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REPORT OF EXPERT COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Report of the Director-General 

INTRODUCTION 

In compliance with paragraph 10.6 of the Regulations for Expert Advisory 

Panels and Committees,
1

 the Director-General is reporting, in this document, 

on the action to be taken with reference to meetings of expert committees• 

This document reports on 10 meetings of expert committees, the reports of 

which have been prepared in both working languages since the thirty-ninth session 

of the Executive Board. Copies are annexed to this document. These meetings 

are reviewed hereunder 

1. Expert Committee < 

2. Expert Committee < 

3. Expert Committee • 

Expert Committee < 

5. Expert Committee ( 

of Dependence on Alcohol and other Drugs) 

6. Joint Meeting of the PAO Working Party and the WHO Expert Committee on 
Pesticide Residues 

7. Expert Committee on Health Statistics (Epidemiological Methods in the Study 

of Chronic Diseases) 
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8. Expert Committee on Biological Standardization 

9. Expert Committee on Epidemiology and Control of Schistosomiasis 

10. Joint FAO/ШО Expert Committee on Food Additives (Specifications for Identity 
and Purity and Toxicological Evaluation of some Etaulsifiers and Stabilizers 
and of Certain Other Substances) 



I. WHO EXPERT COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

1. Expert Committee on Filariasis (Wuchereria and Brugia Infections) 

1.1 Background information 

Problems of the epidemiology, therapy and control of Wuchereria and Brugia 
. 1 

infections were discussed at an Expert Committee Meeting on Fil arias is in 1>
!

б1. 
. . . . . ••• ,.、.， . • 

An inter-regional seminar on filariasis has been held in Manila in 1965 to discuss 

the experience of participants from four WHO regions in this domain. 

A new meeting of experts has been convened to review present control methods 

and their efficacy in view of an evaluation of their practical application and to 

provide guidance to the Organization for further research in this field. The 

Committee was also asked to appraise the methods and techniques used in 

epidemiological assessment of filariasis with a view to arriving at a better 

standardization of the methodology. 

2 
1.2 The report 

The Committee, having reviewed some recent advances in the clinical and 

parasitological knowledge of filariasis, discussed the methodology in epidemiological 

assessment, chemotherapeutiс treatment and present orientation of filariasis control 

with specific reference to vector control and to the inter-relation between 

filariasis and malaria control operations. On the basis of the above considerations 

a dètàiled analysis is given in the report of further research needs in which WHO 

action may be warranted. Possible uses of mathematical analysis of parasitology 

survey data are shown in an annex to the report • 

1.5 Re commendat i ons 

The Committee stresses the need for promoting a standardized methodology for 

the epidemiological assessment of filariasis including the establishment of reference 

centres as depositories of known species of filarial worms as a means towards the 

rapid identification of the larval stages in the vectors, and the creation of pilot 

control projects in different geographic areas. 

1
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lii vie:; of the nature of transmission it was considered that control of the 

infection rests mainly on chemotherapy but that existing ant i filarial drugs have 

certain limitations for maas treatment application and it was recommended that WHO 

give fuller support to the development of new formulations and of new compounds 

by fostering and assessing suitable clinical trials• One of the hampering factors 

in this domain being the present lack of small animals in which the transmission of 

filarial worms can bo established, tho Committee also stresses the need for further 

investigations in this respect。 

The report contains indications on areas of research on vector biology and 

C G i u o l , especially in the field.3 of vector ecology, the development of new 

insecticides, resistance problems and genetic control methods. It suggests that 

the usefulness of filarial antigens for immunology tests in endemic vnd non-endemic 

areas r;hould bo evaluated. 

1 e 4 Programme impllcatlonr
v 

Plans have been made to establish a filarial infections research team, as part 

of WHO'S inter-regional рговпгше activities. One of the main objectives of the 

team will be to study the inter—relationship of host, parasites and vectors, and to 

test control measm^es under different ecological conditions in the various regions 

in vóiieh fi] arial info étions are prevalent. It is expected that the team will 

also uadertake the oralning of national 3taff in conjunction with its work. 

