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1. REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF THE PROGRAMME AND BUDGET ESTIMATES FOR 1970: Item 2.2 of the 
Agenda (Official Records Nos. 171 and 174; Documents А22 /P &B /15, А22 /P &B /6) (continued) 

Detailed Review of the Operating Programme: Item 2.2.3 of the Agenda (continued) 
Section 4.14 Vector Biology and Control (continued) 

The CHAIRMAN invited consideration of the amended draft resolution on the use of pesticides 
in vector control, presented by the delegation of the Netherlands and co- sponsored by the 
delegations of Argentina, Chile, Denmark, India, Indonesia, Kenya, Nepal, Nigeria, Norway and 
Yugoslavia. 

The draft resolution read: 

The Twenty- second World Health Assembly, 

Recognizing that the prolonged and large -scale use of residual pesticides of the 

chlorinated hydrocarbon type in agriculture and public health will lead to an accumulation 
of those substances in the environment, as well as in human and animal tissues, 

Realizing that vector -borne diseases still constitute a major public health problem 
in many countries, 

Noting that at present there is no alternative method of vector control that could 

economically replace the use of residual pesticides in the developing areas of the world 

for the control of vector -borne diseases, 

Appreciating the efforts of the Organization 

(i) in studying the dynamics of the build -up of pesticides in the tissues of 

exposed populations and in studying the various ecological aspects of pesticide 

residues in collaboration with the Food and Agriculture Organization 

(ii) in developing new pesticides and alternative methods of vector control 

1. RECOMMENDS that the Organization, in collaboration with other agencies concerned, 

continue to study the effects of persistent pesticides of the chlorinated hydrocarbon 

type on the short -term and long -term implications for environmental pollution and 

human health; and 

2. REQUESTS the Director- General to stimulate and intensify research on the development 

of alternative methods of vector control with a view to discontinuing ultimately the use 

of persistent pesticides in public health, and to submit to the Twenty -third World Health 

Assembly a comprehensive report including proposals for future research activities, 

together with their financial implications. 

Dr SILVA LANDAETA (Venezuela) said that insecticides had domestic, agricultural and health 

uses, and it was the latter that least contaminated the environment. Moreover, at present 

there were no other insecticides that offered the same advantages as DDT. In Venezuela DDT 

had been used against malaria for more than twenty -four years; it was thanks to that insecticide 

that the disease had been eradicated from 85 per cent. of the originally malarious area (an 

area of 470 000 square kilometres), and in the remaining 15 per cent. the difficulties 

hampering eradication were not due to DDT. 
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Dieldrin and ICI had been used in Venezuela for eighteen years against Chagas' disease 
and had enabled transmission to be halted in more than 60 per cent, of the areas infested by 
Roneos prolixos domesticus, which was the main vector. He reminded the Sub -Committee that 
dieldrin was more toxic than DDT. 

A study in persons having worked for more than ten years with DDT was being completed and 
from preliminary results it appeared that not one of them had shown pathological symptoms 
produced by insecticides. 

Nobody could deny the advantages of DDT for malaria eradication, whereas its harmful 
effects on health, if its use was controlled, were open to doubt. 

He agreed that research on other insecticides should be carried out but did not wish a 
resolution to be passed which, by stigmatizing chlorinated hydrocarbon insecticides as 
pathogenic for man, would restrict their use, since that would create difficulties in vector 
control. All pesticides were toxic, but that did not mean that they should not be used to 
combat greater ills. 

His delegation was opposed to the draft resolution and would support the draft resolution 
that would be presented by the delegation of Brazil. 

Dr FERREIRA (Brazil) said that, as already stated at a previous meeting, his delegation 
was not satisfied with the draft resolution presented by the delegation of the Netherlands and 
supported by a number of other delegations. His delegation was, therefore, putting forward 
an alternative text which was not substantially different in substance, since it retained 
the request for continuation of other methods of control of vector -borne diseases, but which 
did not emphasize the toxic effects of the chlorinated hydrocarbon insecticides. 

In substance, his draft text would read as follows: 

The Twenty- second World Health Assembly, 

Recognizing that the prolonged and large -scale use of pesticides in agriculture 
and public health may lead to resistance in vectors and produce acute and chronic toxic 
effects; 

Realizing that vector -borne diseases still constitute a major public health problem 
in many countries; 

Noting that at present there is no alternative method of vector control that could 
economically and technically replace the use of residual pesticides; 

Noting, moreover, that some pesticides are neither technically nor economically 
capable of constituting adequate weapons for the control of mutagenic diseases; 

Appreciating the efforts of the Organization 

(i) in studying the dynamics of the build -up of pesticides in the tissues 
of exposed populations and in studying various aspects in collaboration with 
the Food and Agriculture Organization; ` 

iii) in developing knowledge of new pesticides and alternative methods of 
vector control; 
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1. RECOMMENDS that the Organization continue to study the possibilities of obtaining 
new and more effective pesticides as well as technical methods and rezommendations for 

avoiding or mitigating the possibilities of effects prejudicial to human health resulting 
from their use; 

2. REQUESTS the Director -General to stimulate and intensify research on pesticides with 
a view to obtaining new pesticides that could advantageously be substituted for those at 

present in use, and that would have a greater residual action, greater lethal effect on 
vectors and be more economical and less toxic to man and that could be used effectively 
in cases of abnormal comportment of vectors to the pesticides presently available. 

Since his text did not differ essentially from that presented by the delegation of the 

Netherlands, he wished it to be considered as an amendment to that draft resolution. 

The CHAIRMAN suggested that the delegations of the Netherlands and of Brazil should try 

to formulate a joint text for presentation to the Sub -Committee. 

Dr SIDERIUS (Netherlands) suggested that his delegation, together with the delegation of 

Brazil and the delegations that had submitted amendments to this delegation's original draft 

resolution, should attempt to produce a text acceptable to all of them. 

His delegation had not intended that its draft resolution should create the difficulties 

referred to by the delegate of Venezuela. It was clear from the preamble to that text that 

no alternative method of vector control existed at present and his delegation's only intention 

had been to request research on the development of methods to substitute the use of the 

chlorinated hydrocarbon insecticides. 

