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1 . CONSIDERATION OF THE PROVISIONAL AGENDA FOR THE TWENTY-SECOND WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY: 

Item 4.1 of the Agenda (Document EB43/30 Rev.l) 

At the request of the CHAIRMAN, the DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL introduced the item. The 

text of the provisional agenda for the Twenty-second World Health Assembly had been redrafted 

in order to take account of decisions taken by the Board at its forty—third session. The 

revised provisional agenda was contained in document EB43/30 Rev.1• 

The CHAIRMAN, speaking as a member of the Board, regretted that, for the first time in 

thirteen years, a separate item on smallpox eradication had not been included in the agenda. 

It was true that the Executive Board had adopted a resolution on the subject (EB43.R21 ) in which 

there was no recommended resolution for the Health Assembly; he was not convinced, however, 

that the Health Assembly would not wish to discuss the smallpox eradication programme. 

Smallpox was the second eradication programme undertaken by the Organization； the first 

had not been a success, and everything should be done to ensure that the second did not fail 

as well. Two years previously, it had been decided that the smallpox eradication programme 

would be financed under the regular budget, the intention being that it should be completed in 

ten years. It seemed advisable, therefore, that developments in the programme should be under 

constant review both by the Board and by the Health Assembly, and that the Assembly should have 

the right to say whether it wanted to examine the question every year or only once every two or 

three years. What he feared was that a Member State, noticing the omission of the item from 

the agenda, might draw the Health Assembly's attention to the fact. His proposal did not run 

counter to the spirit or the letter of the resolution adopted by the Board: it had been left 

to the Director-General's discretion to decide whether there was anything to report or not. 

In his own opinion, however, it would be better to have an agenda item on the subject (under 

which the Director^General could if necessary say no developments had occurred) than to exclude 

the item from the agenda. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL, referring to the Chairman's statement that the Assembly would want 

to discuss the matter, drew attention to paragraph 8(b) of resolution WHA21.21, which did not 

stipulate to which session of the Executive Board or to which Health Assembly the Director-

General was to report. It should be noted, further, that the provisional agenda contained no 

item on the review of the malaria eradication programme: what it contained was an item on the 

re-examination of the global strategy of that programme. He made that comment because he 

believed that both the malaria eradication and the smallpox eradication programmes could be 

discussed when the Assembly examined the programme and budget proposals for 1970. As he had 

said previously, he felt that he should report to the Assembly only when there was something 

to report. That did not necessarily mean that he would not be making a report on the smallpox 

eradication programme to the forthcoming Health Assembly. 

The CHAIRMAN said that he had not intended to suggest that the Health Assembly would 

necessarily wish to discuss the question. An item on smallpox eradication had, however, been 

included in the Assembly's agenda for so long that he feared that delegates might not understand 

why the item was now omitted. He had no objection to the subject being considered along with 

the relevant part of the programme and budget estimates for 1970; he would be happier, however, 

if a separate item on smallpox eradication were included in the Assembly's agenda. 

Sir George GODBER asked whether the report on the smallpox eradication programme submitted 

to the Board (document EB43/28) would be attached to the report on the proposed programme and 

budget estimates for 1970. If so, the Health Assembly would have before it all the information 

that had been available to the Board. 



- 3 0 5 - EB43/SR/18 Rev.l 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that normally document EB43/28 would not be submitted to the 

Health Assembly. If, however, the Board wished it to be, its wishes would be respected. 

It should be clearly understood, however, that the report on the malaria eradication programme 

(EB43/23) would not be submitted to the Health Assembly. If between the end of the Board and 

the beginning of the Assembly developments occurred in that programme, he would bring them to 

the attention of the Assembly, to be considered when the programme and budget for 1970 were 

being discussed. 

Sir George GODBER said that it was true that the smallpox and malaria eradication 

programmes would be discussed when the Health Assembly discussed the programme and budget for 

1970. It seemed necessary, however, to ensure that the Assembly had before it all the inform, 

ation that it might require on those subjects. If the report which had been submitted to the 

Board were made available, the Assembly would have an opportunity to go into the subject fully 

when discussing the programme and budget estimates. 

The CHAIRMAN said that in his opinion the simplest procedure would be to include separate 

items on the malaria and smallpox eradication programmes in the provisional agenda for the 

Assembly. 

Dr MONDET thought that the most suitable moment for the subjects to be discussed was when 

the Assembly discussed the programme and budget estimates for 1970. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL pointed out that Sir George Godber had suggested that the report on 

the smallpox eradication programme be submitted to the Assembly for consideration when it was 

reviewing the programme and budget estimates for 1970： he had not suggested that separate 

items on the malaria and smallpox eradication programmes be included in the provisional agenda. 