Consultations 7；111 Ъэ undertaken with interested governments on the possibility 

of establi.r-.lD.ng pilot conbrol pre jecta along the lines indicated in the report as 

a possible first step towards the planning of more extensive regional control 

programmes « Attention Is being c-vei? to the pocsiMlity of setting up reference 

and identificatj.cn contres for parar」丄isological and entomological material in 

existing institutos ir the epidemic areas, and to promote further research, 

particularly with regará to chemothci'apy. The Organization is also investigating 

the possibility of establishing a terminology of filarial infections for reference 

and ccmpara.bility purposes • 



Reconmendations of the. Cômmittee are of direct interest to governments and 

research Institutions concerned with the problems of Wuchereria and Brugla infections, 

, . . . . . . . • • •. . , , , . . .； .... 

2. Expert Comrnlttëë on Insecticides (Safe Use of Pesticides in Public Health) 

2.1 Background information 

This meeting, the sixteenth of a series on the effects on man of the increased 

use of pesticides, was the second devoted wholly to discussions on the toxicological 

problems associated with the use of pesticides in control programmes of disease 

vectors of public health importance• 

the preparation 

to Man, the 

3 
Committee on 

in control 

programmes from the viewpoint of operations involving the use of new pesticides 1
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against adult mosquitos. It summarizes the present stage of knowledge on mechanisms 

of intoxication shown by the organo-phosphorus and carbamate insecticides when 
.1 . •::!•> -, ..... .' ‘ ' ..... . ... ¿ • .... . ‘'：.'•.. - • . • ‘ '• .. 

absorbed by man. The signs and symptoms caused by these two types of insecticides 

and the therapy to be applied in cases of intoxication are outlined. The use of 

blood cholinesterase measurements as a diagnostic aid for detection of absorption 

of both the or gano—pho&phorus and carbamate inàëet-ig-iâes 1rs six methods 

for measuring the cholinesterase activity are evaluated in detail. . 

1
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Previous work by the Organization in this domain has included 

in 1953 of a monograph"^ on the Toxic Hazards of Certain Pesticides 

convening of a study group in 1956 and of a meeting of the Expert 

this subject in IQ6I. 

4 
2.2 The report 

The report reviews aspects of the hazards of using pesticides 

.16. 

，227. 



The report analyses safety measures for use in the operational aspects on 

applying insecticides as residual wall deposits and as larvicides, A detailed 

review of 12 new insecticides is given in which the significant applications and the 

available toxicological data are summarizeci. The report also examines the 

operation and effect on man of the use of dichlorvos in automatic equipment for 

the disinsection of aircraft for purposes of international quarantine. 

2.3 Recommendations 

The report offers detailed recommendations on methods for measuring the 

absorption of insecticides by people exposed to them in vector control programmes 

and on the improvement and development of the use of these methods. It also 
i . . . 

provides guidance on safety measures, equipment and precautions to be used during 

handling, storage and application of new insecticides. The Committee recommended 

the routine use of dichlorvos in an automatic dispensing system in aircraft for 

carrying out disinsection for purposes of international quarantine• 

2Л Programme Implications 

The recommendations of the Committee have proved of value in developing WHO 

research activities in respect of the use of new insecticides for the control of 

different disease vectors and as a basis for providing advice to Member States and 

to workers in control programmes on the proper way to apply new insecticides and on 

how to carry out control tests for detection of exposure to insecticides. 

3» Expert Committee on National Health Planning in Developing Countries 

3.1 Background information 

The present report is the first devoted to national health planning in developing 

countries. Since 1951 four WHO expert committees on public health administration 

have been concerned with health planning in more general terms. The present 

Committee was convened to concentrate on the developing countries and to consider 

national health planning as "planning of the health sector as an integral part of 

general socio-economic planning". Specifically it was to attempt to answer four 

fundamental questions : when is a country ready to plan? what machinery does it 

need for planning? how is planning carried out? and who are to be involved in 

it and what training do they require? 



3.2 The report 

华e, in its 亡eport first considers the characteristics of developing 

countries, relevant to plarming of socio-economic development. The Committee 

recp^nizes the necessity for developing countries to start national health planning 

at the earliest possible stage and dis cusses the two main steps : (a) preparation 

of planning, and (b) planning itself in some detail. It discusses the basic data 

required for the planning and the actual process of planning, emphasizing the need 

for certain pre-conditions to be met before successful planning can be carried out. 

Particular stress is laid on the administrative capàcity of tlie country to 

participate in the planning process and in the implemeritation of the plan. The 

machinery for planning at different levels is analysed extensively. 

The report also discusses the problems of financial and manpower resources 

and refers to the different planning methods that have been developed particÜLárly 

in socialist countries, India and Latin America• 

The Committee stresses : the need for training of staff for planning at different 

levels and discusses the type ôf disciplines which shoüld be considered in a 

planning course. 