Dr LOBO DA COSTA (Portugal) said that his delegation shared the fears expressed by the 

delegate of Venezuela and supported the draft presented by the delegate of Brazil. 

The CHAIRMAN said that the Sub -Committee had concluded its discussion on the matter. He 

requested the delegations of the Netherlands and Brazil to draft a new text for consideration 

by the Sub -Committee at its next meeting. 

Section 4.15 Supply 

Section 4.16 Data Processing 

Section 4.17 Interpretation 

There were no comments. 

Section 5 - Regional Offices 

There were no comments on the text concerning the regional offices. 

Dr NOVGORODCEV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that Official Records No. 171, 

containing the proposed programme and budget estimates for 1970, had been published in 

December 1968 and had in fact been prepared about a year before being submitted to the Twenty - 

second World Health Assembly for consideration. Since, as the Chief Delegate of the Soviet 

Union had pointed out, many projects were either not implemented or were deferred, he asked 

whether the projects included under Regional Activities in Annex 2 to Official Records No. 171 

still represented the desires of Member States and whether Members were still prepared to 

implement them, or whether they were subject to modification at a later date. 
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The DIRECTOR- GENERAL said that, as far as was known at the present time, the projects 
included in Annex 2 to Official Records No. 171 would be implemented in 1970. Since governments 
had drawn up their programmes several months previously, it was possible that at the regional 
committee meetings later in 1969 they would request changes. He pointed out, however, that the 
Health Assembly had merely to note the details of the programme, and to take a firm decision 
only on the Appropriation Resolution. 

The CHAIRMAN asked the Regional Directors to keep the question of the delegate of the USSR 
in mind when they replied, later, to questions by delegates concerning the programmes for the 
individual regions. 

Dr NOVGORODCEV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that he would be satisfied if 
the Regional Directors would provide him with additional information at that time. 

Section 6 - Expert Committees 

Dr BERNARD, Assistant Director -General, Secretary, said that the table of expert committees 
appearing on page 97 of Official Records No. 171 was merely a recapitulation. The proposals 
concerning expert committees were contained in the preceding sections of the volume, and had 
already been considered by the Sub -Committee. 

Section 4.4.6 - Smallpox Eradication (continued) 

The CHAIRMAN drew attention to the following draft revised resolution proposed by the 
delegation of India: 

The Twenty- second World Health Assembly, 

programme; 

Noting that while very significant progress is being made in the eradication effort, 
not all endemic countries are proceeding at the pace necessary to assure the success of 
the eradication programme; and 

Recognizing the need for full and active participation by all endemic countries, for 
the maximum of co- ordination, and for more complete and prompt reporting and improved 
surveillance techniques, 

1. REITERATES the need for all countries to give the highest possible priority to the 

provision of funds and personnel to achieve eradication; 

2. EXPRESSES appreciation to Member States for continuing support to the programme 
including the supply of vaccine and bilateral aid to the endemic countries; 

3. REQUESTS 

(1) all countries with endemic smallpox, particularly those having nomadic and 
mobile population, to strengthen their programmes, surveillance, case investigations, 
active containment measures in each outbreak, and assessment activities; and 

(2) all countries, especially those neighbouring endemic countries, to continue 

their vaccination programmes and surveillance especially along their common borders; 



А22 /P &B /SCI /SR /3 

page 6 

4. REQUESTS the Director -General: 

(1) to continue to take all necessary steps to assure the maximum co- ordination 
of national efforts as well as support provided through international and bilateral 
agencies with the objective of achieving smallpox eradication as quickly as possible; 
and 

(2) to report further on the progress of the smallpox eradication programme to the 

forty -fifth session of the Executive Board and to the Twenty -third World Health 

Assembly. 

Decision: The draft resolution was approved. 

Section 4.4.8 Veterinary Public Health (continued) 

The CHAIRMAN asked for comments on the amended draft resolution on the socio -economic 

consequences of the zoonoses, proposed by the delegation of Indonesia. 

The draft resolution read: 

The Twenty- second World Health Assembly, 

Considering that some of zoonoses (anthropozoonoses) are recognized as one of the 
major health problems in most countries of the world, affecting the health and well- 
being of millions of human beings, preventing the efficient production of food and 
impeding economic development. 

Considering that the zoonoses (anthropozoonoses) affect all countries of the 
world and result in a great waste of resources, both human and animal, much of which 
could be prevented by modern technology. 

Considering that the socio- economic consequences of continued losses due to the 
zoonoses may prevent normal growth of animal populations, their development and 
improvement of productivity, and 

Considering that all countries are concerned with the control and prevention of 
the zoonoses, and that the countries themselves have to determine the magnitude and 
socio- economic consequences of the problem, 

1. RECOGNIZES the importance for each Member State of surveying and evaluating the 
importance of the zoonoses and the relative priority which that group of diseases 
should receive in national planning for socio- economic development; 

2. CONSIDERS it desirable that WHO and FAO should collaborate in preparing methodology 
and criteria to be used by Member States in carrying out the necessary surveillance 
and evaluation of control programmes; and 

3. REQUESTS the Director -General to consult with the Director -General of the Food and 
Agriculture Organization concerning this proposed joint endeavour, and to report his 
findings and recommendations on the matter to the forty -fifth session of the Executive 
Board. 
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Dr BLOOD (United States of America) thought that the word "anthropozoonoses" in the 
first and second paragraphs of the preamble could be deleted, since the term "zoonoses" had 
been clearly defined. 

The CHAIRMAN said that the term "anthropozoonoses" had been included at the suggestion 
of the delegates of Italy and Poland. 

Dr SULIANTI SAROSO (Indonesia) quoted from the third report of the Joint FAO /WHO Expert 
Committee on Zoonoses (No. 378 in the Technical Report Series, p.6): 

"Although the term zoonoses is etymologically inexact and of little biological 
merit it is generally agreed that it is useful because it creates common ground for 
the medical and veterinary professions to explore the epidemiology of diseases that 
man acquires from both domestic and wild animals and to devise techniques for their 

II 

control• 

It was for the Health Assembly to decide if the term "anthropozoonoses" should be 
retained in the draft resolution. Her delegation had no objection to its deletion. 

Dr SÁENZ (Uruguay) agreeing with the delegates of the United States of America and of 
Indonesia, said that the term "zoonoses" was sufficient; to use another would only lead to 
confusion. 

