philippines 0501 ,’ ’’ ，， n 

Korea 0013 M " M ,’ 

In the case of all foregoing projects, consultations will take place with a view to 
ensuring that advice is given on both medical care and social security services and to 
determine how best to co-operate in their implementation. The ILO regional experts in 
social security in Latin America and Asia will advise and assist in the execution of the 
projects as appropriate. 

II• Occupational health 

The Americas 

Bolivia - Occupational health in mines (p. 171). 

El Salvador - Industrial hygiene legislation. 

The ILO Regional Adviser in Occupational Health and Safety for the Americas will co-operate 
with WHO experts carrying out these projects. 

Cuba - Industrial Hygiene (p. 184). 

Proposed ILO assistance to Cuba in the field of occupational health and safety will take 
account of the above WHO project. 

Western Pacific 

The ILO specialist in occupational health and safety attached to the ILO Regional Office 
in Bangkok, will be associated with, and if possible participate in, the national seminars on 
the organization of industrial health services for small industries in China (p. 425), the 
Philippines (p. 436), Korea (p. 438), and Singapore (p. 441). 

Eastern Mediterranean 

Pakistan - Development of Lahore Institute (p. 378), 

Proposed ILO assistance to Pakistan in the field of occupational safety and health would 
take into account the above WHO project, with which the ILO should also be associated mainly 
in regard to factory inspection. 
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Iran 一 Occupational health services (p. 370). 

There is need for co-ordination between the above WHO project and the ILO comprehensive 
industrial safety and hygiene project in Iran. 

Research 

Adaptation to extreme climatic conditions (p. 498). 

ILO experts in various countries could make a contribution to the comparative studies 
planned under this project. 

Headquarters projects 

Applicability of threshold limit values for toxic substances in the working environment. 

This question was on the agenda of the sixth session of the Joint ILO/WHO Committee on 
Occupational Health (1968) and has been dealt with jointly in 1968 and 1969 through an ILO/WHO 
Working Group. The ILO intends to continue to co-operate closely with WHO in this field. 

Review of chemical carcinogens in industry. 

The question of chemical carcinogens will be included in the agenda of the ILO Meeting 
of Experts on Occupational Cancer to be held in 1972, in preparation for the adoption of an 
international instrument by the International Labour Conference in 1973. Very close 
co-operation will, therefore, be established in this field. 

2.2 FAQ 

Thank you for your letter of 10 December 1970 asking for any comments we may have on 
the Proposed Programme and Budget Estimates of the World Health Organization for 1972. 

We have only one comment. On page 480, in paragraph 4 : Parasitic Diseases, reference 
is made to a FAO/WHO Seminar on Trypanosomiasis. No budgetary provision has been made for 
such a seminar in our Programme of Work and Budget for 1972/73 and, unfortunately, we therefore 
foresee no possibility of our being able to offer financial support. We would, however, be 
glad to provide for the participation of Headquarters staff and, if available, appropriate 
project personnel. 

We feel that on matters of mutual interest the draft WHO Programme for 1972 and our 
Programme of Work and Budget for 1972/73 are complementary # 

2.3 IBRD 

On the President's behalf I wish to acknowledge and thank you for your letter of 
December 10, 1970 with which you sent to us WHO'S Proposed Regular Programme and Budget 
Estimates for the financial year 1 January - 31 December, 1972. 

We very much appreciate your sending the above mentioned document to us. 

2.4 Although no response has yet been received from the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations, the Organization has received, in preliminary form, from the Executive Secretary 
of the Economic Commission for Europe a statement concerning matters of common interest 
which it is expected will t>e incorporated in the eventual reply of the Secretary-General. 
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Pursuant to the arrangements worked out at the ACC and ECOSOC for prior consultations on 
work programmes, I have been asked by United Nations headquarters to send to you directly our 
comments on the proposed work programme of WHO for 1972 as contained in Volume 187 of the 
Official Records of the World Health Organization. 

It appears from the review of the proposed programme and budget estimates of WHO for 1972 
that there are clearly common interests between WHO and ECE in the field of environmental 
health. The ECE deals with water management problems, as well as water pollution (in its 
Committee on Water Problems, see document E/ECE/WATER/7), and air pollution (in its Working 
Party on Air Pollution Problems, see document e/eCE/aIR POLL/2). Various co-operative 
arrangements between the ECE and WHO secretariats already exist in these fields, as is the 
case in the preparations for the 1971 ECE Conference on Environment to be held in Prague and 
the 1972 Stockholm Conference. 

In the tentative version of an ECE programme of action in the field of environment to be 
finalized at the 1971 ECE Conference on Environment it is envisaged to promote, inter alia, 
international action aimed at treating on an industry by industry basis environmental 
disfunctions caused by production (project G in document ENV/Working Paper No. 5), to promote 
international arrangements between contiguous countries aimed at resolving specific 
environmental problems common to their area (project H), and to initiate other specific 
projects aimed at environmental improvements, in particular, dealing with solid waste and 
noises (project K). In all these projects, it would be desirable also to make appropriate 
arrangements for co-operation with WHO secretariat. 

A further area of common interest is sanitation services and housing. The ECE Committee 
on Housing, Building and Planning deals with several projects (spelled out in document 
e/eCE/hbp/122), for instance, in the field of urban renewal, in which health and sanitation 
play a role and in which WHO has already actively participated in the past. I hope that 
this co-operation will continue and will be further intensified. 

I am confident that officials of our secretariats will in carrying out the respective 
programmes of work approved by our governmental bodies take special care to avoid unnecessary 
duplication not only on environmental problems but also in other areas where WHO and ECE work 
along parallel lines (as in the food standards and transport areas). 

I am sending a copy of this letter to Mr Landau, Special Adviser for Departmental 
Programme Planning of the Department for Economic and Social Affairs at United Nations 
headquarters. 

3. The Director-General will bring to the attention of the World Health Assembly at its 
twenty-fourth session any additional comments which he may receive. 


