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1. Under the present provisions of the Rules of Procedure of the World Health Assembly, it is 

required that in plenary meetings, reports of committees shall be read aloud if they have not 

been distributed 24 hours in advance. Resolutions forming part of reports of committees have 

been read aloud in plenary meetings under this rule. 

2. It would seem that a considerable saving of time would result if the reading aloud of the 

text of reports and resolutions were to become discretionary, irrespective of the period which 

has elapsed since their distribution. 

3. It is therefore suggested that Rule 52 of the Rules Of Procedure of the World Health 

Assembly should be amended in this sense, by rewording the sentence at the end of the rule. 

4. The amended rule would then read as follows : 

The reports of all committees established to consider items of the agenda shall, 

before being submitted to a plenary meeting, be referred to the General Committee, or to 

a drafting committee appointed by it, for co-ordinating. Such reports, including draft 

resolutions, shall, after being examined by the General Committee, be distributed, in so 

far as practicable, at least twenty-four hours in advance of the plenary meeting at which 

they are to be considered, unless the General Committee decides, on procedural grounds, 

to refer the report or the draft for re-examination to the competent committee. JyîhereJ 

Such reports, including draft resolutions annexed thereto, j^ha.ve been so distributed 

twenty-four hours in advance, t h e力 shall not be read aloud in the plenary meeting, unless 

the President decides otherwise.^ 

5. It may be noted that in the General Assembly of the United Nations, draft resolutions are 
not read aloud in plenary meetings. 

6. If the Executive Board should decide to transmit to the Twenty-third World Health Assembly 

the suggestions contained in the second alternative in the report on method of work of the 

Health Assembly,
2
 which would involve the redesignation of the titles of the two main committees 

of the Assembly, then it might be necessary to consider the amendment of Rule 34 of the Rules of 

Procedure. 

Rule 52 
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7. The amendment would consist in deleting, in sub-paragraphs (a) and (b) of this rule, the 

references to the Committee on Programme and Budget and the Committee on Administration, 

Finance and Legal Matters and substituting a reference to Committee I and Committee II. 

8. The amended rule would then read as follows : 

Rule 34 

The main committees of the Health Assembly shall be: 

(a) Committee I ^The Committee on Programme and BudgetJ 

(b) Committee II /the Committee on Administration, Finance and Legal M a t t e r ^ 1 

In addition to these two main committees, the Health Assembly may establish such other 

main committees as it may consider necessary. 

The Health Assembly, after consideration of the recommendations of the Board and the 

General Committee, shall allocate to such main committees appropriate items of the agenda. 

The Chairmen of these main committees shall be elected by the Health Assembly after 

consideration of the report of the Committee on Nominations. 

1 Words between square brackets indicate deletions, words underlined indicate additions. 