Dr EL- BITASH (United Arab Republic) also favoured deletion of the term 
"anthropozoonoses ". 

Decision: 

(1) The word "anthropozoonoses" appearing in parentheses in the first and second 
paragraphs of the preamble of the draft resolution proposed by the delegation of 
Indonesia was deleted. 

(2) The draft resolution, thus amended, was approved. 

Annex 2 - Regional Activities 

African Region 

The CHAIRMAN said that the Regional Directors would not make the customary statement 
introducing the activities to be carried out in the regions for which they were responsible, 
but would be available to answer any questions from delegates. 

Dr NOVGORODCEV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) repeated the question he had asked 
earlier in the meeting as to whether there would be modifications in the regional programmes 
presented in Official Records No. 171, since the Director -General had, he thought, expressed 
some doubts on that matter. He would like the Regional Director for Africa - and later the 
other Regional Directors - to state to what extent it was intended to implement the projects 
included in that volume. 

Dr BEDAYA N'GARO (Central African Republic) suggested that delegates should first make 
their comments, after which the Regional Director could reply. In any case, the Regional 
Director would present a report to the Regional Committee, as was done every year. 
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Dr ELOM NTOUZ00 (Cameroon), after having congratulated and thanked the Regional 
Director, his collaborators and the field staff in the Region, expressed his satisfaction 
with the new orientation given to the work of the WHO staff working in countries of the 

Region. Such staff were no longer merely acting in an advisory capacity, but were working 
with the field teams, taking part in training and surveys, and even in the implementation of 
projects in various fields. The countries of the Region particularly appreciated that 
policy, in view of the scarcity of national technical staff. 

He also stressed the great importance which his country attached to the training of 
medical and paramedical personnel and expressed his satisfaction with the projects already 
completed or in course of implementation with WHO assistance, especially the project for the 

establishment of a nursing school, which would receive assistance also from UNICEF. 

Dr GLOKPOR (Togo) thanked the Regional Director for his understanding of the problems 
of the countries in the Region, and in particular for the assistance provided in combating 
tuberculosis and smallpox. As regards Togo, the projects included in Official Records 

No. 171 had been approved by his Government and were being implemented. His Government 

would be very sorry if any of those projects had to suffer because of a reduction in the 

budget. 

Dr BEDAYA N'GARO (Central African Republic) thanked the Regional Director for WHO's 

assistance in setting up, in 1969, a national public health and medico- social training 
institute that would help to meet his country's urgent need for trained personnel. The 

first students of that institute would graduate in 1970. 

As regards the second major problem in the Central African Republic, constituted by the 

sterility in the eastern part of the country, the conclusions of the WHO consultant who had 

twice visited the country were awaited before a plan of action was drawn up. 

Dr N'DIAYE (Senegal) said that all the projects in Senegal included in the budget were 

in the process of implementation. Project Senegal 0026, for the development of basic health 

services, was to form part of an overall health programme including projects Senegal 0019 

(tuberculosis control) and Senegal 0012 (public health nursing services) under the super- 

vision of a WHO expert. He expressed his gratitude and congratulations to the Regional 

Director. 

Dr SOW (Mali) associated himself with the congratulatory remarks of the previous 

speakers. The problems of the African Region were complex, and the available resources very 

limited. 

In Mali, projects were progressing satisfactorily, particularly those on malaria, 

smallpox and tuberculosis. Systematic BCG vaccination was carried out in Mali, but imported 

cases gave rise to a serious problem as a result of migrations between Mauritania and 

Senegal and Mali. 

Regarding smallpox, only one case had been reported since 1 January. However, the 

multilateral agreement between the countries of the Region with regard to smallpox eradica- 

tion would soon come to an end. The vaccination campaign had to be extended to cover the 

entire population, and it was most desirable, in the interests of eradication, that WHO 

continue its assistance with a view to integrating those campaigns into the national 

programmes. 

Priority was also being given to education and training with assistance from WHO. A 

school for assistants medicaux would be opened in 1970. Following an evaluation of the 

situation, the Government had decided to train intermediary personnel; these would be 

particularly useful in view of the large number of personnel trained abroad who did not 

return, and it was to be hoped that WHO would provide assistance. 
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Dr TRAIRE (Upper Volta) also expressed his satisfaction with the work achieved in the 
Region under the guidance of the Regional Director. 

Dr BAH (Mauritania) congratulated the Regional Director, and noted that assistance was 
to an ever increasing extent being adapted to countries' requirements. He was particularly 
pleased to note the provision by the Organization of the services of a sanitary engineer for 
his country. 

The smallpox eradication campaign in Mauritania was based on mass vaccination, and was 
combined with the campaigns against measles and tuberculosis. 

He would be referring later, in the Regional Committee, to certain shortcomings 
regarding some other projects in his country. 

Dr OBAME NGUEMA (Cabin) said that, although only four WHO- assisted projects were at 
present in operation in Gabon, his Government attached great importance to the inter -country 
projects in the Region - in particular, projects AFRO 178, 204 and 219. 

He associated himself with the remarks of previous speakers who had thanked the Regional 
Director for his efforts to improve the standard of health in the countries of the Region. 

Dr LOUEMВÉ (Congo, Brazzaville) said that the congratulations expressed to the Regional 
Director and his staff were an indication of governments' satisfaction with the 
Organization's work in the Region. Although the Congo (Brazzaville) had up to now received 
only a modest amount of assistance from the Organization, he wished to associate himself with 
those expressions of appreciation. 

Some of the proposed projects would be reviewed by his Government. Projects Congo 
(Brazzaville) 0200, 0021, and 0022 were financed from the regular budget; project Congo 
(Brazzaville) 0018 (rural health services), on the other hand, was financed under the 
Technical Assistance component of UNDP, and he wondered whether it might not be included 
under the regular budget, like similar programmes in other countries. A greater uniformity 
in the distribution of WHO's resources would seem to be desirable. 

Dr GRANT (Ghana) expressed his delegation's appreciation to the Regional Director - in 
particular, for his sympathy and understanding - and its complete satisfaction with the 
programme in the Region. 

Dr WRIGHT (Niger) also expressed thanks to the Regional Director. 