The CHAIRMAN considered that Sir George Godber‘s proposal differed from his own in form 

but not in substance. 

Dr LAYTON said that he could not agree with the Chairman, at least in so far as the 

smallpox eradication programme was concerned. Resolution WHA21.21 was specific on the subject 

and left discretion in the matter to the Director^General• It would be presumptuous of the 

Board to try and alter a Health Assembly decision» 

Dr JURICIC said that, although the smallpox eradication programme had not got off to an 

impressive start, progress was being made* It did not seem opportune however to bring the 

matter to the next World Health Assembly; sufficient additional information might be available 

to warrant a discussion at the Health Assembly in 1970. In his opinion^ the adoption of 

Sir George Godber
f

 s suggestion would provide the best way out of the difficulty. 

Dr STREET said that he was concerned at the fact that, in the one programme in which a 

global strategy had produced effective results, there should be one country which was not 

implementing the eradication programme. As Dr Layton had said, discretion in the matxer had 

been left to the Director-General• There did, however, seem to be a need to bring the question 

of the global strategy to the attention of all Member countries, with a view to encouraging the 

one country which had not initiated an eradication programme to participate in the campaign. 

Sir William REFSHAUGE shared the Chairman's concern that progress should be made in the 

smallpox eradication campaign. The Organization's status and prestige depended on the success 

of that programme, because the disease was one which could in fact be eradicated. The Chairman, 

in submitting the Executive Board's report to the Health Assembly would be able to say that the 

smallpox eradication programme had been a matter of concern to the Board, that the Director-

General could report on the subject in connexion with the proposed programme and budget 

estimates, and that he hoped the Assembly would discuss the question. 
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Dr OTOLORIN asked if the Chairman would comment on Dr Layton
1

s point that, by the Health 

Assembly
T

 s decision, discretion in the matter was left to the Director-General. 

Referring to Dr Street
1

 s comments, he said that it was the Director-General who had 

supplied the information that there was one country that was not participating effectively in 

the eradication programme. Unless further developments occurred between the end of the 

Board and the beginning of the Health Assembly there seemed no reason for the Director-

General to report on the matter to the Health Assembly. He therefore agreed with Dr Layton 

that discretion in the matter lay with the Director-General. If the Board decided that the 

information supplied to it should also be made available to the Assembly, then Sir George 

Godber* s suggestion should be adopted. 

Sir George GODBER emphasized that his intention was not to prevent the Health Assembly 

from discussing the smallpox eradication programme: he merely wanted to avoid the same 

discussions taking place twice. If the Director-General‘s report on the subject were 

considered at the same time as the programme and budget estimates, the Assembly would still 

be able to have a full discussion on the subject, but time would not be wasted by covering 

the same ground twice. 

Dr MONDET agreed with the comments made by Dr Otolorin and Sir George Godber. The 

subject could be -discussed when the Assembly came to the relevant part of the programme and 

budget estimates for 1970. 

The CHAIRMAN, replying to Dr Otolorin, said that, in his opinion, his own proposal 

would in no way limit the powers of the Director-General. He would not, however, press his 

point. It seemed from the discussion that the Board did not object to the Health Assembly's 

attention being drawn to the matter. 

However, since his proposal had not been accepted, no change would be made in the 

provisional agenda for the Twenty-second World Health Assembly. The matter would merely be 

referred to in the summary record of the meeting. 

He suggested that the Board should adopt the following resolution on the subject : 

The Executive Board 

APPROVES the Director-General
T

 s proposals for the provisional agenda of the 

Twenty-second World Health Assembly. 

Decision： The resolution was adopted. 

2. CO-ORDINATION WITH THE UNITED NATIONS, THE SPECIALIZED AGENCIES AND THE IAEA： REPORTS 

OF THE JOINT INSPECTION UNIT： Item 7.1.4 of the Agenda (Document EB43/45 and Corr.l) 

(continued from the seventeenth meeting, section 11) 

The CHAIRMAN drew attention to the following draft resolution which had been submitted 

by the Rapporteur to the Board for approval: 

The Executive Board, 

Having considered the Joint Inspection Unit
1

 s report on WHO assistance to 

developing countries and the observations thereon by the Director-General, 

1. THANKS the Joint Inspection Unit for its report； 

2 . CONSIDERS that the Organization, in furnishing technical assistance to governments 

upon their request, including assistance in strengthening health services, is carrying 

out policies and programmes in accordance with the decisions of the Executive Board and 

the World Health Assembly; 

1

 Resolution EB43.R49. 
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3. SUGGESTS that the Director-General, in his continuing study of the assistance 

provided by the Organization to Member States, may wish to examine further : 

(i) the steps which might be taken to strengthen the Organization's assistance 

to governments in the maintenance and repair of equipment, in collaboration with 

other organizations in the United Nations system, as appropriate; 

(ii) the possibility and desirability of the use of contributions in kind or 

in the form of experts and personnel provided free of charge by developed countries 

or public institutions ; 

(iii) the method of classifying activities in the various reports of the 

Organization to identify more clearly those related to the development of basic 

health services； and 

4 . REQUESTS the Director-General to transmit his report, the summary records, and the 

decision of the Executive Board to the Chairman of the Joint Inspection Unit and to the 

External Auditor of the World Health Organization. 

