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INTRODUCTION 

The twenty-third session of the Regional Committee for South-East Asia 
was held from 22 to 28 September 1970 at World Health House, New Delhi, India. 
Representatives from all countries in the Region were present. In addition, 
representatives of the United Nations, of several of its agencies, of UNICEF 
and of sixteen non-governmental organizations in official relation with WHO, 
as well as one observer attended. (For final list of participants, see Annex 1 

In the absence of the outgoing Chairman and Vice-Chairman, the Regional 
Director opened the session. The Vice-President of India, Mr G.S. Pathak, 
delivered the inaugural address, and an address by Mr K.K. Shah, Minister of 
Health and Family Planning, Works, Housing and Urban Development, Government 
of India, was read, in his absence, by the Minister of State, Mr B,S. Murthy. 
Statements were also made by the representative of the Director-General of 
WHO, Dr Lucien Bernard, and by the Regional Director, Dr Gunaratne• 

At the first meeting, a Sub-Committee on Credentials was appointed, 
consisting of representatives from Indonesia, Maldives and Nepal. Mr Didi 
(Maldives) was elected Chairman of the Sub-Committee, which met twice and 
made two reports (documents SEA/RC2)/l6 and 17) recognizing the validity of 
the credentials presented by all delegations。 

The Regional Committee elected the following office bearers : 

Chairman s Dr Chitt Hemachudha (Thailand) 
Vic e -Chairman : Dr The in Tun (Burma) 

The provisional agenda was adopted (see Annex 2). 

The Committee established a Sub-Committee, on Programme and Budget 

consisting of representatives of all governments, and adopted terms of 

reference for this Sub-Committee. The Sub-Committee elected Dr Shrivastav 

(India) as Chairman; it held four meetings and submitted a detailed report 

which was subsequently approved by the Regional Committee. 

On 24 and 25 September, technical discussions were held on the subject 
of "Hospital Referral Services", under the chairmanship of Dr Jayasinghe 
(Ceylon). 

"Health Statistics Requirements for National Health Planning" was 
chosen as the subject for the technical discussions to be held during the 
Regional Committee

 1

s session in 1971-

On behalf of the Government of Ceylon, the representative from Ceylon, 
Dr Jayasinghe, extended an invitation to the Regional Committee to hold its 
twenty-fifth session, in 1972， in his country. This invitation was accepted 
by the Committee, 

In the course of eight plenary meetings, the Committee adopted eight 
resolutions, which make up Part I of this report• Parts 工工，工工工 and IV are 
devoted to summaries of important matters brought out in the discussions. 



PART 工 

RESOLUTIONS 

The following eight resolutions (circulated in a special resolution 

series) were adopted in the course of the session: 

SEA/RC23/R1 TWENTY-SECOND ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 
REGIONAL DIRECTOR 

The Regional Committee, 

Having studied and discussed in detail the Twenty-second Annual Report 

of the Regional Director on the activities of WHO in the South-East Asia Region 

during the period from 1 August 1969 to 1 August 1970 (document SEA/RC23/2), 

1. CONSIDERS this to be a most comprehensive record of WHO'S participation 
in health activities in the Region during the period under review; 

2. RECORDS its full satisfaction with the change in the order of presenta-

tion of Part I, General Review of Activities, placing emphasis and priority 

upon public health administration; 

3 . EXPRESSES its appreciation of the detailed information presented in the 

annexes, particularly in regard to fellowships and the education and training 

programme； 

CONGRATULATES the Regional Director and his staff on the Annual Report, 

and 

5. EXPRESSES its satisfaction on the progress made in the Region during the 

past year. 

Handbook III.l (22) Sixth meeting, 25 September 1970 

Page 9 SEA/RC23/kln • 6 

SEA/1ÎC23/R2 LONG-TERM FINANCIAL INDICATORS 

The Regional Committee, 

Having studied the Report of the Regional Director on this matter 

(document EB45/40), including the attached documentation, 

Noting the relevant resolutions of the World Health Assembly (WHA22.53) 

and the Executive Board (EB45.R13)# and 



Being aware of the difficulties associated with the establishment of 
long-term financial indicators in relation to the planning and evaluation of 
health programmes, 

1. CONSIDERS this to be a most complex but important subject. Uhlch requires 
further consultations between the Regional Office and the governments, and 

2. . REQUESTS the Regional Director to inform the Director-General of WHO 
that assistance from the World Health Organization in developing joint studies 
with governments in this field would be most welcome. 