The six projects being implemented in his country for the past four years were giving 
complete satisfaction. The tuberculosis epidemiological survey had been completed, and it 
was now necessary to train personnel for the BCG vaccination campaign. Case -detection was 
being carried out, and more than 300 cases, were receiving standard treatment; the programme 
would be extended by stages to cover the whole country. 

WHO had been assisting the smallpox eradication activities in Niger since 1967, and it 
was hoped that the assistance would be continued until 1972. The slow implementation of the 
project was due to the lack of local personnel. 

A WHO consultant was to be provided to assist in the implementation of the public health 
administration project, the special aim of which was the development of rural health centres. 
The Government would be requesting a prolongation of that assistance. 
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The nursing project had 
Nursing, which was supported 
could train each year thirty 
would be made for assistance 
provision of fellowships for 

been proceeding most satisfactorily since 1965. The School of 
by UNICEF and UNDP, would be enlarged so that, as from 1973, it 

state -diploma nurses and thirty -five auxiliaries. A request 
to be prolonged for two or three years after 1971, and for the 
various specialties. 

Dr QUENUM, Regional Director for Africa, said he would discuss later with the 
representatives of the countries concerned the points of detail on the various projects. 

The delegate of the USSR had asked whether the proposed programme for 1970 corresponded 
to reality, whether the projects had the approval of the governments concerned, and whether 
it was believed that the projects would actually be implemented. 

The budget document reflected the programming procedure which, as was well -known, 
lasted three years. It had begun two years previously, with discussions between governments 
and the Regional Office, and in the Regional Committee. The proposals had then been 
transmitted to the Director -General. That meant that there was nothing included in the 

budget that had not been specifically requested by governments - a fact which had been 
largely confirmed by delegates' interventions during the present meeting. However, it was 
clear that a programme drawn up two years in advance, in such a complex field and in a 
region such as the African Region, might require modification at the time of implementation. 
Some projects might even need to be deleted. The programmes were, in fact, subject to 

constant re- evaluation - but the inevitable revision could in no way lead one to doubt their 
reality. He himself firmly believed in the reality of the projects, and delegates' state- 
ments during the present meeting certainly indicated that governments shared that view. 

Dr N'DIAYE (Senegal) said that, despite Senegal's limited means, its intellectual 
resources should prove invaluable in the execution of the programmes planned to improve 
health. The programmes were carried out with great care and integrated as far as possible, 
for his Government was conscious of their importance for the country's economic development. 

Dr AL -AWADI (Kuwait) wondered whether it would not be possible to resume the past 
practice of having a brief introduction from the Regional Directors, in order to give the 

Committee a general idea of the work in the regions. 

Dr GRANT (Ghana) thought that all the material required was contained in the documenta- 

tion before the Committee. 

Dr BEDAYA N'GARO (Central African Republic) considered that, according to the 

Constitution, it was in fact correct for governments to speak first, and for the Organiza- 

tion to reply; there was, therefore, no need for an introduction. 

Sir William REFSHAUGE, representative of the Executive Board, drew attention to the 

fact that a general introduction was given in Official Records No. 174. 

The CHAIRMAN noted that the general feeling of the Committee seemed to be in agreement 

with the procedure adopted. 

Region of The Americas 

Dr STREET (Jamaica) expressed regret that it had not been possible to include the items 

in the green pages in the 1970 programme. However, it was to be hoped that those items 

might be implemented in 1971. He had been pleased to note the Director -General's remarks 

regarding flexibility of arrangements between WHO, the Regional Directors aid country 

representatives. 
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The mental and dental health programmes in Jamaica were making good progress, and it was 
hoped that arrangements for projects on rural water supply and Aedes aegypti control - both 
very important problems in Jamaica - would be finalized as soon as possible. Public health 
training facilities would be strengthened at both the West Indies School of Public Health (for 
public health nurses and inspectors) and at the University of the West Indies. 

In conclusion, he thanked the Regional Director and the Organization's country represen- 
tatives for all their co- operation and help. 

Dr OLGUIN (Argentina) expressed satisfaction with the progress of the programme in the 
Region, which was being developed in accordance with the plan for the decade established under 
the Charter of Punta del Este. In 1968, at the end of five years, the policy had been reviewed 
and confirmed at a meeting of Ministers of Health. 

All the valuable programmes being carried out in Argentina with international assistance 
were in accordance with the priorities dictated by the country's needs. Some of the projects 
were of international rather than merely national interest - for example, the Pan American 
Zoonoses Centre and the Latin American Centre for Medical Administration. 

In conclusion, he expressed gratitude for the Organization's collaboration, and praised 

the high standard of professional and technical efficiency of the Regional Director and his 

staff. 

Dr SAENZ-SANGUINETTI (Uruguay) associated himself with the remarks of the previous speaker; 
the Organization had done a great deal to assist health programmes in the Region and, in 
particular, he would thank the Regional Director for his assistance and interest in the projects 
in Uruguay. 

Hydatidosis was a great problem in his country, having both human and economic aspects. 
It was estimated that there were more than a hundred cases annually, 60 per cent, involving a 
hydatid cyst in the liver, the others being pulmonary or cardiac cases. With regard to the 
economic aspect, hydatidosis was widespread among the sheep and cattle in Uruguay (largely an 
agricultural and cattle -rearing country) and it was even estimated that 30 per cent, of the 
country's cattle and half its sheep were infected. The centre for studies on hydatidosis 
prophylaxis, in Montevideo, was collaborating with the Pan American Zoonoses Centre in the 
preparation of antigens and hydatidin. He hoped that the Organization would continue to give 
close attention to that problem. 

Dr FERREIRA (Brazil) expressed satisfaction with the joint achievements of РАНО and WHO in 
the Region. Brazil was inseparably linked with the work of the two organizations, and he 
rendered homage to Dr Soper - for many years Regional Director for the Americas - and Dr Horwitz, 
the present Regional Director, both of whom had been intimately linked with the history of 
public health in Brazil. 

The thirty -seven projects in Brazil included in the 1970 programme were under seventeen 
different headings - an indication of the wide range of public health activities being carried 
out. 

Dr YEPES (Colombia) expressed his satisfaction with the efficient manner in which the 
work of the Regional Office had been carried out, taking into account the actual situation in 

the countries of the Americas. 