The CHAIRMAN proposed that paragraphs 3 and 4 be replaced by the following: 

3 . REQUESTS the Director-General to continue his study of the assistance provided 

by the Organization to Member States, bearing in mind the recommendations of the Joint 

Inspection Unit and the views expressed by the members of the Board； and 

4 . REQUESTS further the Director-General to transmit his report, the summary records 

and the decision of the Executive Board to the Chairman of the Joint Inspection Unit 

and to the External Auditor of the World Health Organization. 

Decision: (1) The amendment was approved. 

(2) The draft resolution, as amended, was adopted.
1 

The meeting was suspended at 11 a.m. and resumed at 11.45 a.m. 

3 . CLOSURE OF THE SESSION 

The CHAIRMAN said that the Executive Board had adopted forty-nine resolutions at its 

forty-third session and had. discussed all the items on its agenda most carefully, as was 

reflected in the report. It would be an honour and a privilege for him to submit that 

report to the Twenty-second World Health Assembly. 

He thanked all the members of the Board for the confidence they had shown in him by 

electing him Chairman; it had been one of the most rewarding experiences of his life and 

one from which he had drawn many useful lessons. He wished to thank all the members of the 

Board and their alternates and advisers for their valuable co-operation. He and eight 

other members would be retiring from the Board in June, but it was perhaps a little premature 

for them to take leave until their term of office had fully expired. Members of the Board 

were designated in a personal capacity and did not represent the official position of their 

governments； but they had the honour of bringing to the executive organ of the World Health 

Organization the experience and wisdom acquired by their countries and by their countries * 

health administrations. He thought that the present Board had fully justified the trust 

placed in it. 

1

 Resolution EB43.R48. 
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He considered that the Executive Board could and should take an active part in WHO
1

 s 

work: experience had shown the interest and value of such participation. A n d he was even 

more convinced that the Organization should play an important role - the technical, medical 

role - in bringing together the peoples of the world and helping to solve the problems with 

which they were faced - global, regional and national. That would be an important factor 

in strengthening world peace； perhaps it would be only a drop in the ocean, but it might be 

the last drop that was needed. 

He expressed his deep appreciation of the Director-General, of his wisdom and his 

devotion to duty. He also thanked the Deputy Director-General, the Assistant Directors-

General and the Regional Directors for their invaluable assistance. Thanks were also due 

to the representatives of the United Nations, the specialized agencies and the non-govern-

mental organizations, whose presence and statements had greatly helped the discussions； to 

the Secretariat for the enormous amount of work it had done in order to produce the 

documentation, which had been circulated in record time； to the interpreters for their 

success in eliminating the language barrier； and especially to those not present at head-

quarters - t h e staff working on field projects. 

Professor AUJALEU said, that it was established practice to praise the Chairman at the 

end of each session of the Board, but each Chairman had different qualities deserving 

different praises, and what he was about to say should be regarded as a tribute addressed 

specifically to the present Chairman. 

In the first place he was a young Chairman - and youth was a question not only of age 

but of character. Secondly, he had been an indulgent Chairman, for he had certainly given 

members of the Board every opportunity to express their points of view. Thirdly, by 

speaking occasionally in a personal capacity, he had been able to participate more actively 

in the discussions and had expressed opinions from which other members had greatly benefited. 

The ultimate tribute to the Chairman was the fact that, thanks to his skilful conduct of the 

debates, the Executive Board had at its present session completed its work in record time. 

P r o f e s s o r MORARU c o n g r a t u l a t e d the Chairman on the m a s t e r l y w a y in w h i c h h e had guided 

the discussions. He also thanked the Director-General, the Deputy Director-General, the 

Assistant Directors-General and the Secretariat for their invaluable contributions to the 

success of the session. 

Sir William REFSHAUGE said that, although h e could not match the gift of oratory 

displayed by the previous speakers, he nevertheless associated himself with the views they 

had expressed. He personally had been greatly stimulated by the Chairman
f

s counsel and 

philosophy. 