Handbook 工.1.5 

Page 3 

SEA/RC23/R3 ADVERSE EFFECTS OF 

The Regional Committee, 

Seventh meeting, 26 September 1970 

SEA/RC2j/Min.7 

TOBACCO SMOKING 

Having considered that resolutions on this matter have been adopted by 
the World Health Assembly, the Executive Board and the Regional Committees for 
the Americas and for Europe, 

Understanding the dangers to health arising from smoking tobacco, 
especially in relation to pulmonary and cardiac disease, including ischaemic 
heart disease, carcinoma of the lung and chronic bronchitis, 

Acknowledging that individuals have the right to decide whether to 
indulge in the habit, but 

Remembering the effect of example on others, 

Believing that agencies associated with the promotion of health should 
set an example in regard to this subject, and 

Considering that the smoking of tobacco during meetings may constitute 
a nuisance to non-smokers, 

1. REQUESTS persons attending sessions of the Regional Committee, and of 
all meetings sponsored by the Regional Office, to refrain from smoking in future 
in the Conference Hall and the Committee Room of the Regional Office building, 
and 

2. URGES the Regional Director to draw to the attention of Member Govern-
ments : 

(a) the report of the Director-General to the World Health 

Assembly on the "Limitation of Smoking" (document 

A23/P&B/6), and 



(b) possible methods of educating the public with regard to the 

inherent dangers of the smoking of tobacco. 

Handbook X.10.8 

Page 8 

Seventh meeting, 26 September 1970 

SEA/RC23/Min.7 

SEA/RC23/R4 DEVELOPMENT OF IMMUNOLOGY IN SOUTH-EAST ASIA 

The Regional Committee, 

Recognizing that the wide field of immunology not only offers opportu-

nities for combating communicable diseases but also is now opening up new 

frontiers in the attack on parasitic and non-communicable diseases, 

Appreciating that the rapid developments in this discipline should be 

reflected in the teaching programmes of the medical profession, and 

Believing that development of immunological research and training centres 

in the Region is most desirable, 

1. RECOMMENDS the promotion of medical undergraduate and post-graduate 

training in this discipline in centres in the Region, and 

2. RB^UESTS that the Regional Director should continue to provide consultant 

and other assistance to governments on request, within the resources available, 

for developing such centres. 

Handbook 工工 5 ( 9 ) Seventh meeting, 26 September 1970 
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SEA/RC23/R5 PROPOSED PROGRAMME AND BUDGET ESTIMATES FOR 1972 

The Regional Committee, 

Having considered (i) the Proposed Programme and Budget Estimates for 

1972 (document SEk/RC2^/^), including programme changes for 1971* and (ii) the 

report made by the Sub-Committee on Prograjnme and Budget (document SEA/RC2;5/l8), 

together with its annexes, 

1. APPROVES the report of the Sub-Committee; 

2. APPROVES the Regular Programme and Budget Estimates (document SEA/RC23/5) 

3 . ENDORSES the activities proposed under the United Nations Development 

Programme, including inter-country activities (document SEA/RCS5/5)； 



4. NOTES and APPROVES the additional requests received from governments 
(document SEA/RC23/18, Annex 1) and RECOMMENDS their incorporation into the 
supplementary list; 

5. ENDORSES the programme proposed for financing under the United Nations 
Fund for Population Activities, including the provision for essential regional 
office supporting staff and services (document SEA/RC2)/l8, Annex 2); 

6. ‘ NOTES the tentative projections for 1973 (document SEA/RC23/18, Annex 3)； 

7. RECOMMENDS that the additional requests received, the proposed programme 
under the United Nations Fund for Population Activities and tentative projec-
tions, to which reference is made in paragraphs 4, 5 and. 6 above, should be 
considered as supplements to the Proposed Programme and Budget Estimates 
(document SEA/RC23/3)

5
 and 

8. RECOMMENDS to the Director-General the inclusion of the proposals made 

in document SEA/HC23/5 and its supplements in his Programe and Budget Estimates 
for 1972. 