Reccmnendatj.ons … 

The Committee emphasizes the need to follow trends in national socio-economic 

planning and to collect and a n ^ y s é sys.teniaticall.y s o c i a l é c o n o m i e and health data 

relevant to national health planning in developing countries in the various 

geographical regions with a view to developing more meaningful health and resource 

indicators. It also suggests that the Organization pursue further the examination 

of the various aspects of the inter-relationships between over-all national economic 

and social planning and national health planning. It stresses the need for the 

preparation of a practical manual on national health planning giving details of 

what such a manual should contain. It emphasizes the need for Member governments 

Wld Hlth Org, teohn. Rep. Ser•， 550-
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and international agencies and other agencies to study the use of different 

mechanisms of financing health services and for establishing priorities in the 

allocation of health services in low-income countries, with full consideration of 

the administrative problems• It strongly emphasizes the need to study and experiment 

with new ways of training, both of economists in the health aspects of national 

development and of health planners in the economic aspects of national planning. 

It points to the need for evaluation and assessment of assistance given in planning 

for research in methodology and for more knowledge of the utilization of paramedical 

and auxiliary personnel so that re commendations can be made on the educational level 

of trainees and the range and length of training programmes. 

.. 、.， ..... .....:：..•：：. •. . •• . 
Programme implications 

The report of the Expert Committee on National Health Planning provides 

valuable guide-lines to national health authorities concerned with the integrated 

planning of health with other aspec.ts of socio-economic development. The report 

is proving useful as a document for the education and training of the medical 

profession and of public administrators in this domain. 

The Organization has taken into full account the views of the Committee in 

planning and implementing its activities in its assistance programme to countries 

and in developing its own training effort for national health planners. 

Expert Committee on Teaching of Ihimunology in the Medical Curriculum. 

Background information 

The rapid development of research on immunology problems in recent decades has 

led to the growing recognition of immunology as an autonomous branch of the medical 

sciences with a variety of applications in many fields of medicine. Although this 

concept of immunology has won universal acceptance it is only exceptionally reflected 

in the structure of medical schools and only selected aspects of immunology, mainly 

serolojgy, are included in the teaching" curriculum as. the responsibility of other 

disciplines such as microbiology or biochemistry. An expert committee on the teaching 

of immunology in the medical curriculum has therefore been convened by WHO Ъо discuss 

. . . . 、 ：•• 

the impact of immunology on medical knowledge and pràctîôé and to consider ways in 

which adequate teaching of this discipline can be developed in universities and 

medical schools• 
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k.2 The report
1 

The Committee in its report takes into account the present overloading of the 

medical curriculum and discusses Its possible rationalization in relation to teaching 

of immunology. The minimum requirements for such teaching are defined as the 

knowledge of immunology needed by the average physician whilst the indication of 

the subject matter now taught in many different courses and the introduction of 
. . . . . • • , • . - , i 

elective teaching are considered the key principles of prospective solutions. 
. I 

The Committee, having reviewed tho various implications and applications of 

iinmunology, devotes the nain part of its report to detailed re commendations on the ‘ 

fora of teaching. It considers teaching of iirmunology in the preclinical years 

аз basic knowledge to be taught, r.s a block and gives in the report a list of the 
..... . . . . . I 

recommended subject matter. It examines the requirements for immunology teaching 

in the clinical years, stressing the need of its integration with the various 

clinical disciplines ̂  making suggestions and providing examples on how best to 

carry out such integration. The Committee also analyses the need for additional 

training in the various specialized branches of the subject and provides a list of 

possible topics for electivs courses giving examples of their content. A chapter 

of the report deals vr.ore specifically with the problems of implication of an 

immunology training p r o g m e both in terms of staffing and of supplies. The 

shortago of trained teachers is serious even in countries where immunology research 

is at its highest level and the report analyses the various ways in which the 

situation can be overcomo. 

4.3 He êcmméndat ions 

The Committee calls attention to the urgent need for training of immunology 

teachers the world over through post-graduate courses in the various special* fields 

and through other types of training opportunities specifically aimed at existing 

immunology faculties. It stresses the need to mobilize all possible national and 

international resources for this training effort and to cope with the demands for 

adequate teaching materials. 



The Committee recommends that the major part of teaching of immunology be made 

the responsibility of a group of immunologists who would constitute a distinct unit 

within the framework of the medical schoo: or university concerned• 

4•К Programme implications 

The re commendations and examples provided by the Committee provide useful 

guidance to universities, medical schools and faculties, in planning for the 

integrated teaching of immunology. 