He and other members who had been involved in the work of the Standing Committee on 

Administration and Finance and its drafting group were only too well aware of the tremendous 

burden that had been placed on the Secretariat in the production of documents, and he wished 

to make a personal tribute to the splendid work that had been accomplished. The success of 

the session was also largely due, he thought, to the high standard of assistance given by 

the Vice-chairmen and the Rapporteurs. The speed with which information of importance 

had been placed before the Board, and. the relative absence of error in the documentation, 

was nothing short of miraculous； and that was an achievement of the Director-General and 

his staff deserving acknowledgement. 

Dr LAYTON associated himself with previous speakers in the tributes paid to the 

Chairman. He was himself a collector of souvenirs and would very much like to take away 

with him the name-plate before him, which was inscribed "Forty-third session of the Executive 

Board", as a souvenir of a memorable session. 
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Dr GONZALEZ said that for those members attending the Board for the first time, the 

present session was an experience which might prove to be the most enlightening of their 

careers in the field of health. He and other new members had been able to appreciate the 

arduous tasks undertaken by the Board and the heavy responsibilities placed on its Chairman 

and its officers
#
 His own appreciation could be adequately expressed only by repeating that 

the present session had been one of the outstanding experiences of his career. 

Dr OTOLORIN endorsed all that had been said by Professor Aujaleu, as it reflected 

admirably the feelings of many members. His own term of office was drawing to a close and 

he could say that one of its most valuable features was the lasting friendships he had been 

able to form, not only with other members, but also with members of the Secretariat. He 

believed that the efficiency of WHO was such that if the United Nations were to refer some 

of its vexed problems to it, those problems might well be solved. Everyone in the Organi-

zation from the Director-General down deserved the highest praise. 

Dr EL-KADI said that the vast amount of work which had been completed in record time by 

the present session of the Board was undoubtedly due to the skilful guidance of the Chairman 

and the invaluable assistance given by the Director-General and his staff. He looked forward 

immensely to meeting all the members of the Board and of the Secretariat again at the Twenty-

second World Health Assembly. 

Dr AZURIN said that the three-year term of office was for many members something of an 

education. While it enabled them to see some of the failings of WHO, it also gave them a 

better appreciation of its strength and, as Dr Otolorin had said, an opportunity for forming 

lasting friendships. It had been an honour both to him and to his country to be elected as 

one of the Vice-Chairmen of the Board. He admired the Director-General, not only for his 

efficiency but for his great love of the Organization; for so long as the Director-General 

remained in his post WHO would undoubtedly go from strength to strength. He commended the 

amazing patience and the calm guidance given by the Deputy Director-General. Thanks were 

also due to the Assistant Directors-General - he referred in particular to Mr Siegel
T

s 

mastery of the details of the documentation - the Regional Directors, and all the staff of 

WHO, particularly the interpreters. He also wi shed to record his appreciation of Sir William 

Refshauge*s admirable work as Chairman of the Standing Committee on Administration and 

Finance, and of the work of the Rapporteurs. 

The CHAIRMAN thanked the members of the Board for their kind expressions of appreciation. 

As one of his predecessors in the Chair had once said, a Chairman could be worse than his 

Board, or as good as his Board, but he could never be better. Members might take away their 

name-plates with them, happy in the knowledge that that would not greatly affect the level of 

the budget. 

He declared the forty-third session of the Executive Board closed. 

The meeting rose at 12.30 p . m . 



/ / ^ Ш ^ W O R L D HEALTH ORGANIZATION EB43/SR/18 

ORGANISATION MONDIALE D E LA SANTÉ 28 February 1969 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 丨NDEXED 

Forty-third Session ，，、 

PROVISIONAL SUMMARY RECORD OF THE EIGHTEENTH MEETING 识 

J 2 Ш 3 3 

WHO Headquarters, Geneva 

Friday, 28 February 1969, at 10.15 ^ ^ 

CHAIRMAN: Dr D . D . VENEDIKTOV 

CONTENTS 

Page 

1 . Consideration of the provisional agenda for the Twenty-second World Health 

Assembly 4 

2 . Co-ordination with the United Nations, the Specialized Agencies and IAEA： 

Reports of the Joint Inspection Unit (continued) • 6 

3 . Closure of the session 7 

Note: Corrections to this provisional summary record should reach the Chief Editor, Official 

Records, World Health Organization, 1211 Geneva 27, Switzerland, before 25 March 1969• 



EB43/SR/18 
page 2 

Eighteenth Meeting 

Friday, 28 February 1969, at 10.15 a . m . 