Handbook IV.1(22) Seventh meeting, 26 September 1970 
Page 11 SEA/RC2)/Min.7 

SEA/RC23/R6 SELECTION OF SUBJECT FOR THE TECHNICAL DISCUSSIONS IN 1971 

The Regional Committee, 

1. DECIDES to hold technical discussions at its twenty-fourth session in 
I97I on the subject of "Health Statistics Requirements for National Health 
Planning"； 

2. REQUESTS the Regional Director to take appropriate steps to arrange for 
these discussions and to place this item on the agenda of the twenty-fourth 
session, and 

J. URGES governments of the Region to include adequate technical represen-
tation in their delegations to the twenty-fourth session. 

Handbook V.3(l7) Seventh meeting, 26 September 1970 

Page 14 SEA/RC2VMin.7 

SEA/RC23/R7 FIFTH GENERAL PROGRAMME OP WORK C0VERB3G A 

SPECIFIC PERIOD, 1973-1977 

The Regional Committee, 

Noting the resolution of the World Health Assembly on this subject 



(WHA23.R59), which draws attention to the important functions of the Organiza-
tion as laid down in its Constitution, and the decisions of previous World 
Health Assemblies which must be taken into account in the preparation of the 
Fifth General Programme of Work Covering a Specific Period. (1973-1977), 

Having considered the document on this subject (SEA/RC2VH)» which 

embodies suggestions for a regional aggregate plan, 

Reiterating the importance of country programming emphasized in its 

resolution on long-term planning•adopted at the last session (SEA/RC22/R1), 

Recognizing that recent developments, such as the proposals for the 
Second United Nations Development Decade, the Study of the Capacity of the 
United Nations Development System and WHO'S own studies analysing project 
systems, might well change present approaches to project formulation, 

1. APPROVES the proposed. "Framework for the Regional Programme of Work for 

the Period 1973-1977"
s
 as amended during discussions in the plenary session 

(document SEA/RC23/11 Corr.l), 

2. RECOMMENDS that the Regional Director should transmit this framework to 

the Director-General for his consideration when preparing the Organization's 

Fifth General Programme of Work Covering a Specific Period, and 

3. URGES the Regional Director to make available to Member Governments, on 
r e q u e s t , the c o n s u l t a n t and other assistance c o n s i d e r e d n e c e s s a r y t o enable 

them to identify the most rational and effective methods of developing their 
health services and of training national health personnel at all levels. 

Handbook 1.1.4 Eighth meeting, 28 September 1970 

Page 3 SEA/RC23/Min.8 

SEA/RC23/R8 TIME AND PLACE OF THE TWENTY-FOURTH AND 
TWENTY-FIFTH SESSIONS 

The Regional Committee, 

1. CONFIRMS its previous decision to accept the kind invitation of the 

Government of Burma to hold its twenty-fourth session in September 1971 in 

Rangoon, and 

Although aware of the principle of holding alternate sessions of the 

Regional Committee at the regional headquarters, 

2. DECIDES to make an exception in 1972, and 

3. ACCEPTS with appreciation the generous invitation of the Government of 

Ceylon to hold its twenty-fifth session in Colombo. 

Handbook V.5.1 (22) Eighth meeting, 28 September 1970 

Page 7 SEA/RC23/Min.8 



PART工工 

DISCUSSION ON 'ШЕ TWENTY-SECOND ANNUAL 

~ R E P O R T OF THE REGIONAL DIRECTOR — 

In introducing his Annual Report, the Regional Director underlined the 

change in the order of presentation of his general review of activities, which 

reflected growing interest of governments in organizing and strengthening basic 

health services and in national health planning. 

He deplored the complacency shorn toy economic planners towards health 

problems and their lack of interest in health programmes. Unless expenditure 

on health were considered as an investment, health plans would remain purely 

theoretical. 

In the discussion, it was noted that planning had become an important 

subject, with its own language, vjhich was not always understood by health 

workers. It was important that the course which had been organized with the 

assistance of the Asian Institute for Economic Development and Planning continue 

to be offered, thus providing training that was specially adapted to the needs 

of the Region, 

The presentation of a group of activities under the heading “family 
health" was welcomed, since family planning was considered as an integral part 
of the maternal and child health programme。 A new division of family health 
had been established at the Headquarters of the Organization and covered acti-
vities in maternal and child health, human reproduction and human genetics• 

The prevention and control of communicable diseases still remained a 
problem of great concern to the Region, and the prevention of epidemics was 
being emphasized. Malaria in particular remained a threat in most countries. 

