
WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION 

ORGANISATION MONDIALE DE LA SANTÉ

TWENTY-THIRD WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY

, ... , . ......... GENERAL COMMITTEE . :•

PROVISIONAL SUMMARY RECORD OF THE THIRD MEETING

A23/GC/sr/3

11 May 1970

DISTRIBUTION RESTRICTED

v j ■

Palais des Nations, Geneva 
Monday, 11 May 1970, at 12.10 p.m.

CHAIRMAN: Professor H. AYE (Ivory Coast),
;:'.i President of the World Health Assembly

CONTENTS

1.

2.

3.

Proposals for thjB election of Members entitled to designate a person to , 
serve on the Executive Board . . , . . .  . , . . . . . . . . .  ..... .

Programme of work of the Health Assembly

Proposals for the election of Members entitled to designate a person to serve 
on the Executive Board (resumed) . . . . .  ..........  . . . . . . . . . . .

Page

2

2

i с  v ■
i - г  ir. : j .  >;

if - * vo

Note : Corrections to this provisional summary récord should be submitted in writing to the 
Chief, Records Service, Room A.843, within 48 hours of its distribution.



A 2 3 /g c / s r / 3

page 2

1. PROPOSALS FOR THE ELECTION OF MEMBERS ENTITLED TO DESIGNATE A PERSON TO SERVE ON THE 
EXECUTIVE BOARD

The CHAIRMAN suggested that the Committee consider the programme of work of the Health 
Assembly for Tuesday, 12 May, during the counting of the votes of one of the ballots held with 
a view to drawing up its proposals for the election of Members entitled to designate a person 
to serve on the Executive Board.

It was so decided.

On the invitation of the CHAIRMAN, the DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL read out Article 24 of the 
Constitution and Rule 100 of the Rules of Procedure of the Assembly, governing the procedure 
for the election.

The CHAIRMAN drew the Committee's attention to the documents which had been communicated 
to it;
(1) a table showing the geographical distribution of seats on the Executive Board by regions;
(2) a regional list of Members of the Organization showing Members which were or had been 
entitled to designate persons to serve on the Board;
(3) a list of Members - classified by region and by alphabetical order within each region - 
whose names had been suggested following the announcement made by the President of the Assembly 
in pursuance of Rule 99 of the Rules of Procedure of the Assembly; the list was in no way 
restrictive and members of the Committee were free to vote for any other Member of their choice;
(4) a table showing the present composition of the Executive Board by region, giving the names 
of the Members which had designated persons to serve on the Board whose term expired at the end 
of the Twenty-third World Health Assembly and who would have to be replaced. The Members in 
question were: Ivory Coast, Panama, Pakistan, the United Arab Republic, the Federal Republic
of Germany, Romania, Sweden and Australia.

He suggested that the same procedure be adopted as at previous Assemblies and that, after 
a general discussion, the Committee hold a trial vote which would give a general idea of the 
situation and then, following a discussion on the results of the trial vote, draw up first a 
list of twelve Members and then a list of eight Members - selected from the list of twelve 
Members - which in its opinion would provide, if elected, a balanced distribution of a Board 
as a whole in accordance with the provisions of Rule 100 of the Rules of Procedure of the 
Health Assembly.

Dr MARTINEZ (Mexico) informed the Committee that at an informal meeting of the Latin 
American countries it had been decided, by a large majority, that Nicaragua’s candidature 
should be presented.

Dr RAVENNA (Uruguay) confirmed what Dr Martinez had said, and stated that Uruguay wished 
to withdraw its candidature.

The CHAIRMAN invited Dr Sow (Senegal) and Dr Steinfeld (United States of America) to act 
as tellers.

A preliminary vote by secret ballot was taken for purposes of information.

2. PROGRAMME OF WORK OF THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY

After hearing the Chairmen of the main committees report on the progress of their work, 
the Committee drew up the programme of meetings for Tuesday, 12 May. It was decided that the 
plenary Assembly should hold a night meeting to continue the general discussion on agenda 
items 1.11 and 1.12.
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3. PROPOSALS FOR THE ELECTION OF MEMBERS ENTITLED TO DESIGNATE A PERSON TO SERVE ON THE
EXECUTIVE BOARD (resumed)

After learning the results of the trial vote, the Committee voted by secret ballot to 
decide upon the list of twelve Members to be transmitted to the Health Assembly. The list 
decided upon was as follows: Afghanistan, Austria, Denmark, Ethiopia, France, Kenya, Laos, 
Monaco, Nicaragua, Saudi Arabia, Tunisia and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics.

Before the Committee drew up the list of eight Members, the DIRECTOR-GENERAL reminded it 
that, if it wished to maintain the present distribution of seats on the Board by regions, it 
must recommend the names of one Member from the African Region, one Member from the Region of 
the Americas, three Members from the European Region, two Members from the Eastern 
Mediterranean Region and one Member from the Western Pacific Region.

Dr AL-AWADI (Kuwait) stated that an unofficial meeting of the delegations of the Eastern 
Mediterranean Region it had been decided that in that region the candidatures of an Arab 
country - Saudi Arabia - and of a non-Arab country, to be selected from the other candidates 
of the Region, should be recommended.

The CHAIRMAN pointed out that only the names of Members on the list of twelve Members 
could be entered on the list of eight Members.

A vote was taken by secret ballot to determine the list of eight Members which in the 
Committee's opinion would provide, if elected, a balanced distribution of the Board as a whole.

The following countries were nominated: Kenya, Laos, Nicaragua, France, Austria, the 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, Ethiopia and Saudi Arabia.

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL read out the report of the Committee containing the names of 
the twelve Members proposed, together with the names of the eight Members which in the 
Committee's opinion would provide, if elected, a balanced distribution of the Board as a 
whole.

The CHAIRMAN informed the Committee that the report would be distributed on Tuesday,
12 May, and submitted to the Assembly at its plenary meeting on Wednesday, 13 May.

The meeting rose at 2 p.m.