Present 

Dr D . D . VENEDIKTOV, Chairman 

Dr J . C . A Z U R I N , Vice-Chairman 

Dr M . P . OTOLORIN, Vice-Chairman 

Dr S . P . W . STREET, Rapporteur 

Dr I. KONE (alternate to Dr К. B . N
T

D i a ) , 

Acting Rapporteur 

Dr Y . H . AHMED 

Dr J . ANOUTI 

Professor E . AUJALEU 

Dr B . DEMBEREL 

Sir George GODBER 

Dr E . GONZALEZ 

Professor J. F . GOOSSENS 

Dr B . JURICIC 

Dr I. S. KADAMA 

Dr H . M . EL-KADI 

Dr B . D . B . LAYTON 

Professor L . von MANGER-KOENIG 

Dr A . F. MONDET 

Professor I. MORARU 

Dr PE KYIN 

Sir William REFSHAUGE 

Professor B , REXED 

Designating Country 

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 

Philippines 

Nigeria 

Jamaica 

Ivory Coast 

Somalia 

Lebanon 

France 

Mongolia 

United Kingdom of Great Britain and 

Northern Ireland 

Panama 

Belgium 

Chile 

Uganda 

United Arab Republic 

Canada 

Federal Republic of Germany 

Argentina 

Romania 

Burma 

Australia 

Sweden 

Secretary： Dr M . G . CANDAU 

Director-General 



Representatives of Intergovernmental Organizations 

United Nations C h i l d r e n、 F u n d Sir Herbert BROADLEY 

United Nations Relief and Works Agency for 

Palestine Refugees in the Near East Dr M . SHARIF 

Representatives of Non-governmental Organizations 

Council for International Organizations of 

Medical Sciences Dr V . FATTORUSSO 

International Committee of Catholic Nurses Miss L . CHARLES-ROQUES 

International Council of Nurses Mrs M . M . PICKARD 

League of Red Cross Societies Dr Z. S . HANTCHEF 

Professor A . LIBOV 

Dr H . ZIELINSKI 



EB43/SR/18 

page 4 

1. CONSIDERATION OF THE PROVISIONAL AGENDA FOR THE TWENTY-SECOND WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY: 

Item 4.1 of the Agenda (Document EB43/30 Rev.l) 

At the request of the CHAIRMAN, the DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL introduced the item. The 

text of the provisional agenda for the Twenty-second World Health Assembly had been redrafted 

in order to take account of decisions taken by the Board at its forty-third session. The 

revised provisional agenda was contained in document EB43/30 Rev.1. 

The CHAIRMAN, speaking as a member of the Board, regretted that, for the first time in 

thirteen years, a separate item on smallpox eradication had not been included in the agenda. 

It was true that the Executive Board had adopted a resolution on the subject (EB43.21) in which 

there was no recommended resolution for the Health Assembly; he was not convinced, however, 

that the Health Assembly would not wish to discuss the smallpox eradication programme. 

Smallpox was the second eradication programme undertaken by the Organization； the first 

had not been a success, and everything should be done to ensure that the second did not fail 

as w e l l , Two years previously, it had been decided that the smallpox eradication programme 

would be financed under the regular budget, the intention being that it should be completed in 

ten years. It seemed advisable, therefore, that developments in the programme should be under 

constant review both by the Board and by the Health Assembly, and that the Assembly should have 

the right to say whether it wanted to examine the question every year or only once every two or 

three years. What he feared was that a Member State, noticing the omission of the item from 

the agenda, might draw the Health Assembly
f

 s attention to the fact. His proposal did not run 

counter to the spirit or the letter of the resolution adopted by the Board: it had been left 

to the Director-General's discretion to decide whether there was anything to report or not. 

In his own opinion, however, it would be better to have an agenda item on the subject (under 

which the Director-General could if necessary say no developments had occurred) than to exclude 

the item from the agenda. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL, referring to the Chairman's statement that the Assembly would want 

to discuss the matter, drew attention to paragraph 8(b) of resolution WHA.21.21, which did not 

stipulate to which session of the Executive Board or to which Health Assembly the Director-

General was to report. It should be noted, further, that the provisional agenda contained no 

item on the review of the malaria eradication programme: what it contained was an item on the 

re-examination of the global strategy of that programme. He made that comment because he 

believed that both the'malaria eradication and the smallpox eradication programmes could be 

discussed when the Assembly examined the programme and budget proposals for 1970. As he had 

said previously, he felt that he should report to the Assembly only when there was something 

to report. That did not necessarily mean that he would not be making a report on the smallpox 

eradication programme to the forthcoming Health Assembly, 

The CHAIRMAN said that he had not intended to suggest that the Health Assembly would 

necessarily wish to discuss the question. An item on smallpox eradication had, however, been 

included in the Assembly's agenda for so long that he feared that delegates might not understand 

why the item was now omitted. He had no objection to the subject being considered along with 

the relevant part of the programme and budget estimates for 1970; he would be happier, however, 

if a separate -item on smallpox eradication were included in the Assembly's agenda. 