The Committee expressed the view that WHO's assistance had been most 

useful, notably in helping to train many categories of health workers and 

thereby building up health manpower. 

It was noted that a flexible and modern approach was being adopted to 
meet the changing needs of countries in the Region, and that there had been a 
welcome expansion in relatively new fields of interest such as radiation health 
and quality control of pharmaceutical and biological preparations. 

Immunology, although a most sophisticated field, was becoming extremely 
important, and countries of the Region could provide abundant clinical material 
for studies that would complement the laboratory investigations undertaken 
elsewhere• Air pollution was another subject that deserved more attention. 

The Committee discussed at some length the problem of deploying physicians 

in the rural areas and of ensuring living and working conditions that would 

permit a qualitatively satisfactory performance. The role of the basic health 



worker was reviewed, and the problem of absorbing single-purpose workers into 
the basic health structure was stressed. 

Cancer control was of great- import^ce in the Region, but there were not 
enough cytopathologists for the mass screening programmes. WHO would be willing 
to train these technicians and was studying the question of assisting selected 
institutions as ”areas of excellence". 

Health statistics were essential for determining priorities and for pro-
viding adequate information for the purpose of planning, implementation and 
evaluation. Three training centres had been established in India with the 
assistance of WHO, at Nagpur, Vellore and Calcutta. It was noted that the new 
edition of the Regional Office publication ”Summary of Vital and Health Statis-
tics, South-East Asia Region" had just been issued. The size, quality and 
scope of the new volume were highly appreciated. 

In the discussion on health education, research in the behavioural 
sciences was mentioned as a pressing need. Field study areas and mass communi-
cation media adapted to each country should be developed• 

The Committee was told of the difficulties encountered in recruiting 

large numbers of experienced, capable and adaptable consultants for field 

projects. 

At the conclusion of the discussion, the Annual Report was adopted, and 
the Committee passed a resolution expressing appreciation of the efforts of 
governments and congratulating the Regional Director on his report (SEA/RC23/H1). 



PART III 

EXAMINATION OF THE PROPOSED m O G R M M E AND 

一 “ — B U D G E T ESTIMATES FOR 1972“‘ 

The Sub-Committee on Programme and Budget, met on 22, 2b and 25 September 

1970，and submitted, a report. 

In addition to the Proposed Programme and Budget Estimates for 1972 
(document SEA/RC25/3 ), the Sub-Committee had reviewed the programme proposed 

to be financed under the United Nations Fund for Population Activities (document 
SEA/RC23/18, Annex 2)*, examined the tentative projections for 1975 (document 
SEA /RG23/I8, Annex 3)* and considered some additional projects requested by 
governments (see document SEA/RC23/18, Annex l)* that had not been included in 
the main programme and budget document. 

The report of the Sub-Committee and its annexes were reviewed by the 
Committee at the time of its examination of the Proposed Programme and Budget 
Estimates. The Committee noted that two additional high priority proposals 
had been recommended by the Sub—Committee for inclusion in the Supplementary 
List and that their early implementation was desired. The first was the addi-
tion of an economist to the regional establishment who would undertake cost 
benefit studies of certain programmes for the guidance of countries in the 
Region. The second was the organization of a symposium on the epidemiology 
and control of venereal diseases. 

The Committee noted and endorsed the changes proposed by the Sub-Committee 
in its terms of reference. It also agreed that maternal and child health would 
be the programme of common interest to all countries of the Region to be re-
viewed in detail in 1971• 

Finally, the Committee, having approved the report of the Sub-Committee 
and having agreed that the three annexes to this report should be considered 
as supplements to the Proposed Programme and Budget Estimates (document SEA/ 
RC23/5)*, recommended to the Director-General that he include the proposals 
made in document SEA/RC2J/3 and its supplements in his proposed programme and 
budget estimates for 1972 (resolution SEA/RC23/H5). 

*These have since been reproduced as document SEA/RC23/3 Add.l 



PART IV 

DISCUSSION OF OTHER MATTERS.：… . . . 

