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COMMITT

MEMBERS IN ARREARS IN THE PAYMENT OF THEIR CONTRIBUTIONS 

TO AN EXTENT WHICH MAY INVOKE THE PROVISIONS OF 

ARTICLE 7 OF THE CONSTITUTION

Second Report of the Ad Hoc Committee of the Executive Board

1. At its forty-fifth session, the Executive Board, in resolution EB45.R43, established an 

Ad Hoc Committee consisting of Sir William Refshauge, Dr B. Juricic and Professor J. F. Goossens.
О

The Committee, in accordance with resolution EB45.R25 was to "consider all the circumstances 

involving those Members who, at the time of its meeting, prior to the Twenty-third World Health 

Assembly, remain in arrears in the payment of their contributions to an extent which may invoke 

Article 7 of the Constitution and to submit to the Twenty-third World Health Assembly on behalf 

of the Board such recommendations as it deems desirable."

2. The Committee met on 4 and 8 May 1970. Sir William Refshauge was unable to attend.

Dr B. D. B. Layton was appointed in accordance with paragraph 3 of resolution EB45.R43^ by the 

Chairman of the Board to serve on the Ad Hoc Committee. Dr B. Juricic was elected Chairman.

3. The Committee considered the Report of the Director-General and took note of the situation 

concerning Members in arrears. It requested the Director-General to communicate on its behalf 

with those Members concerning whose arrears no information had been received in reply to the 

Director-General's previous communications.

4. Accordingly, a cable was sent which requested those Members to pay their arrears, or, if 

they were unable to do so, to communicate the difficulties they were experiencing in making 

such payments.

5. The Committee at its meeting on 8 May 1970 was informed that payments had been received 

from Bolivia, El Salvador and Peru. It noted that the payment by Bolivia of US$ 25 541 67, 

by Peru of US$ 100 880 and by El Salvador of US$ 23 170 resulted in these countries no longer 

being in arrears to an extent which might invoke the provisions of Article 7 of the 

C o n s t itution.

6. Taking account of the above payments, the position concerning Members in arrears to an 

extent which might invoke the provisions of Article 7 of the Constitution is shown in Annex 1.

7. A communication from Uruguay indicates that payment of its 1968 contribution is in process, 

which, when received, is sufficient to result in Uruguay no longer being in arrears to an extent 

which might invoke the provisions of Article 7 of the Constitution.

The Committee considers that this communication is a firm indication of Uruguay's intent 

to settle its arrears for 1968.

1 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth O r g . , 181, 26 and 27,

2 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth O r g . , 181, 16.
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8. A communication from Haiti proposes settlement of its arrears and current contributions 

starting in 1970 which is similar to the arrangements proposed by Haiti in 1966 and accepted 

by the Nineteenth World Health Assembly in its resolution W H A 19.29.1 The Committee does not 

see any reason for amending the decision taken in 1966; it suggests that the Health Assembly 

may wish to request Haiti to implement that decision.

9. With reference to the arrears of Southern Rhodesia the Committee recalled that a communi

cation dated 22 May 1969 had been received by the Director-General from the Ministry of Health 

of the United Kingdom, and had been presented to the Twenty-second World Health Assembly when 

it considered the same subject. This communication stated, inter a l i a , that, "Financial 

transactions between the Organization and the regime (including the payment of contributions) 

had been suspended . . In view of this situation of continuing non-payment of the 

contribution of Southern Rhodesia, the Committee invited the Director-General to study the 

future treatment of the assessment of Southern Rhodesia, and to submit a report to the forty- 

seventh session of the Executive Board.

10. The Ad Hoc Committee expressed its concern that some Members continue to be in arrears 

to an extent which made it necessary for the Board and the Health Assembly to consider this 

matter. They recognized that some Members had made an effort to settle their arrears prior 

to the consideration by the Health Assembly of this subject. The Committee requested the 

Director-General to report to the Health Assembly any further payments or communications 

r e c e i v e d .

11. The Ad Hoc Committee suggests that Committee В of the Health Assembly request the 

Director-General to send on its behalf cables to the Dominican Republic, Haiti and Paraguay 

urging settlement of their arrears without delay and that they reply by cable as soon as 

possible so that the Committee may take definitive action on this matter no later than Monday, 

18 May 1970.

1 Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 10th e d . , p. 335.



Amounts due

Members
1965 1966 1967

Instalment 

on arrears 

payable 

in 1967

1968

Instalment 

on arrears 

payable 

in 1968

1969

Instalment 

on arrears 

payable 

in 1969

Total

US $ US $ US $ US $ US $ US $ US $ US $ US S

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 16 610** 17 410 21 320 23 170 25 140 103 650

1)
HAITI - - 14 585** 3 367 23 170 3 367 25 140 3 367 72 996

PARAGUAY - - 19 130** - 23 170 - 25 140 - 67 440

SOUTHERN RHODESIA* - - 10 660 - 11 590 - 12 580 - 34 830

ak эк jk
URUGUAY - - - - 52 140 - 50 280 - 102 420

*
Associate Member.

* *
Balance of contribution.

