
WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION 

ORGANISATION MONDIALE DE LA SANTÉ 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

Forty-fifth Session 

INFORMATION OF NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 
REQUESTING OFFICIAL RELATIONS WITH WHO1 

1. Name of Organization 

Centro Internazionale "Universal Medical Assistance" (U.M.A.) 

2. Address of headquarters 

Via Marconi 45, Bologna 
c/o Ente Provinciale di Turimo 

Postal address : 

Centro Internazionale U.M.A. 
Casella Postale 22 
40100 Bologna 

3. Addresses of all branch or regional headquarters 

U.M.A. has not yet proceeded to set up its own official provincial, regional 
offices while awaiting recognition by WHO. However, it disposes of a network of 
surgeries and offices through which world-wide co-operation is possible. 
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4. Membership 

(a) Total number of persons 

For the same reason as in 3. above, U.M.A. has not issued personal membership cards while 
recognition by WHO and the co-operation of Ministers of Health and World Medical Associations 
were awaited. However, the total number of widely—scattered participants at university and 
hospital level amounts to several hundred. 

(b) Do these persons pay directly or are the subscriptions paid by affiliated organizations? 

There is no membership fee but U.M.A. has very many moral supporters some of whom also 
give financial support to cover administrative expenses. 

(c) List affiliated organizations, giving their country^ and the total number of persons 
belonging to each 

U.M.A. has no affiliated organizations. 

(d) Note various types of membership^ such as associate members, with numbers and pertinent 
facts 

U.M.A. membership is not divided into any system of categories. 

As provided by the applicant on 25 September 1969. 
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5e General purposes of the Organization 

U.M.A. provides transport, assistance, hospitalization, medical care and repatriation of 
indigent sick persons (see also 6. below). 

6, (a) What is the primary function of the Organization? 

U.M.A. makes no distinctions of origin, nationality or race. In accordance with Article 
3 of its Statute, it assists indigent sick persons in all parts of the world to obtain treatment 
free of charge, transporting them to countries where are available specialist cures not 
available in their hpme country» 

(b) Secondary? 

U.M.A. is uniquely humanitarian and therefore non-political. To carry out its task, it 
provides wherever possible medical advice and sends medicines otherwise difficult to obtain. 
Furthermore, it organizes conferences on scientific and social questions for doctors and 
promotes international exchanges between university clinics co-operating with U.M.A. 

7. (a) Does the organization advocate any special health measures or procedures? 

(b) Has the organization any special reservations as to treatment or health procedures? If 
spy what are these? . 

U.M.A. does not use any special therapy and has no preference or prejudice with regard 
to the various forms of treatment especially since it gives no direct care but, by agreement, 
takes advantage of the free treatment and care offered by medical staff in hospitals and 
university clinics. 

8. Can officially designated representatives speak authoritatively for the membership on 
matters concerned with the stated purposes of the organization? 

The delegate of U.M.A. is authorized to act on behalf of the Centre and within the limits 
prescribed by its airas. 

9. Specific interest with reference to the work of the World Health Organization 

U.M.A. is particularly interested in the activities of WHO which it considers the co-
ordinator of medical assistance on a world-wide scale and therefore the most appropriate 
instrument for bridge-building between indigent sick persons and clinicians throughout the 
world. 

10, Officers 

(For the year 1969): 

President : 
Vice-President : 
Advisers : 

Secretary： 

Administrator : 

Dr Nicola Manessis M.D. 
Professor Mirko Manzotti M.D, 
Dott. Franco Albergo 
Dott. Ugo Condo 
Ing. Mario Ugo Jovene 
Dr Dimitrios Klemos,M.D. 
Dott. Prof. Enzo Pretolani M.D. 
Dr Diego Brescia M.D. 
Rag. Lao Penzo 
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11. Structure 

(a) Policy-making bodies such as Conference, Governing Body, Executive Committee 

A Managing and Executive Committee, composed of the President, the Secretary and 
clinicians from universities and hospitals, examines requests for assistance and considers the 
steps to be taken. 

(b) Frequency of meetings, with date of the last meeting of each 

The Committee normally meets once a month, holding extraordinary sessions when urgent 
cases require examination. 

(c) Voting procedure 

Decisions are taken on a simple majority vote of those present. 

(d) Affiliation with other organizations, including international organizations 

At the present time U.M.A. is not affiliated to other organizations. 

12. Finances 

U.M.A. owns no property. To date, expenses have been met by voluntary donations from 
banks, industry, Ministries, and public and private bodies. When necessary, the President 
has made available a substantial part of the income derived from his medical practice. 

13. History 

U.M.A. was founded by me on 28 April 1960 in Modena (Italy) and immediately obtained 
considerable support throughout the world on account of its charitable and humanitarian aims. 
The birth of U.M.A. is closely bound up with my own life. 

I was born on the island of Zante (Greece). My father was a labourer, compelled to work 
hard to support his family of wife and three children; I personally worked by day and studied 
at night. After finishing high school, I worked in various governmental and quasi-
governmental offices. I moved to Athens in order to study at the university but it was not 
easy to find work to support myself. I worked as a labourer at the port of Piraeus, then 
found a job in the office of the Red Cross Hospital in Athens. 

In 1953, the town where I was born was destroyed by an earthquake and my parents found 
themselves in direst need. My salary no longer sufficed and I was compelled to emigrate to 
Belgium to work as a miner at a depth of more than 400 ft in the Paturages mine to earn 
sufficient money to aid my brothers and my parents. A loan was obtained from the State to 
rebuild a house where the family could be reunited. 