1. Resolutions of Regional Interest Adopted by the 

World Health Assembly and the Executive Board 

Resolutions of the Twenty-third World Health Assembly and the forty-fifth 

session of the Executive Board which were thought to be of special interest to 

the Region were presented in documents S E A / H C 2 V 9 and SEA/RC23/10- Those on the 

following subjects were considered: Measures TaLken in Pursuance of the Revised 

Global Strategy of Malaria Eradication (WHA23-12), Training of National Health 

Personnel (WHA2).35), General Programme of Work Covering a Specific Period 

(WHA23.59), Long-Term Financial Indicators (EB45.R13), Basic Principles for the 

Development of National Health Services (WHA2).6l), Real Estate Fund (WHA2).U), 

Community Water Supply (WHA2).56),and Health Consequences of Smoking (WHA2).32). 

Regarding the measures taken in pursuance of the revised global strategy 

of malaria eradication .(WHA2).12), it was noted that, in accordance with the 

decision taken at the last session, malaria eradication was the specific acti-

vity of the regional programme which would be examined in detail by the Sub-

Committee on Programme and Budget at the present session. It was explained thai: 

the Director-General attached great importance to the action taken in pursuance 

of the resolution in this region. The success or failure of the programme in 

South-East Asia would have ал important bearing on the programme as a whole. It 

was also stressed that efforts should continue and financial support be sought 

from all agencies associated with WHO in giving assistance to malaria programmes. 

The resolution concerning the training of national health personnel 

(WHA25.55) was of special interest to the Region, as it conveyed the thanks of 

the World Health Assembly to the Committee for its analysis of the problem. 

Member countries were urged to formulate minimum standard curricula. 

The three resolutions on basic principles for the development of national 

health services (WHA2).6l), the Real Estate Fund (WHA2).l4) and community water 

supply (WHA2).^6) were noted. 

The resolution on the General Programme of Work Covering a Specific Period 

(WHA23.59) was considered under a separate item of the agenda (see following 

section). 

The discussion on the resolution on long-term financial indicators 

(EB45.R13) led to the adoption of a resolution (SEA/RC23/R2), which emphasized 

the complexity and. importance of the matter, suggested further consultation 

between Member Governments and the Regional Office, and requested that the 

Director-General be informed that WHO assistance in developing joint studies 

with governments would be welcome. -



The resolution on the health consequences of smoking (WHA2)•；52) led to 

the adoption of a similar resolution b y the Regional Committee (SEA/RC2)/R3) • 

2. Fifth General Programme of Work Covering a. 

Specific Period, 1973-1977 

This subject was introduced in a paper (SEA/RC2)/ll and Add.l) presented 

by the Regional Director. He stated that this was a matter that had been 

engaging the attention of WHO for some time and had been the subject of discus-

sion at the previous session of the Committee. The views of the governments 

had been obtained either through official communications or from informal dis-

cussions with the WHO Representatives in the countries。 

In view of the Organization's wish to ensure that this programme of work 

was developed at the country level as a result of discussions between WHO and 

the national authorities, representatives were now asked to convey to the 

Committee and the Regional Director any additional points of view which their 

governments might have.concerning document SEA/RC2)/ll, particularly in relation 

to the proposed framework for the regional programme of work as detailed on 

pages of the document. 

In the discussion it was made clear that the activities in the suggested 
framework were not listed in the order of priority, as they would vary from 
country to country. Other views were expressed concerning the subject headings 
under which activities such as health education and nutrition should be placed. 
It was agreed that the frajnework should be revised in the light of the discus-
sions and forwarded to the Director-General (see resolution SEA/RC23/R7) • 

Quality Control of Drugs 

In a paper submitted on the subject- of quality control of drugs (SEA/ 

RC23/7), the Government of India recalled discussions by the Regional Committee 

in earlier sessions and the resolution adopted at its twenty-second session 

(SEA/RC22/R10)- It also drew attention to two World Health Assembly resolutions 

(WHA.22.5O and WH/V23,45), and to the need for co-ordinating the discussions that 

had taken place at these different levels. A review of activities and progress 

in the Region was suggested. 

Other matters raised included the- establishment of a regional drug quality 

control laboratory and its function. WHO assistance to the development of such 

laboratories was at present being implemented through consultants and fellow-

ships in both India and Thailand. 

The seminars on quality control of drugs which WHO had organized in 

various countries had been found most useful, and it was hoped that this acti-

vity would continue. 