* **
See paragraph 7 of this Report.

^  See resolution WHA19.29, Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 10th e d . , p. 335.
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MEMBERS IN ARREARS IN THE PAYMENT OF THEIR CONTRIBUTIONS 

TO AN EXTENT WHICH MAY INVOKE THE PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 7 

OF THE CONSTITUTION

Report by the Director-General
' W -  ' T ' ' -

1. A remittance of US$ 52 140 was received from Uruguay on 12 May 1970, in payment of its 

contribution for 1968. As a result of this payment, Uruguay is no longer in arrears to an 

extent which might invoke the provisions of Article 7 of the Constitution.

2. As requested by Committee В of the Twenty-third World Health Assembly, the Director- 

General sent on its behalf cables to the Dominican Republic, Haiti and Paraguay urging settle

ment of their arrears without delay and requested them to reply by cable as soon as possible 

so that the Committee may take definitive action on this matter no later than Monday,

18 May 1970.

3. The Director-General has received a letter dated 12 May 1970 from the Permanent Delegation 

of the Dominican Republic to the International Organizations in Geneva which is appended to 

this document as Annex 1. In view of the assurances given by the Permanent Representative

of the Dominican Republic in his communication of 12 May 1970, the Director-General intends to 

pursue the matter with that Member State.

4. The Director-General has also received a cable from the Government of Haiti dated

16 May 1970 which is attached to this document as Annex 2. As will be seen from that Annex 

the Government of Haiti has given a firm indication that a payment of the 1969 contributions 

will be made on 19 May 1970.

5. No reply has been received from Paraguay in response to the cable which the Director- 

General sent at the request of Committee B.

6. As regards Haiti and Paraguay it will be noted that neither Member has a representative 

at the Twenty-third World Health Assembly and therefore the question of voting rights does not 

arise.

7. In the light of the present situation, the Twenty-third World Health Assembly may wish to 

consider the adoption of a resolution along the following lines:

The Twenty-third World Health Assembly,

Having considered resolution EB45.R25 of the Executive Board and the report of its 

Ad Hoc Committee on Members in Arrears in the payment of their contributions to an extent 

which may invoke Article 7 of the Constitution;

Noting with regret and concern that the Dominican Republic, Haiti and Paraguay are 

in arrears to such an extent that it is necessary for the Assembly to consider, in 

accordance with Article 7 of the Constitution, whether or not the voting privileges of 

these Members should be suspended;
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Having considered the explanations given by the Permanent Representative of the 

Dominican Republic on the situation in that country in his communication to the Director- 

General ; and

Noting that neither Haiti nor Paraguay are present at the Twenty-third World Health 

Assembly;

1. DECIDES not to suspend the voting privileges of the Dominican Republic at the 

Twenty-third World Health Assembly, in the light of the assurances received in the 

letter of 12 May 1970 from the representative of his country;

2. APPRECIATES the assurance provided by the Government of Haiti concerning a payment 

to be made on 19 May 1970; and

3. REQUESTS the Director-General to communicate this resolution to the three Members 

concerned and to continue his efforts to obtain payment of their outstanding arrears.



A23/AFL/16 A d d . 1 

page 3

A NNEX 1

PERMANENT DELEGATION OF THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 

TO THE INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS IN GENEVA

6, Avenue de Frontenex 

1207 Geneva

12 May 1970

Ref. No. 263/70 

Sir,

With reference to telegram No. 2291 of 11 May 1970, addressed to the Secretary of State 

for Public Health and Social Welfare of the Dominican Republic, with a copy to this Permanent 

Delegation, and containing the information that Committee В of the Twenty-third World Health 

Assembly, now meeting in this city, has requested payment of the arrears of contributions to 

the Organization before Monday, 18 May 1970, I have to report as follows:

The Dominican Republic is at present going through an agitated period of general elections 

which will culminate next Saturday on 16 May 1970. As a result, for some time past d i ffi

culties have been occurring within the administrative services of the Republic in the normal 

processing of correspondence, and I therefore do not think that there will be any reply to 

the request contained in your telegram before the time limit indicated in it.

I am sure that, as soon as the country emerges from the present exceptional period, the 

in-coming government will take all necessary steps to enable the Dominican Republic to fulfil 

its commitments to the World Health Organization.

I am,

Sir,

Your obedient Servant,

Fabio Herrera-Roa 

Chargé d'Affaires

The Director-General 

World Health Organization 

Geneva
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A N NEX 2

TELEGRAM

16 May 1970

Director-General

W orld Health Organization

Geneva

Reference cable 11 May Director-General concerning contributions Haiti to WHO we renew for 

any necessary purposes our assurance that payment contributions for year 1969 will be made 

Tuesday, 19 May 1970. Refer Committee concerning terms payment arrears to previous letter 

addressed to WHO. On behalf Government beg Committee on Haiti of Twenty-third Assembly to 

consider efforts for solvency despite unfavourable economic conditions and to guarantee by 

their decision the right of the delegation of Haiti to vote. Minister of Foreign Affairs 

Republic of Haiti.

Rene Chalmers


