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INTRODUCTION 

The Nineteenth World Health Assembly in resolution WHA19.斗8工 considered 
that "additional efforts should be made to improve health services for seafarers 
in large ports". ' In paragraph 3 of this resolution, the Director-General was 
requested: 

w(l) to explore the possibilities of establishing in different regions, 
in co-operation with the countries concerned, at least two pilot health centres 
for seafarers, estimating the amount of additional annual expenditure that 
would be entailed in putting such centres into operation; 

(2) to invite Member States to make available to seafarers in each 
port services where the necessary specialized medical care can be provided； 

and 

� to report to the thirty-ninth session of the Executive Board 
and to the Twentieth World Health Assembly thereon•“ 

In accordance with this resolution, a progress report was submitted by the 
Director-General to the Executive Board at its thirty-ninth session, and to the 
Twentieth World Health Assembly. 

The Assembly requested the Director-General, in resolution WHA20.44,1 to continue 
the study as outlined in resolution WHA19•杯8 and to report to the forty-first session 
of the Executive Board on further progress made* 

1 Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 9th ed” p. 76. 
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A certain number of countries have shown interest in the establishment of 
pilot health centre for seafarers in their territory. These include: 
Ceylon (Colombo), Netherlands (Rotterdam), New Zealand (Auckland), Pakistan 
(Karachi), Philippines (Manila), Poland (Gdynia-Gdansk) and Singapore. 

A consultant is visiting the above-named ports to assess the suitability 
of the different locations and to make specific recommendations to WHO. 

The consultant's assignment will not be concluded until early January, but 
it is hoped, that a short preliminary report will be ready for distribution 
during the forty-first session of the Executive Board. 