The possibility of utilizing the WHO Revolving Fund for the purchase of 

expensive, sophisticated equipment requiring foreign exchange for drug analysis 

was considered. In view of the fact that the fund had been established as a 



result of a World Health Assembly resolution, it was stated that any suggested 

change in its use would need to be raised again at the World Health Assembly, 

and that, in any case, the maximum limit for each request was at present 

$27 000*, a sum which was hardly sufficient for equipping a quality control 

laboratory. 

It wats agreed that assistance was needed to strengthen hospital pharmacies 

and to train the pharmacists who would work in them. WHO would be prepared to 

consider requests for such assistance from Member Governments, within the 

existing budgetary limitations. 

4. Programme Planning of Public Health Activities, with Special 

Reference to the Work of Paramedical Health Personnel 

A paper on this subject (SEA/RC25A^) was presented by the Government of 

Ceylon. It was explained that the purpose of the document was to emphasize 

that, although health staff engaged in the preventive aspects of disease control 

generally worked well, they often carried out their tasks in a routine fashion 

and undertook little or no analysis of their role or the effect of their work 

on the health of the community. Practically no studies had been performed to 

indicate whether what was being done was essential or could be performed in a 

more efficient fashion. Hence the Government of Ceylon was taking steps to 

measure the impact of existing services, starting at the periphery. The data 

obtained from these and future studies would be used to plan services according 

to the needs of the community. 

In the ensuing discussions some delegates thought that planning at the 

periphery would be difficult because of the absence of trained and educated 

staff at this level, and considered the intermediate level to be the furthest 

at which such planning could be realistically formulated at present. 

However, the view was also expressed that unless staff and the community 

at the periphery were involved at the planning stage, plans would be implemented 

in a half-hearted fashion. Community participation was essential. Much was 

also made of the point that training programmes should be orientated to the. . 

needs of the people and hence to delivering health services and the planning 

of such services. 

5. Development of Immunolop^y in South-East Asia 

As immunology - a rapidly expanding subject requiring highly trained 

personnel - had created considerable enthusiasm among various countries, parti-

cularly in South-East Asia, the Regional Director had presented a special paper 

outlining WHO's activities in the Region in this regard (SEA/RC2V8)-

*At present, $37 390. 



A WHO Expert Committee had pointed out that the best way to solve the 
medical problems peculiar to a region was by continued effort by national insti-
tutions and scientists, rather than by utilizing the services of foreign insti-
tutions and consultants. The immunological problems of many communicable diseases 
were still evading solution;, moreover, many special problems of the. developing 
countries were unlikely to be studied in the more advanced countries. 

Regarding the designation of a Regional WHO Immunological Research and 

Training Centre, the Regional Office could help by providing consultants to 

assist with the training programme. 

Although immunology was now so important that it needed to become a 
separate discipline, the relationship of the subject to other disciplines such 
as microbiology and biochemistry should be examined by medical schools. 

It had been noted, that some workers tended to obtain high quality 
reference sera and to use them for routine studies. They should, instead, rely 
on and increase national resources. Activities in this field should be closely 
co-ordinated with those of related fields. In this respect, the Immunology 
Newsletter issued and the workshops organized by WHO had proved valuable. 

In the development of imraunoprophylaxis there were major problems in 
leprosy, cholera and rabies, for example, and also in the field of allergies. 
It was considered that more seminars, workshops and meetings on immunology 
would be valuable for research workers and should be organized by WHO. 

The Regional Committee adopted a resolution on this subject (SEA/RC23/R4). 

6. Technical Discussions on Hospital Referral Services 

For the first time, the technical discussions were devoted to the subject 
of the organization of medical care. For this reason, the first of the three 
meetings concentrated on current developments in this field. In the next one 
the participants discussed the meaning of hospital referral services within the 
context of public health administration and deliberated on the problems of 
operating such services, bearing in mind the organizational patterns of health 
administrations in the countries of the Region. Finally, the prerequisites for 
a good hospital referral service were discussed, with the practical aim of 
finding ways of implementing a suitable system。. 

There was general agreement that in order to improve medical care 
services, there must be better utilization of the limited resources in adminis-
tration, public expenditure, health facilities and manpower, to provide more 
effective patient care and a more efficient operation of services. A further 
conclusion was that a well organized medical care referral system was essential 
not only for the efficiency of the overall health structure but also for the . 
economical use of the staff and the facilities available. 