In future WHO activities in this field, priority consideration will be given 

to the organization of training courses and seminars and of specialized courses 

along the lines recommended by the Committee to be organized on a regional or inter-

regional basis with special emphasis on the preparation of immunology teachers and 

post-graduate training of physicians. 

5. Expert Committee on Mental Health Services for the Prevention and Treatment 
of Dependence on Alcohol and other Drugs 

5.I Background information 

The First World Health Assembly had already drawn the attention of the 

Organization to the importance of prevention and treatment of alcoholism as part of 

the over-all drug addiction problem• Several reports have been published on this 

subject
1

 in the early years of the Organization, analysing various aspects of the 

problem and reviewing therapeutic possibilities* On the other hand, the WHO Expert 

Committee on Addiction-Producing Drugs, which initially dealt essentially with drugs 

other than alcohol, and mainly from the point of view of international narcotics 

control, has been giving increased recognition to the phenomenon of drug dependence 

versus the older notion of drug addiction or habituation. Recent advances relating 

to this concept of dependence and to new possibilities of preventive and curative 

Г 
Wld Hlth Org, techn. Rep. S^r. ， 1951, 42, First Report, Expert Committee on 

Mental Health - Alcoholism Sub-Committee ； Wld HLth Org, techn. Rep. Ser.，1952, 48, 
Second Report ； Wld Hlth Org, techru Rep, Ser,，1955 > 2ÍL, Expert Committee on 
Alcohol and Alcoholism. 
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applications have prompted the Organization to call a meeting of experts to discuss 

the requirements of services for the prevention and treatment of dependence on 

alcohol and other drugs. The meeting was attended by experts in psychiatry, 

public health and sociologj, with special experience in dealing with problems of 

alcohol and drug abuse, either separately or in combination. 

5.2 The report1 

The Committee in its report first examines possible approaches to problems of 

dependence on alcohol and other drugs noting that, despite differences between the 

types of dependence, there are many similarities in their causation and hence in 

the measures required for the prevention and treatment of these conditions. 

It then describes the role of services in assessing needs, in developing 

preventive treatment and rehabilitation measures and the steps which may be taken 

to reorient existing services or to create new ones. Attention is given to complex 

and changing patterns of abuse, to widespread drug-dependence problems among 

adolescents and to the rapid development of new drugs with a potential for abuse. 

Local factors should determine the rate and extent of combining approaches to 

different types of dependence but dependence on alcohol and other drugs should be 

regarded as facets of one problem which is of concern to all public health authorities 

and administrations» 

The Committee stresses the need for a comprehensive approach in developing 

education and training programmes which are described in terms of objectives and 

methods, target groups and content• 

The needs and problems in the field of research are also examined, and a list 

of suggested topics for research is annexed to the report. 

5.3 Reсommendations 

The Committee recommends that the professions and national and international 

authorities concerned, study farther the implications of the drug-dependence concept 

for clinical work, research and for the administrative and legal measures required. 



Dependence on alcohol and other drugs must be considered not only in terms of the 

agents involved but from the point of view of the host and of the environment, and 

altogether as problems requiring a mult i-ais с ipiinary approach. 

Preventive and. curative services, which are the responsibility of national 

and local authorities should, as far as possible, be integrated with other health and 

welfare services. 

The Committee also recommends the setting up of small pilot centres in developing 

areas, as focal points cf interest, study and experimentation consonant with local 

conditions, and the use of hospitals, clinics and other resources, possibly in 

association with universities for advanced training and research on these problems. 

It emphasizes the need for health education of the public, for systematic teaching 

to medical studénts and to physicians, for the establishment of ethical medical 

practices and for legislation which would take into account the pathological nature 

of drug addiction. 

The Committee specifically recommends that WHO provide further leadership in 

the development of co-ordinated multi-disciplinary international research programmes 

and in the stimulation of international co-operation and exchange of information on 

the problem of dependence on alcohol and other drugs. 

5•4 Programme implications 

WHO experts in the field of mental health and of pharmacology and toxicology 

will continue to collaborate closely in developing further the programme along the 

lines recommended by the Committee. In particular, WHO would consider favourably 

any country requests for assistance in the establishment of pilot centres according 

to the suggestions made by the Committee and efforts will be made to develop further 

research in the domain of addictions. 



