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1. OPENING REMARKS BY THE CHAIRMAN

The CHAIRMAN expressed thanks to all delegations for having elected him Chairman of the 
Committee. It was a great honour for him, and he was aware of the responsibility which had 
been vested in him. He extended a warm welcome to all delegations, especially that of 
Mauritius, formerly an Associate Member, which had become a full Member on 9 December 1968. 
He expressed appreciation of Dr Venediktov, Chairman of the Executive Board, whose expert 
guidance the Committee would undoubtedly draw upon. He welcomed the representatives of the 
United Nations, the specialized agencies, the International Atomic Energy Agency and the 
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations.

2. ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN AND RAPPORTEUR: Item 2.1 of the Agenda (Document A22/7)

The CHAIRMAN drew attention to Rule 36 of the Rules of Procedure and to the third report 
of the Committee on Nominations (document A22/7), in which Dr Keita (Guinea) and Dr Daly 
(Tunisia) were nominated for the offices of Vice-Chairman and Rapporteur respectively.

Decision : Dr Keita and Dr Daly were unanimously elected Vice-Chairman and Rapporteur 
respectively.

3. ORGANIZATION OF WORK: (Resolutions WHA20.3 and EB43.R45)

Dr BERNARD, Assistant Director-General, Secretary, read out the Committee's terms of 
reference as contained in resolution WHA20.3 and pointed out that in accordance with the terms 
of the resolution the items mentioned under paragraph (1), subparagraphs (b) and (c) of the 
resolution could not be considered by the Committee on Programme and Budget until the Committee 
on Administration, Finance and Legal Matters had completed its work on the items referred to 
in subparagraphs (a) and (b) of paragraph (2).

The CHAIRMAN said that, therefore, the Committee could not consider items 2.2.1 
(Examination of the main features of the programme) and 2.2.2 (Recommendation of the amount 
of the effective working budget and budget level for 1970) until the conditions outlined in 
resolution WHA20.3 had been fulfilled. Item 3.5 (Special Account for Servicing Costs), 
which had been referred to the Committee, would be considered together with item 2.2.3 at the 
appropriate time. For the time being, the Committee should take up examination of items 
under programme matters, from item 2.4 to item 2.13.

He was aware of the need for organizing the work of the Committee in the most expeditious 
way, but pointed out that the Executive Board had expressed the view in its resolution 
EB43.R45 that no major substantive changes in procedures should be introduced for the first 
time in a Health Assembly held away from headquarters. He believed that all the items 
referring to the various aspects of WHO's operating programme were of great importance; 
however, item 2.6 (Health problems of seafarers and health services available to them) might 
well be considered during the detailed review of the operating programme (item 2.2.3).
Item 2.8 (International quarantine, including a special review of the international sanitary 
regulations) called for extensive examination and, using a procedure that had proved successful 
during the Twenty-first World Health Assembly, would be best dealt with by a Sub-Committee on 
International Quarantine, which would report back to the Committee. Delegations and 
representatives of intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations wishing to participate 
in the work of the Sub-Committee should notify the Secretariat accordingly.
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Dr SULIANTI SAROSO (Indonesia) thought that the Committee would do well to start its 
work with the detailed review of the operating programme, in the course of which it might 
decide whether some aspects of the operating programme needed to be discussed as separate 
items at all. Such a procedure might avoid duplication of work.

The setting up of a Sub-Committee on International Quarantine should depend on the time 
available once the detailed review of the operating programme had been completed. In the 
previous year, practically all members of the Committee on Programme and Budget had wished to 
attend the meetings of the Sub-Committee, which consequently had taken place at a very late 
hour, to the detriment of the discussions.

The CHAIRMAN said that, in view of the Committee's terms of reference as set out in 
resolution WHA20.3, it was not possible to take the first suggestion of the delegate of 
Indonesia into consideration. He understood from the Secretariat that the Committee might 
be in a position to discuss items 2.2.1 and 2.2.2 (which must precede the detailed review of 
the operating programme) only by the middle of the following week. On the other hand he was 
under the impression that the Sub-Committee on International Quarantine had in fact speeded 
up the work of the Twenty-first World Health Assembly by taking over the examination of that 
very important question; he believed that repeating the procedure at the present Assembly 
would be of advantage.

Dr GEHRIG (United States of America) supported by Dr AUJOULAT (France) said that,the 
Sub-Committee on International Quarantine had produced excellent results at the previous 
World Health Assembly and he hoped that, even though delegations might suffer some hardship 
in order to participate in its work, the Sub-Committee would again be established.

The CHAIRMAN, hearing no further observations, said that it was so decided. The main 
Committee could alter slightly its own working schedule, by shortening its morning and after
noon meetings, to lessen the hardship on delegates who would participate in the work of the 
Sub-Committee. In accordance with Rule 40 of the Rules of Procedure, the Sub-Committee 
would elect its own officers. Delegations wishing to participate should so advise the 
Secretariat as soon as possible.

He expressed the hope that the Committee would complete its work in time without 
difficulty and, in that connexion, recalled that the Executive Board, in its resolution 
EB43.R45, had considered that the appeal to speakers to limit the length of their remarks in 
the plenary meetings could also apply in the main committees. There would be no hard and 
fast rule in that regard, but speakers were requested not to exceed ten minutes in their 
remarks. The Committee would next meet on Monday, 14 July, and would consider first item 2.4 
of the agenda (Re-examination of the global strategy of malaria eradication).

The SECRETARY invited delegations wishing to participate in the Sub-Committee on 
International Quarantine to notify the Secretariat by 9.30 a.m. on Monday, 14 July, at the 
latest, so that all necessary arrangements could be made. The first meeting of the Sub
committee could then take place on the same day at 5 p.m., the meeting of the main Committee 
being adjourned half an hour before the time scheduled.

The meeting rose at 3.20 p.m.