Dr HENRY (Trinidad and Tobago) thanked the Regional Director and his staff for their keen 
interest in his country's problems. The projects included in the proposed programme for 1970 
were important to his country, because they were the most necessary to strengthen his 
Government's efforts to improve health conditions. He looked forward to the continued co- 
operation of the Regional Director and the country representatives in their implementation. 



А22 /P &B /SCI /SR /з 
page 12 

Dr BLOOD (United States of America) said that the proposals for the Region of the Americas 
in Official Records No. 171 had been considered in detail by the Regional Committee and his 
delegation had no comments to make on them at the present time. 

He thanked the Regional Director for his wise counsel and leadership during the past year. 

Professor UGARTE (Chile) expressed his Government's thanks for the programme planned for 
Chile, which covered a wide variety of subjects, including environmental health, radiation 
protection, general health services, control of communicable diseases, maternal and child health, 
mental health, and education and training. The programme drawn up by the Regional Office for 
the Americas was entirely in accord with the health policy of his Government. 

i 
Dr MARTINEZ (Cuba) thanked the Regional Director for the programme drawn up for Cuba and 

for his help in overcoming the difficulties that had arisen. The eighteen projects, under ten 
subject headings, were concentrated on priority aspects of the health programmes being carried 
out in his country, and in the main covered assistance in education and training and the pro- 
vision of short -term consultants. 

Mr SAMUELS (Guyana) said that his delegation was very satisfied with the projects that 
were at present being implemented in Guyana with assistance from WHO, and that it was 
particularly grateful for the assistance provided in malaria eradication and environmental 
health, including water supplies. 

He regretted that it had not been possible to provide for all the projects requested by 
his Government, but realized the difficulties facing the Organization. 

Dr HORWITZ, Regional Director for the Americas, thanked the delegates who had spoken for 
their expressions of appreciation, which he would convey to his staff. That appreciation would 
be a stimulus, over and above the satisfaction experienced at serving the aims of the 
Organization. 

With regard to the remarks of the delegate of Uruguay concerning hydatidosis, he assured 
him that, through the Pan American Zoonoses Centre, continued assistance would be provided in 
the search for better diagnostic methods and for better drugs for the treatment of carriers. 

South -East Asia Region 

Dr DAS (Nepal), expressing his thanks to the Regional Director for South -East Asia, said 
that the affairs of the Region were in very capable hands. 

He would like to know the basis on which funds were allocated to the various regions and 
also how the budget of the South -East Asia Region would be affected by the transfer of 
Afghanistan to the Eastern Mediterranean Region. 

Dr DURAISWAMI (India) associated himself with the tribute paid to the Regional Director 
by the delegate of Nepal, and expressed his deep appreciation of the Regional Director's 

understanding of the problems of the Region and his co- operation in the realization of its 
health programmes. 

Dr SULIANTI SAROSO (Indonesia) thanked the Regional Director for his keen interest in 

Indonesia's programmes. Since her country was not in a position to make firm plans two years 

ahead, she was particularly pleased that flexibility was maintained in WHO's programme, 
thus enabling funds to be transferred from one project to another if necessary. 
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She said that two projects to be financed from the Technical Assistance component of the 
United Nations Development Programme that had been planned for her country had not been imple- 
mented, and that she had been told that that had been because Indonesia had not submitted a 
request for them. She asked for further information on the correct procedure, so that her 
country would not be faced with a similar situation in the future. 

Dr GUNARATNE, Regional Director for South -East Asia, thanked the delegates of Nepal, 
India and Indonesia for their appreciation, which would provide added encouragement to him 
and his staff to do their best for the Region. 

Replying to the question of the delegate of Nepal on the basis for allocation of funds, 
he said that after discussion of country level with the WHO representatives, the countries' 
requests were submitted to the Regional Committee and that funds were then allocated in accord- 
ance with the Regional Committee's decisions. If there were not sufficient funds to accommodate 
all requests, those given priority by the government concerned were included in the programme 
and budget estimates, the others being listed in the "additional projects" annex to the budget 
document for implementation if savings for the purpose became available. 

With regard to the delegate of Nepal's second question, he said that the funds for 
implementation of the projects planned for Afghanistan in 1970 would be transferred to the 
Eastern Mediterranean Region. 

Hе would suggest that the Director -General should reply to the question of the delegate 
of Indonesia on the subject of projects financed from the Technical Assistance component of 

the United Nations Development Programme. 

The DIRECTOR -GENERAL, replying to the question of the delegate of Indonesia, said that, 
under continuous programming procedure introduced for the Technical Assistance component of 
the United Nations Development Programme as from 1969, a country had to make requests to the 

Governing Council of that programme for the projects it required, up to the maximum amount 
allotted to the country. If a project was not so requested, it could not be implemented, 
even if it was included in WHO's proposed programme and budget estimates. 

As regards the question of the delegate of Nepal, he said it was difficult to give a 
precise answer, because the Organization's programme was constantly evolving; however, all 
decisions on the amount to be allocated to a region in a given year were taken after discussion 
with the Regional Director concerned, who was in possession of the views of governments 
concerned. As regards Afghanistan's share of the funds allocated to the South -East Asta Region, 
it was not easy to say what would happen in 1971, but he thought that it would take some years 
before the total amount allocated to the Region reached the figure proposed in the estimates 
for 1970. 

European Region 

Dr TOTTIE (Sweden) expressed his thanks to the Regional Director for the good work done 
in the European Region by him and his collaborators. His delegation was particularly pleased 

at the promising start given to long -term planning by the programme in cardiovascular diseases 
and was glad that long -term plans in environmental pollution and in the mental health problems 

of young people were to be developed at the request of the Regional Committee. 

He assured the Regional Director of his country's continued willingness to co- operate with 

the Regional Office. 
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Dr ZAARI (Morocco) thanked the Regional Director for having established the programme 
for his country in accordance with the priorities indicated by the Government of Morocco. 
He also thanked the WHO staff working in Morocco for their devotion to their duties. The 
participants in the malaria eradication co- ordination meetings held in Rabat, Algiers and 
Beyrouth had greatly benefited from the contacts established there. 