Joint meeting of the FAQ V/orkin^ Party and the WHO Expert Committee on Pesticide 
•Residues 

6.1 Background information 

At a joint meeting of the PAO Panel of Experts on the Use of Pesticides in 

Agriculture and the WHO Expert Committee on Pesticide Residues in 1961^ it was 

recommended that studies be undertaken to evaluate consumer hazards arising from the 

use of pesticides. Subsequently, the PAO Committee on Pesticides in Agriculture 
2 

and the WHO Expert Committee on Pesticide Residues held two joint meetings (in 196〕 

and 1965 ) dealing with a number of pesticides and suggesting, on the basis of 

relevant data, acceptable daily intakes for some of them. These toxicological 

evaluations were used by the FAO Working Party on Pesticide Residues for recommending 

tolerances for pesticide residues in certain foods. 

In order to facilitate the progress of work in this field a joint meeting of the 

two relevant expert bodies of FAG and WHO was convened to provide both toxicological 

evaluations and recommendations of tolerances. 

一 — - - . . . . . . ~ .，等 . . -—一一 -… .—.—•‘. . — . ........ .二： 

6.2 The report 

The joint meeting considered 18 pesticides already evaluated in 1965. These 

substances were re-evaluated in the light of additional data and of the new criteria 

recommended by a WHO scientific group for the interpretation of toxicological and 

related data. Tolerances or "practical residue limits" were also recommended for 

15 of the compounds considered. 

6.3 Recommendati ons 

The joint meeting recommended that in the interest of public health and agriculture 

further joint meetings should review pesticides already evaluated, in the light of 

additional toxicological and related information^ and consider new pesticides. 

Wld Hlth Org, techn. Rep- S e r " 1 9б2,咖 • 
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The joint meeting strongly recommended that WHO should promote the development of 

toxicological studies on organo-chlorine compounds to resolve any doubts that may 

still remain about their safety to consumers, in view of indications that they may be 

persistent arid cumulative in the animal and human body and of some evidence that 

even in low doses they have an effect on the liver. 

6•4 Programme implications 

The PAO Working Party has held a further meeting immediately after the joint 

meeting to develop recommendations for methods of analysis appropriate for detecting 

the amounts of pesticides represented by the tolerances proposed by the joint meeting• 

A further joint meeting of the PAO Working Party on Pesticide Residues and the WHO 

Expert Committee on Pesticide Residues is being planned for December 1967 to consider 

a list of compounds provided by the Committee on Pesticide Residues of the Joint 

PAO/WHO Codex Allraentarius Commission. 

Consideration is being given to the possibility of undertaking research on 

organo-chlorine pesticides. 

1• Expert Committee on Health Statistics (Epidemiological Methods in the Study of 
Chronic Diseases) 

7.1 Background information 

An increasing number of epidemiological surveys of chronic diseases are being 

conducted in various parts of the world but the шалу differences in the sources of 

information^ methodology, and techniques used make it practically impossible to achieve 

comparability of results. This is proving a serious difficulty not only in assessing 

existing situations but also in achieving progress in basic knowledge on chronic 

diseases which can be expected only from epidemiological research. 

Evidence of such situations has been given repeatedly by different WHO expert 

committees and several of. them have given in their reports recommendations regarding 

the need for better standardization of methods and. techniques for epidemiological 

studies and research on different types of diseases.. А сорш.ttee• .has- therefore been 

convened to discuss in detail the application of epidemiological methods to the study 

of chronic diseases. 



7.2 Иге report
1 

In its report the Committee first discusses the use of statistics on mortalityj 

morbidity and, other statistical data being collected routinely in epidemiological 
. . . ‘ ： . ， . • - • . • • 

studies of chronic diseases, giving, furtherraor^.^ special consideration to methods 

for gathering and retrieving other types, of statistical data which may be obtained 

from the health services through such devices as disease registers or record linkage. 