Sir George GODBER asked whether the report on the smallpox eradication programme submitted 

to the Board (document EB43/28) would be attached to the report on the proposed programme and 

budget estimates for 1970. If so, the Health Assembly would have before it all the information 

that had been available to the Board. 
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The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that normally document EB43/28 would not be submitted to the 

Health Assembly, If, however, the Board wished it to be, its wishes would be respected. 

It should be clearly understood, however, that the report on the malaria eradication programme 

(EB43/23) would not be submitted to the Health Assembly. If between the end of the Board and 

the beginning of the Assembly developments occurred in that programme, he would bring them to 

the attention of the Assembly, to be considered when the programme and budget for 1970 were 

being discussed. 

Sir George GODBER said that it was true that the smallpox and malaria eradication 

programmes would be discussed when the Health Assembly discussed the programme and budget for 

1970. It seemed necessary, however, to ensure that the Assembly had before it all the inform-

ation that it might require on those subjects. If the report which had been submitted to the 

Board were made available, the Assembly would have an opportunity to go into the subject fully 

when discussing the programme and budget estimates. 

The CHAIRMAN said that in his opinion the simplest procedure would be to include separate 

items on the malaria and smallpox eradication programmes in the provisional agenda for the 

Assembly. 

Dr MONDET thought that the most suitable moment for the subjects to be discussed was when 

the Assembly discussed the programme and budget estimates for 1970. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL pointed out that Sir George Godber had suggested that the report on 

the smallpox eradication programme be submitted to the Assembly for consideration when it was 

reviewing the programme and budget estimates for 1970: he had not suggested that separate 

items on the malaria and smallpox eradication programmes be included in the provisional agenda. 

The CHAIRMAN considered that Sir George Godber's proposal differed from his own in form 

but not in substance. 

Dr LAYTON said that he could not agree with the Chairman, at least in so far as the 

smallpox eradication programme was concerned. Resolution WHA21.21 was specific on the subject 

and left discretion in the matter to the Director_General• It would be presumptuous of the 

Board to try and alter a Health Assembly decision. 

Dr JURICIC said that, although the smallpox eradication programme had not got off to an 

impressive start, progress was being m a d e . It did not seem opportune however to bring the 

matter to the next World Health Assembly; sufficient additional information might be available 

to warrant a discussion at the Health Assembly in 1970. In his opinion, the adoption of 

Sir George Godber
f

s suggestion would provide the best way out of the difficulty. 

Dr STREET said that he was concerned at the fact that, in the one programme in which a 

global strategy had produced effective results, there should be one country which was not 

implementing the eradication programme. As Dr Layton had said, discretion in the matter had 

been left to the Director-General• There did, however, seem to be a need to bring the question 

of the global strategy to the attention of all Member countries, with a view to encouraging the 

one country which had not initiated an eradication programme to participate in the campaign. 

Sir William REFSHAUGE shared the Chairman's concern that progress should be made in the 

smallpox eradication campaign. The Organization's status and prestige depended on the success 

of that programme, because the disease was one which could in fact be eradicated. The Chairman, 

in submitting the Executive Board's report to the Health Assembly would be able to say that the 

smallpox eradication programme had been a matter of concern to the Board, that the Director-

General could report on the subject in connexion with the proposed programme and budget 

estimates, and that he hoped the Assembly would discuss the question. 
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Dr OTOLORIN asked if the Chairman would comment on Dr Layton*s point that, by the Health 

Assembly's decision, discretion in the matter was left to the Director-General. 

Referring to Dr Street
1

 s comments, he said that it was the Director-General who had 

supplied the information that there was one country that was not participating effectively in 

the eradication programme. Unless further developments occurred between the end of the 

Board and the beginning of the Health Assembly there seemed no reason for the Director-

General to report on the matter to the Health Assembly. He therefore agreed with Dr Layton 

that discretion in the matter lay with the Director-General. If the Board decided that the 

information supplied to it should also be made available to the Assembly, then Sir George 

Godber's suggestion should be adopted. 

Sir George GODBER emphasized that his intention was not to prevent the Health Assembly 

from discussing the smallpox eradication programme: he merely wanted to avoid the same 

discussions taking place twice. If the Director-General‘s report on the subject were 

considered at the same time as the programme and budget estimates, the Assembly would still 

be able to have a full discussion on the subject, but time would not be wasted by covering 

the same ground twice. 

Dr MONDET agreed with the comments made by Dr Otolorin and Sir George Godber. The 

subject could be discussed when the Assembly саше to the relevant part of the programme and 

budget estimates for 1970. 

The CHAIRMAN, replying to Dr Otolorin, said that, in his opinion, his own proposal 

would in no way limit the powers of the Director-General. He would not, however, press his 

point. It seemed from the discussion that the Board did not object to the Health Assembly
1

 s 

attention being drawn to the matter. 