Dr SIDERIUS (Netherlands) complimented the Regional Director and his staff on their 
contribution to WHO's work in the Region. The smaller countries such as his own derived great 
profit from the Organization's activities. Long -term planning, particularly of epidemiological 
studies and operational research, should improve the national effort and save money from the 
national budgets. 

As regards the inter -country programme in cardiovascular diseases, although it was still 
in the developing stage, experience so far had been most promising. The amount of some 
$120 000 provided for the programme in 1970 was considered by his country to be the absolute 
minimum. 

His delegation considered that a similar long -term programme should be planned for 
environmental health studies. Many European countries were facing serious air and water 
pollution problems, particularly in areas where there was a concentration of the petroleum 
and chemical industries. In that connexion, he mentioned the recent pollution of the River 
Rhine by minute amounts of a powerful pesticide, which had given rise to much concern, since the 

Rhine was the main source of water supply for a number of cities. He would be interested to 

know if the Regional Director intended to propose a long -term programme in environmental 
health and if he could give a broad outline of the form it would take. 

A long -term programme was also needed in mental health. In the inter- country programme 
for the Region for 1970 there was only one mental health project, which was insufficient for 
the needs of the highly industrialized countries of the Region, which had a number of mental 
health problems, including those of traffic accidents and drug abuse, especially among young 
people in urban areas. He thought that the Organization should live up to the principle of 
its Constitution, which stated: "Healthy development of the child is of basic importance; 
the ability to live harmoniously in a changing total environment is essential to such develop - 

ment." 

His remarks should not be taken as a criticism; on the contrary, it was because he had 

full confidence in the regional programme that he felt that it should be expanded. 

In conclusion, he said that the long -term planning adopted for inter -country projects 

in the European Region might well serve as a model for other regions. 

Professor GERIC (Yugoslavia) said that the programme planned for the Region in 1970 was 

well conceived and adapted to the particular needs of the Region. The Regional Committee, 

which had often influenced the programme in previous years by proposing changes and even 

reducing the budget figure proposed, had played a far from negligible role in that connexion. 

The cardiovascular diseases programme was important not only for the European countries 

but also for countries in other regions, but it should not lead to neglect of the traditional 

problems. 

The Regional Office was pursuing its short -term and long -term programmes with success 

under the leadership of the Regional Director. He thanked the Regional Director and his 

collaborators for their work, and especially for their co- operation with his country. 
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Professor SENAULT (France) said that, in the interests of saving ti�ae, the delegations of 
Austria, Belgium, and the Federal Republic of Germany had requested him to thank the Regional 
Director for his work; he therefore offered the congratulations of those delegations together 
with those of his own. All those delegations realized how difficult it was to make a choice 
from among the many requests received, and it seemed to them that the Regional Director had 
made an extremely judicious selection, particularly with regard to the inter -country projects. 
They were also very satisfied with what had been done in connexion with the planning, organi- 
zation and evaluation of long -term programmes. 

Dr FELKAI (Hungary) congratulated the Regional Director on the excellent work accomplished 
in the Region. A well -planned programme was a prerequisite for good work, and the Regional 
Office had made a great effort to survey the health situation in the countries of the Region 
before drawing up the programme. It was also important not to begin new tasks until those 
being carried out had been successfully completed. That could be achieved by long -term plan- 
ning, which at the same time made it possible to carry out a programme in the most economical 
manner. The Regional Office was using long -term planning with ever -increasing effect. 

There were three subjects included in the programme - cardiovascular diseases, the develop- 
ment of modern methods of public health administration, particularly by the use of computers, 
and the development of up -to -date methods of health education - that were of great importance 
for the Region. 

Hungary was looking forward with great pleasure to being host to the Regional Committee 
for its 1970 session. 

Dr GASSABI (Algeria) joined previous speakers in congratulating the Regional Director. 

His Government took the visit that the Regional Director had paid to Algeria, and the 
eighteen projects included in the programme for Algeria, as evidence of WHO's interest in the 
country. The malaria programme in Algeria was making satisfactory progress and the centre 
set up with WHO assistance would enable the necessary specialized training to be given to the 
staff of the future malaria eradication programme. 

The nutrition project was developing well and his Government had recently put on the 
market a weaning food that had been well received by the public. 

There were other projects in which less success had been achieved, among them those for 
statistics, education and training, maternal and child health, health education and nursing; 
however, his Government realized that delays were sometimes inevitable and, all in all, was 
very grateful to WHO for its assistance. 

Professor PENS° (Italy)also congratulated the Regional Director on the proposed programme, 
which was well adapted to the needs of a developed Region such as Europe. He was particularly 
pleased at the inclusion of the seminar on food hygiene (project EURO 0389), in which the 
Istituto Superiors di Sanitá would be glad to collaborate, since the problem of food contamina- 
tion by viruses was frequently neglected by virologists. He would have welcomed the inclusion 
in the inter -country projects of a study on arboviruses, which were widespread in Europe and 
which did not receive the attention they warranted from physicians and virologists. A meeting 

of representatives of European countries and of countries from the Eastern Mediterranean 
Region had been held on the subject of arboviruses in Rome. Since the problem was of particular 
importance in Europe, he considered that responsibility for studies on arboviruses should be 

transferred from the Virus Diseases unit at headquarters to the Regional Office for Europe. 
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In conclusion, he said that the Ministry of Health of Italy, and the Istituto Superíore 
di Sanitá, were at the disposal of the Regional Office for assistance with courses or seminars, 
either in English or in French. 

Dr NOVGORODCEV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics), in supporting other speakers' 
appreciation of the work of the Regional Office, stressed the important part played by the 
Office in the strengthening of co- operation in the health field among countries both within 
and outside the Region. He said that the Regional Director's personal qualities enabled 
him to understand thoroughly the tasks before the Regional Office and wished him every success 
in 1970. 

His delegation had already spoken on the work of the Regional Office and there was no 
need to repeat what had been said, especially as the Regional Director always received from 
the Soviet Government written comments on both short -term and long -term projects which, he 
noted with thanks, were always attentively studied. 

Sir George GODBER (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland) joined previous 
speakers in complimenting the Regional Director and his staff. 

