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INDEXED 

IMPLEMENTATION OF RESOLUTION WHA7.33 

1. Under the provisions of paragraph 2 of resolution WHA7.33, the Seventh World Health 
Assembly in May 1954 decided： "that the Regional Committee for the Eastern Mediterranean 
should provisionally carry out its duties through being divided into two sub-committees and in 
accordance with the following rules : . . 

2. From 1958, the sessions of the two sub-committees "A’’ and "B’’ took place, and the reports 
of the eighth to the seventeenth sessions of the Regional Committee were transmitted to 
succeeding sessions of the Executive Board, in accordance with paragraph 2 (8) of 
resolution WHA7.33. 

3. For the eighteenth session of the Regional Committee, it was foreseen that the 1968 
session of Sub-Committee "A" would be held in Nicosia, Cyprus, from 20 to 24 August, in 
accordance with the decision of that Sub-Committee at the seventeenth session of the Regional 
Committee in accepting the invitation of the Government of Cyprus. It was also foreseen that 
the 1968 session of Sub-Committee "B" would be held at WHO headquarters in Geneva from 13 to 
16 August. The necessary notifications were made to Members in the Region by the Regional 
Director on 7 June 1968, the dates being confirmed by a further notification on 4 July 1968. 

2 
4. On 14 July 1968, the Government of Israel replied by letter to the Regional Director, 
which, inter alia, contained the statement that "Israel will no longer attend sessions of 
Sub-Committee MBff. This applies to the 1968 session scheduled to be held in Geneva, 
according to your letter". No other Member had intimated its intention to attend Sub-
Committee nB". The session of that Sub-Committee was cancelled by the Regional Director. 

5. The session of Sub-Committee "A" took place as arranged, representatives of the following 
Members and Associate Members participating: Bahrain, Cyprus, Ethiopia, France, Iran, Iraq, 
Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libya, Pakistan, Qatar, Somalia, Sudan, Syrian Arab Republic, Tunisia, 
United Arab Republic, Yemen. The report of the Sub-Committee (EM/RC18A/3) of 23 August 1968 
is being communicated separately to the Executive Board. 

6. At the commencement of the session of the Sub-Committee, the Members were notified of the 
cancellation of the session of Sub-Committee ’,B", and that the Executive Board would be A informed of the situation before the next Assembly met. 

7. This report is transmitted to the Executive Board in accordance with paragraph 3 of 
resolution WHA11.21, under which the Director-General is requested, in the event of any new 
developments in this matter, to submit a report to a future World Health Assembly. 

Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, ninth ed., pp. 284-285. 
For complete text, see Annex A. 
Document EB43/18 (in preparation) 
Document EM/RC18A/3, pp. 4-5. 

Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, ninth ed., p. 285. 
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ANNEX A 

STATE OF ISRAEL 
MINISTRY OF HEALTH 

Jerusalem 14.7.1968 
Ref. 708/MB 

A. R. Taba, M.D. 
Regional Director 
EMRO 
W.H.O. 
Alexandria 
UAR 

I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 7 June 1968, regarding the 
organization of the Eighteenth Session of the Regional Committee. 

Your letter refers to "Resolution WHA 7.33 of the Seventh World Health Assembly, which 
authorizes the Regional Committee for the Eastern Mediterranean to carry out provisionally 
its duties through being divided into two sub-committees . . . . “ 

That resolution was adopted in 1954, and the arrangement referred to above was expressly made 
provisional in its nature. My Government has reviewed its experience with the arrangement 
since then, and has come to the corlclusions that it has proved unworkable. Sub-Committee В 
became largely fictitious in character. For a number of years, its meetings have been 
attended by the representatives of Israel, together with only token participation by one or 
two other countries in the region. We feel that no useful purpose is served by continuing 
to maintain the arrangement under these circumstances. 

I am, therefore, instructed to state: 

(a) That Israel will no longer attend sessions of Sub-Committee B. This applies to the 
1968 Session schedules to be held in Geneva, according to your letter. 

(b) My Government is of the opinion that the provisional arrangement set up in 1953 must 
now be reviewed in the light of experience since then. It is therefore suggested that you, 
together with the Director-General, should consider, in consultation with the governments 
concerned, what steps require to be taken, and what proposals can be devised, for a review 
of the matter at the next World Health Assembly in 1969. 

(c) In the meantime, it should be clear that no decisions or recommendations of Sub-Committee 
A could have any validity in relation to matters concerning Israel； nor could they be 
regarded as representing the views of the region as a whole. 

I have the honour to be, 
Yours sincerely, 

RC/TS 
Dr. R. Gjebin 

Director-Genera1 