However, since his proposal had not been accepted, no change would be made in the 

provisional agenda for the Twenty-second World Health Assembly. The matter would merely be 

referred to in the summary record of the meeting. 

He suggested that the Board should adopt the following resolution on the subject : 

The Executive Board 

APPROVES the Director-General
1

 s proposals for the provisional agenda of the 

Twenty-second World Health Assembly. 

Decision; The resolution was approved. 

2 . CO-ORDINATION WITH THE UNITED NATIONS; THE SPECIALIZED AGENCIES AND THE IAEA - REPORTS 

OF THE JOINT INSPECTION UNIT: Item 7.1.4 of the Agenda (Document EB43/45 and Corr.l) 

The CHAIRMAN drew attention to the following draft resolution which had been submitted 

by the Rapporteur to the Board for approval• 

The Executive Board, 

Having considered the Joint Inspection Unit
1

 s report on WHO assistance to 

developing countries and the observations thereon by the Director-General, 

1. THANKS the Joint Inspection Unit for its report; 

2 . CONSIDERS that the Organization, in furnishing technical assistance to governments 

upon their request, including assistance in strengthening health services, is carrying 

out policies and programmes in accordance with the decisions of the Executive Board and 

the World Health Assembly; 



EB43/SR/18 
page 7 

3. SUGGESTS that the Director-General, in his continuing study of the assistance 

provided by the Organization to Member States, may wish to examine further: 

(i) the steps which might be taken to strengthen the Organization*s assistance 

to governments in the maintenance and repair of equipment, in collaboration with 

other organizations in the United Nations system, as appropriate; 

(ii) the possibility and desirability of the use of contributions in kind or 
in the form of experts and personnel provided free of charge by developed countries 

or public institutions; 

(iii) the method of classifying activities in the various reports of the 
Organization to identify more clearly those related to the development of basic 
health services； and 

4. REQUESTS the Director-General to transmit his report, the summary records, and the 

decision of the Executive Board to the Chairman of the Joint Inspection Unit and to the 

External Auditor of the World Health Organization. 

The CHAIRMAN proposed that paragraphs 3 and 4 be replaced by the following : 

3. REQUESTS the Director-General to continue his study of the assistance provided 

by the Organization to Member States, bearing in mind the recommendations of the Joint 

Inspection Unit and the views expressed by the members of the Board; and 

4. REQUESTS further the Director-General to transmit his report, the summary records 

and the decision of the Executive Board to the Chairman of the Joint Inspection Unit 

and to the External Auditor of the World Health Organization. 

Decision: (1) The amendment was approved. 

(2) The draft resolution, as amended, was approved. 

The meeting was suspended at 11 a.m. and resumed at 11.45 a.m. 

3. CLOSURE OF THE SESSION 

The CHAIRMAN said that the Executive Board had. adopted forty-nine resolutions at its 
forty-third session and had discussed all the items on its agenda most carefully, as was 
reflected in the report. It would be an honour and a privilege for him to submit that 
report to the Twenty-second World Health Assembly. 

He thanked all the members of the Board for the confidence they had shown in him by 

electing him Chairman; it had been one of the most rewarding experiences of his life and 

one from which he had drawn many useful lessons. He wished to thank all the members of the 

Board and their alternates and advisers for their valuable co-operation. He and eight 

other members would be retiring from the Board in June, but it was perhaps a little premature 

for them to take leave until their term of office had fully expired. Members of the Board 

were designated in a personal capacity and did not represent the official position of their 

g o v e r n m e n t s ; b u t t h e y h a d t h e h o n o u r o f b r i n g i n g t o t h e e x e c u t i v e o r g a n o f t h e W o r l d H e a l t h 
Organization the experience and wisdom a c q u i r e d by their countries and by their countries' 

health administrations. H© thought that the present Board had fully justified the trust 

placed in it. 
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He considered that the Executive Board could and should take an active part in WHO's 

work: experience had shown the interest and value of such participation. and he was even 

more convinced that the Organization should play an important role - the technical, medical 

role - in bringing together the peoples of the world and helping to solve the problems with 

which they were faced - global, regional and national. That would be an important factor 

in strengthening world peace; perhaps it would be only a drop in the ocean, but it might be 

the last drop that was needed. 

H e expressed his deep appreciation of the Director-General, of his wisdom and his 

devotion to duty. He also thanked the Deputy Director-General, the Assistant Directors-

General and the Regional Directors for their invaluable assistance. Thanks were also due 

to the representatives of the United Nations, the specialized agencies and the non-govern-

mental organizations, whose presence and statements had greatly helped the discussions； to 

the Secretariat for the enormous amount of work it had done in order to produce the 

documentation, which had been circulated in record time； to the interpreters for their 

success in eliminating the language barrier； and especially to those not present at head-

quarters - t h e staff working on field projects. 