He had listened with interest to the comments made by the delegate of the Netherlands. 
Three years previously, the Regional Committee for Europe had reviewed its whole programme 
and effected a radical change, in order to give major emphasis to cardivascular diseases. He 
agreed that other items might be considered for special attention, but he hoped it would be 
through further rearrangement, and not a question of seeking a larger share of a limited 
budget on which other regions had greater and more justifiable claims. Much progress had 
been made in the rearrangement of the programme in the European Region, but he believed that 
it might still be possible to find some items that were being continued although the time had 
come to transfer attention to other subjects of greater importance. His remarks were not in 
any way meant as a criticism of the Regional Director and his staff; he would merely express 
the hope that they would continue to review the programme in that light. 

Dr SAUTER (Switzerland) likewise thanked the Regional Director. The European Region was 
complex, as a result of its diversity and the variety of the problems existing there. It 

was necessary both to plan new activities and to develop structures that were the result of 
work carried out over many decades. The Director -General's praiseworthy efforts to become 

acquainted with the particular characteristics of all the different countries in the Region 
would doubtless strengthen the spirit of understanding and co- operation that existed between 

the countries and the Regional Office. 

Dr KAPRIO, Regional Director for Europe, thanked the speakers, on behalf of his staff, 

for their kind words. 

With regard to the malaria eradication programme in the Region, positive comments had 
been made by the delegates of Algeria and Morocco, as well as in Turkey, during his recent 

visit there. It was part of the Organization's worldwide malaria eradication programme, and 
he was referring to it as an indication of how the Organization's worldwide priorities were 

taken into account in the European Region, where the modest sum of about $ 500 000 from the 

WHO budget was allocated annually to the malaria programme. 

Reference had been made to long -term programmes. The European inter -country programmes 

were perhaps particularly suited to that purpose, and might provide experience that would be 

useful for the other regions. The cardiovascular disease programme was working well, and 

it had been possible to mobilize more national funds through the ministries of health, the 

Organization acting as a catalyst in that connexion. ` 
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With regard to the long -term programme in environmental health requested at the last meeting 
of the Regional Committee, it had been realized that in addition to the Organization, there 
were several other agencies in Europe, as well as several other ministries apart from the 
ministries of health, dealing with the various aspects of the problem. The intention was to 
draw up a long -term programme covering all the various aspects - air pollution, water pollution, 
waste disposal, radiation health and noise control. The programme would be less expensive 
than the cardiovascular disease programme, and the Organization's role would be to an even 
greater extent that of a catalyst. 

Close attention would be given to the important problem of mental health. 

Note had been taken of the remarks made by the delegate of Algeria, and the problems of 
implementation, including the difficulties arising from the limited available resources, would 
be discussed. 

Reference had been made to the need for funds in Europe. If the Regional Office could 
demonstrate that the Organization could do good work, maybe health administrators could procure 
more funds not only for health work in the Region, but also for the Organization's global 
programme - for, in the final analysis, the test of WHO's achievements would be the degree of 
improvement in the health situation throughout the whole world. 

Eastern Mediterranean Region 

Dr IMAM (United Arab Republic) sincerely thanked the Regional Director for his devotion in 
the implementation of WHO's programme in the countries of the Eastern Mediterranean Region, 
where the importance of projects for the promotion of health was so apparent. 

Dr EL BAGHIR SALIH (Sudan) likewise expressed appreciation of the Regional Director's 
efficient leadership and enthusiasm and sound understanding of the various particular problems 
of the Region. 

Dr DALY (Tunisia) joined previous speakers in their expressions of appreciation to the 
Regional Director. He had always shown understanding and assistance to Tunisia, particularly 
in connexion with malaria eradication and education and training. Regarding the latter, in 

June 1970 the first group of doctors to have completed their studies entirely inside Tunisia 
would be leaving the Faculty in Tunis. An increasing number of nurses and health auxiliaries 
was being trained, with an ever-growing proportion of women, and they would be very useful in 
the antimalaria activities. 

Attention was also being given to traffic accidents, mental health, and radiation protection. 
It was pleasing to note the two inter -regional seminars that had been held in Tunis, on rural 
health, and on the biological aspects of human reproduction. 

Dr KARADSHEH (Jordan) expressed deep appreciation and gratitude to the Regional Director 
for his dedicated service to the Region; he also thanked the Organization for the emergency 
assistance on various health aspects in the 1967 war, and for the help provided for refugees 
and displaced persons in Jordan. 

Dr TEOUME- LESSAN (Ethiopia) said that it was not a mere formality when he joined all the 
previous speakers in thanking the Regional Director. The fact that Dr Taba had served the 
Regional Office for such a long time was a sign both that the countries of the Region appreciated 
his work and that he was ready to continue despite all difficulties; courage and dedication 
were indeed required to sort out the various priorities, taking into account the available 
resources. 
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Ethiopia had been receiving WHO's assistance for many years in a wide variety of fields. 
Assistance in connexion with malaria had begun in the early 1950'x. More recently, following 
the recommendation of the Twenty -first World Health Assembly regarding long -term planning in 
the field of health, the Organization had provided the services of a health planner to assist 
his Government with the integration of health planning in its third five -year plan. The drug 
control department had received assistance from WHO, both through the provision of specialists 
and in connexion with recruitment, and laboratory facilities had been provided. 

It was to be hoped that the nutrition project, which now appeared in the green pages of 
Official Records No. 171, could eventually be included in the Organization's programme. With 
the help of the Swedish Government, the Nutrition Unit in Ethiopia had developed a weaning 
food based on materials locally available, and it had been hoped to proceed to the production 
phase. 

Dr AL -AWADI (Kuwait) joined with previous speakers in thanking the Regional Director for 
his deep interest in the Region's problems. 

His country was grateful for the experts who had been sent to assist in establishing a 
pilot project on the application of computers to health services, for there was need for devel- 
opment in the field of statistics in Kuwait. It was also receiving assistance in connexion 
with medical education. 

Among the particular problems to which special attention should be paid, he stressed the 
health problems of nomadic populations, and mental health. Regarding the latter, the rapid 
changes taking place in the developing countries were giving rise to psychological problems; 
studies were required in that field, and particular attention should be paid to early detection 

and means of prevention. 

It was hoped that the study on air pollution in Kuwait would prove valuable, since 

pollutants, including pollens, gave rise to widespread allergic diseases. 