Medical doctors must be better trained so as to be well aware of and 
better motivated to their role as community physicians. They must also be 
trained to manage the government health services, and their skill should be 
fully utilized. There was general agreement that, in order to free physicians 
from routine tasks, medical assistants should be trained and used for the 
practice of empirical medicine, under medical supervision, in government 
services, particularly in rural areas. 

The report on the technical discussions was noted. 

7* Selection of Subject for the Technical Discussions 
at the Twenty-fourth Session 

A list of possible topics was submitted for consideration (in document 
SEA/RC25/6). Of these, "Health Statistics Requirements for National Health 
Planning" was unanimously selected as the subject for the technical discussions 
to be held during the twenty-fourth session of the Regional Committee (resolu-
tion SEA/RC23/R6). 

8 . Time and Place of the Twenty-fourth and Twenty-fifth Sessions 

The Regional Committee confirmed its earlier decision to hold its twenty-
fourth session in Rangoon, Burma, in September 1971. 

As mentioned in the Introduction, the representative from Ceylon, on 
behalf of his Government, extended an invitation to the Regional Committee to 
hold its. twenty-fifth session in Ceylon in 1972. This invitation was accepted 
with appreciation. 

After some discussion and examination of the circumstances which had led 
to the acceptance of the principle of holding alternate sessions at the seat of 
the Regional Office*, the Regional Committee reaffirmed the decision to follow 
this principle and to make exceptions only in special circumstances, as in the 
case of the invitation from Ceylon (resolution SEA/RC23/Ï18) • 

^Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions of the Regional Committee for 

South-East Asia, V.2 (6) (SEA/RC6/Rll)> ————一一—――一 
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ANNEX 2 

AGENDA* 

Document No. 

1. Opening of the session 

2. Sub-Committee on Credentials 

2.1 Appointment of the Sub-Committee • • 

2.2 Approval of the reports of the Sub-Committee 

Election of Chairman and Vice-Chairman 

4. Address by the Chairman 

5. Adoption of provisional agenda 

6. Appointment of the Sub-Committee on Programme 
and Budget and adoption of the terms of reference 

7. Adoption of agenda and election of Chairman for 

the technical discussions 

8. Twenty-second Annual Report of the Regional 

Director 

9. Resolutions of regional interest adopted by the 
Twenty-third World Health Assembly and the 
Executive Board 

10. Technical discussions - hospital referral 
services 

11 • P r o g r a m e planning of public health activities, 

with special reference to the work of paramedical 
public health personnel (item proposed by the 
Government of Ceylon) 

12. Quality control of drugs (item proposed by the 

Government of India) 
« 

1). Development of immunology in the South-East 
Asia Region 

SEA/ÏIC2V16 and 17 

SEA/ÏIC2V1 

SEA/RC23A 

SEA/RC 23/12 

SEA/RC23/2 and 
Corrs. 1 and 2 

SEA/RC25/9 and 10 

SEA/RC23/13 and Add.l 
SEA/ÏIC23AD/1 

SEA/RC25/14 

SEA/RC23/Y 

SEA/ÏIC2V8 

.Issued as document SEA/RC25/1 Rev.l, on 22 September 1970, 

and including references to final documents. 



Document No. 

14. Fifth General Programme of Work for a Specific 

Period 一 1975-1977 . 

15. Statements by representatives of the United Nations 

and specialized agencies and of inter-governmental 
.and non-governmental organizations in official 
relations with WHO 

16. Proposed regional programme and budget estimates 

for 1972 

I6.I Consideration of the report of the Sub-
committee on Programme and Budget 

17» Report by the Chairman of the technical 
discussions 

18. Selection of a subject for the technical 
discussions at the twenty-fourth session of 
the Regional Committee 

19. Time of the twenty-fourth session and place 
of the twenty-fifth session of the Regional 
Committee 

20. Any other business 

21. Adoption of the final report of the twenty-third 
session 

SEA/RC23/H and 
Add, 1 and Corr.l 

SEA/RC23/5 and Add.l 

SEA/RC23/18 

SEA/RC 23/19 

SEA/ÏIC25/6 

SEA/RC23/5 

SEA/RC2V20 

22. Adjournment 