Professor AUJALEU said that it was established practice to praise the Chairman at the 

end of
x

 each session of the Board, but each Chai rman had different qualities deserving 

different praises, and what he was about to say should be regarded as a tribute addressed 

specifically to the present Chairman. 

In the first place he was a young Chairman - and youth was a question not only of age 

but of character. Secondly, he had been an indulgent Chairman, for he had certainly given 

members of the Board every opportunity to express their points of view. Thirdly, by 

speaking occasionally in a personal capacity, he had been able to participate more actively 

in the discussions and had expressed opinions from which other members had greatly benefited. 

The ultimate tribute to the Chairman was the fact that, thanks to his skilful conduct of the 

debates, the Executive Board had at its present session completed its work in record time. 

Dr MORARU congratulated the Chairman on the masterly way in which he had guided the 

discussions. He also thanked the Director-General, the Deputy Director-General, the 

Assistant Directors-General and the Secretariat for their invaluable contributions to the 

success of the session. 

Sir William REFSHAUGE said that, although h e could not match the gift of oratory 

displayed by the previous speakers, he nevertheless associated himself with the views they 

had expressed. He personally had been greatly stimulated by the Chai rman
1

 s counsel and 

philosophy. 

He and other members who had been involved in the work of the Standing Committee on 

Administration and Finance and its drafting group were only too well aware of the tremendous 

burden that had been placed on the Secretariat in the production of documents, and he wished 

to make a personal tribute to the splendid work that had been accomplished. The success of 

the session was also largely due, he thought, to the high standard of assistance given by 

the Vice-Chairmen and the two Rapporteurs. The speed with which information of importance 

had been placed before the Board, and the relative absence of error in the documentation, 

was nothing short of miraculous； and that was an achievement of the Director-General and 

his staff deserving acknowledgement. 

Dr LAYTON associated, himself with previous speakers in the tributes paid to the 

Chairman. He was himself a collector of souvenirs and would very much like to take away 

with him the name-plate before him, which was inscribed "Forty-third session of the Executive 

Board", as a souvenir of a memorable session. 
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Dr GONZALEZ said that for those members attending the Board for the first time, the 

present session was an experience which might prove to be the most enlightening of their 

careers in the field of health. He and other new members had been able to appreciate the 

arduous tasks undertaken by the Board and the heavy responsibilities placed on its Chairman 

and its officers. His own appreciation could be adequately expressed, only by repeating that 

the present session had been one of the oustanding experiences of his career. 

Dr OTOLORIN endorsed all that had been said by Professor Aujaleu, as it reflected 

admirably the feelings of many members. His own term of office was drawing to a close and 

he could say that one of its most valuable features was the lasting friendships he had been 

able to form, not only with other members, but also with members of the Secretariat. He 

believed that the efficiency of WHO was such that if the United Nations were to refer some 

of its vexed problems to it, those problems might well be solved. Everyone in the Organi-

zation from the Director-General down deserved the highest praise. 

Dr EL-KADI said that the vast amount of work which had been completed in record time by 

the present session of the Board was undoubtedly due to the skilful guidance of the Chairman 

and the invaluable assistance given by the Director-General and his staff. He looked forward 

immensely to meeting all the members of the Board and of the Secretariat again at the Twenty-

second World Health Assembly. 

Dr AZURIN said that the three-year term of office was for many members something of an 

education. While it enabled them to see some of the failings of WHO, it also gave them a 

better appreciation of its strength and, as Dr Otolorin had said, an opportunity for forming 

lasting friendships. It had been an honour both to him and to his country to be elected as 

one of the Vice-Chairmen of the Board. He admired the Director-General, not only for his 

efficiency but for his great love of the Organization； for so long as the Director-General 

remained in his post WHO would undoubtedly go from strength to strength. He commended the 

amazing patience and the calm guidance given by the Deputy Director-General. Thanks were 

also due to the Assistant Directors-General - he referred in particular to Mr Siegel*s 

mastery of the details of the documentation - the Regional Directors, and all the staff of 

WHO, particularly the interpreters, He also wished to record his appreciation of Sir William 

Refshauge*s admirable work as Chairman of the Standing Committee on Administration and 

Finance, and of the work of the two Rapporteurs. 

i 

The CHAIRMAN thanked the members of the Board for their kind expressions of appreciation. 

As one of his predecessors in the Chair had once said, a Chairman could be worse than his 

Board, or as good as his Board, but he could never be better. Members might take away their 

name-plates with them, happy in the knowledge that that would not greatly affect the level of 

the budget. 

He declared the forty-third session of the Executive Board closed. 

The meeting rose at 12.30 p . m . 