He stressed the importance of paying more attention to some of the Gulf States, where the 

level of health was very low. It was to be hoped that WHO might be able to provide more 

services for the promotion of health, including mental health, amongst displaced persons, living 

in austere conditions. 

Dr AASHI (Saudi Arabia) said that the Eastern Mediterranean Region was not an easy region, 
for many countries were developing and were in need of technical aid. The Regional Director's 

understanding and judgement had been of great assistance to Saudi Arabia, where activities 

covering all aspects of public health were in progress. 

Dr ТАВА, Regional Director for the Eastern Mediterranean, on behalf of his staff, thanked 

the Committee for the expressions of appreciation. He stressed, however, that any progress 

made was thanks to the close collaboration of the governments. 

The nutrition problem was important not only in Ethiopia, but throughout the Region. 

Studies had been made on the health problems of nomadic populations, a subject of concern 

to most countries in the Region which, in fact, had been a pioneer in the work in that field, 

which was not limited to communicable diseases. 

With regard to data -processing, a number of countries, including Kuwait, had introduced 

electronic data -processing machines, and satisfactory progress was being made with WHO assistance 

in some instances. 
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The problem of mental health was growing in importance in the Region, especially in areas 
involved in rapid industrialization and urbanization, and in connexion with displaced persons. 
The Organization was collaborating with the Health Department of UNRWA regarding the health of 
refugees in the Near East. 

Regarding the health problems of the Gulf area, he agreed that it was an area in great 
need of help. The Organization was providing assistance with certain problems - for example, to 
the Trucial States (although not a Member), in connexion with malaria control. 

The Regional Director for Africa had given an adequate reply to the general query raised 
by the delegate of the USSR concerning the planning and implementation of regional programmes. 
He would, however, merely add that the country programmes reflected the requests of governments 
at the time the budget was prepared. Normally, there would be no substantial changes, but 
some adjustments and modifications might be required to take account of the rapid developments 
and evolution in the Region, which gave rise to new problems. Unforeseen circumstances could 
also affect priorities in the programme. On the other hand, the inter -country programmes 
were nearly always implemented according to plan. In the Eastern Mediterranean Region, inter - 
country projects made up a particularly large proportion of the total programme. The 1970 
programme included seven seminars, one conference, four training courses and four group meetings. 

Western Pacific Region 

Mr CHA (Republic of Korea) was pleased to note that emphasis had been given to projects in 

environmental health and in education and training in almost all countries of the Western Pacific 
Region. Those two subjects were of great importance, because unless environmental conditions 
in the Region were improved it would not be possible to make progress in the control of commun- 
icable diseases and because trained personnel were urgently needed for strengthening the basic 
health services of the Region's developing countries. 

His delegation paid tribute to the Regional Director for the efficient manner in which he 
had discharged his responsibilities. 

Dr URATA (Japan) said that his country was proud to be a Member of the Organization and to 

co- operate in the work in the Western Pacific Region. He expressed his Government's appreciation 
of the work of the Regional Director and his staff and added his own thanks for the experienced 
manner in which the Regional Director was discharging his responsibilities. 

Dr FAAMATALA FALETOESE (Western Samoa) said that his country was in the process of recov- 
ering from the economic set -back caused by hurricanes which had caused serious damage in 1966 

and 1967. There had been some serious health problems - to give one example, the outbreak of 
typhoid fever which had occurred after the 1966 hurricane and which had been exacerbated by 
the second hurricane in the following year. The epidemic was now under control and his country 
was most grateful to the prompt and effective help provided by WHO through its Regional Office 
aid by UNICEF. 

In Western Samoa, the public health laboratory service was being upgraded and extended to 

rural areas. The tuberculosis campaign and the filariasis pilot project were being integrated 
into the basic health services. Both projects, which were assisted by WHO and UNICEF, had 

shown satisfactory results. The WHO adviser in public health administration was working with 
national officials in formulating and implementing short -and long -term plans for the training 

of medical and paramedical personnel, particularly in public health administration, and in 

maternal and child health, dental health and mental health. At the present time his country's 

main problem was in environmental sanitation, and the Government was taking steps, in collabor- 

ation with the Regional Office, to draw up a long -term plan to meet the needs in that field. 
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He expressed his Government's thanks for the aid in various fields that Western Samoa was 
at present receiving from the United States of America, New Zealand and Australia. 

In conclusion, he said that the people of Western Samoa were deeply grateful for the sympa- 
thetic attitude and understanding of his country's problems and needs displayed by the Regional 
Director and his field personnel. He thanked the Director -General and the Regional Director 
for all the assistance which WHO had provided to his country. 

Dr PHOUTTHASАК (Laos) joined those who had spoken in congratulating the Regional Director 
for his understanding of the problems of the Region and the assistance provided in the imple- 
mentation of its programmes. 

He noted that the Regional Office had met with difficulties in recruiting French -speaking 
lecturers for the education and training project in his country and requested the Regional 
Director not to relax his efforts to find suitable staff, especially since his Government, with 
the greatly appreciated assistance of the Government of. France, intended to open in October 
1969 a doctorate of medicine section in the Royal School of Medicine. 

Dr BOXALL (Australia) associated his delegation with the expressions of appreciation for 
WHO's work in the Western Pacific Region and said that it was a pleasure to work with the 
Regional Director and his staff. 

Dr DY, Regional Director for the Western Pacific, thanked the delegates for their kind 

words, which he would pass on to his staff. 

The delegate of Laos had mentioned the difficulties being experienced in recruiting French - 
speaking lecturers; he assured him that no efforts were being spared to find the necessary 
staff to assist the education and training programme in Laos. 

In reply to the question raised earlier by the delegate of the USSR, he said that all 

projects included in the programme for the Western Pacific Region in Official Records No. 171 

had been requested by the countries of the Region. As matters stood at present, all those 

projects were planned to be implemented in 1970. It was, however, possible that, when the 
Regional Committee met in September, Members would find it necessary to revise their requests, 
which had been made in 1968. If changes were made, they would be within the budgetary limits 
fixed for the countries concerned. 

The CHAIRMAN thanked the Regional Directors for their contributions to the discussion. 

The meeting rose at 11.10 p.m. 