The poverty and daily sufferings of the miners - which I also suffered and shared - led 
me to think of the need for an international organization to aid indigent sick people all over 
the world, left to their own resources and in need of treatment obtainable only in other 
countries； an organization similar to that which receives the S.O.S. call from a sinking ship 
hopeful that its desperate cry will be heard. I obtained a scholarship from the Italian 
Government and took a degree in medicine and surgery at the University of Bologna. 

During my first year at university, I got to know a father despairing for his son who had 
been blind for eight years; he was very poor and in order to take him abroad to be operated 
had been compelled to sell his home. I lived his tragedy with him and in so far as was 
possible for a student, I helped reduce his expenses. This case of which I was only by chance 
a witness, helped me to develop the idea of creating an International Centre of Assistance to 
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the indigent sick which had been a dream as a miner in Belgium. I thought then that, like a 
river, it must start with the first raindrop and just as the first star announces the arrival 
of the evening, so the journey of an organization commences with the first step. So was 
born U.M.A. 

14. Activities 

From the first moment I received cordial, understanding encouragement from various 
university clinicians. The first patient was brought from Greece to Italy. She was an 
orphan and had been deaf for 14 years. After the operation she reacquired her hearing. The 
next case was a three-year-old child from Tripoli, blind since birth, who reacquired her sight 
after the operation. Other cases successfully treated concerned a boy from Chad, a Somali 
girl, an elderly Pole, a young Turk. I could quote many other episodes happily resolved 
through the intervention of U.M.A. 

I would like to report one case which particularly struck me. It concerns a young mother, 
desperate because her only son, seriously ill and in need of specialist treatment abroad, could 
not be cured for lack of the necessary money. She reached the point where, faced with a 
general lack of concern, she intended to kill her son, at the entrance to the Ministry of 
Health, in order not to see him suffer any longer. This pitiful case was also solved by 
U.M.A. 

Subsequently, the interest of the world press and radio and television stations has . 
concentrated on the Centre1 s activities. I have been interviewed in Italy and abroad 14 times 
for television. Radio stations have put out a total of 72 programmes. About 2000 articles, 
many of them illustrated, have appeared in daily papers and magazines throughout the world. 
Such plentiful documentation has made the activities of U.M.A. known to millions. 

Transport of the indigent sick assisted by U.M.A, has been provided without charge by 1 plane 
operators and shipping companies; medicines have been donated by various pharmaceutical houses 
and doctors and hospitals have offered their services voluntarily. And it can be stated with 
considerable satisfaction that all those who have enjoyed the assistance of the U.M.A. Centre 
have been able to return to an active social and family life. Sight has been reacquired, also 
hearing, a patient afflicted with lockjaw was enabled to eat again, brain and heart operations 
have been carried out. 

The deep appreciation of these human beings returned to an active life is the highest 
and indeed the only reward to U,M<A, 

As President of U.M.A. I sent a letter on 18 May 1967 to the Minister of Health in 136 
countries, requesting their co-operation. Forty-two Ministers replied and some declared 
themselves ready to set up a U.M.A. unit in their country. Others recently asked for 
information regarding the activities and membership fees of U.M.A. and inquiring whether the 
assistance given to sick persons was partially or entirely free. Still others have asked for 
a personal interview with a view to reaching some specific agreement. 

I have also attempted to arrange a short meeting between those Ministers of Health who 
are participating in this venture but for reasons outside of my control, I have so far not 
succeeded. The Ministry of Health of Greece has made available to U.M.A. without charge, the 
services of four hospitals in Athens• And in this city there has been opened the first 
U.M.A. unit in Greece. 

The Faculties of Medicine and Surgery of the University of Salónica and Bologna have given 
their support to U.M.A. right from the beginning. The University of Bologna has taken care 
of all those patients admitted within its sphere of influence. There have also been cultural 
exchanges between the clinicians from the Universities of Salónica and Bologna who have co-
operated with U.M.A. as well as conferences on scientific and social topics. 



EB45/^ÍG0/4 
page 5 

The following are the plans which U.M.A, hopes to realize as soon as possible in the 
interest of suffering humanity which awaits the helping hand and warm heart of society: 

(1) to set up a U.M.Ae Centre in every country under the auspices of the Ministry of 
Health and the national Medical Association; 

(2) such national centres will be linked directly with the international headquarters; 

(3) each national centre will have a representative in every province at the local 
branch of the Medical Association; 

(4) the task of the local representatives will consist in: 

(a) making a careful choice of the hospitals and university clinics with whom to 
arrange the treatment, free of charge, of people assisted by U.M.A.； 

(b) examining cases of indigent sick persons requiring specialist treatment abroad 
for subsequent referral to the national centre for onforwarding, if necessary, to 
the international headquarters; 

(c) seeking funds through organizations, banks, industry and local private citizens 
for the support of U.M.A.； 

(5) the international headquarters of U.M.A. will be set up by agreement with WHO, 
Ministers of Health and Ministers of Education. These headquarters will co-ordinate 
activities and on a world-wide scale serve as a clearing-house for the needs of indigent 
sick persons requiring specialist treatment. 

To achieve these aims, U.M.A. declares here and now its willingness to turn over to WHO 
its records, in the knowledge that that great organization is the most appropriate and 
effective agency to assist all the peoples of the world to achieve the highest possible 
standard of medical care and attention. 

15. Publications 

For the present, U#M,A# issues no publication of its own# As already indicated, its 
activities are publicized through radio and television programmes and the most important world 
press agencies. 

16. Document at i on工 

Three copies of the Statute of the Organization and three copies of the most recent annual 
reports• 

1 Held by the Secretariat. 