The Committee reviews in detail the technical and methodological aspects of 

specialized surveys of chronic diseases, giving consideration to the diagnostic 

procedures, standardization of clinical findings and the training and testing of 

observers. It also examines problems relating to high-risk groups, their identification 

the use of mass screening techniques, of at-risk registers and to procedures for follow-

up and surveillance. The report furthermore outlines areas for special studies vdiich 

may lead to the detection of the causative factors in the genesis and evolution of 

chronic diseases. 
. • •‘ . . . . . . . . • ‘‘ '

r

 ' • ' ' . . . . г ... - . • 

• •• . . ••
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7.3 He с ommendati ons 
.. 、,-;•...•• ..•+.:••, • ：• .... ： . .• • ： . . ••‘ .'.-.-:..’•-• : .. ' , • - ' •'
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The Committee recommends that further work should be undertaken under the 
. • • . ..... 、 - - , -. . . . . . . . . . .. . i.- • .V ‘ ‘ — • - • • -

sponsorship of WHO in epidemiological methodolQgy, particularly on methods of 

measuring the social and cultural environment, personal habits and ways of living 

and on methods of measuring and describing the physical, psychological and social 

disabilities associated with chronic diseases. The Committee furthermore considers 

that WHO should provide léadership in the development and utilization of routinely 

collected information as a source for epidemiological studies while working further 

on a greater standardization of forms, certificates, medical records, methods of 

storage and retrieval- It recommends that WHO develop a list of standardized 

techniques suitable for epidemiological studies of chronic diseases and prepare a 

muíti-lingual dictionary or glossary of the terms more commonly used in epidemiological 

research. 

1

 Document DHSS/67.2. 



7•斗 Programme implications 

The guide-lines laid down by the Expert Committee for the use of Epidemiological 

Methods in the Study of Chronic Diseases are a valuable first step towards compara-

bility of methods and data on an international basis. They will be fully taken into 

account by WHO in developing research activities in this domain, particularly on 

methods of measuring health and environmental factors as they relate to chronic diseases. 

In planning future programmes continued attention will be given to the need for 

better standardization of epidemiological surveys and for a multi-lingual glossary of 

epidemiological terms. 

8. Expert Committee on Biological Standardization 

•.... л . . . . . . -i • - . .,-..“• .Г；；.."：.; с.ч； ... , ； : .. 
8.1 Background information 

The Nineteenth Expert Committee on Biological Standardization continues the work 

supervized by the 18 previous expert committees which have met since 19斗7 to consider 

International Standards (IS) and International Reference Preparations (ШР) for a 

number of biological substances and certain international requirementsfor SIological 

substances. The Committee also considers a number of substances intended to be 

established às international reference reagents for the identification of micro-

organisms • .,.、.“.-:丄 s「í'..:.-. 、 . 

• ••••• n . ； ； » i . ：：• ï . '••.：< • - •‘ ‘ ,：•, . ；- ， . . ： •• ：,.；-

8.2 The report • 

A number of pharmacologieal substances are considered and IS for Hygrpracrcin В 

and Tylosin^. ；and the second IS for Dihydrostreptomycin, Oxytetracycline and Serum 
、一-•-、-- . - "5-1 . . . •.： -

Gonadotrophin establighed• In addition, IRP of Gramicidin and Colistin Methane 

Sulfonate are established, and also the second IRP of Procaine Benzylpenicillin in oil 

with Aluminium Monostearate.,, 
- - ' . ？.. •'. . • . - ‘ • •. 

A number of other pharmacological substances are considered and, in due course, 

international standards and reference preparations are expected to be established for 

Viomycin, Rifajnycin SV, Colistin, Olivomycin, Gentamycin, as well as a number of 

hormones and enzymes• 



With regard to immunological substances the third IS for Gas-gangrene Antitoxin 

(Oedematiens) are established as well as for anti-smallpóx serum knd ftnti-'Rhó (Anti-D) 

incomplete blood-typing sera. It is expected that an international standard for 

anti-rubella serum will soon be established. 

TRP'are established of Clostridium Oedematiens (Alpha) Toxoid, anti-Newcastle 

sêï^um and anti-rubella serum. 

The progress of work of a number of other substances is considered - anthrax 

vaccine, inactivated measles vaccine, cardiolipin (fourth IRP), influenza virus 

, , v "； a .义..：•；• • .,；. •“ « • • • . * • ‘' . . . . . . . 

haemagglutinin, old tuberculin and other tuberculins and the necessity of replacement 

of certain international standards and reference preparations reported - Anti-Brucella 

Abortus serum. Tetanus Antitoxin, Cholera Agglutinin Sera and cholera vaccines. 

Further problems in connexion with the provision of reference materials intended 

to serve for diagnosis and identification of micro-organisms are considered by the 

Cpmmittee. International reference reagents are established for 30 type-specific 

enterovirus antisera and 15 preparations of adenovirus antisera. The Committee 

further establishes eight new preparations as international reference reagents and 

replaces three sera as the second iriternational reference reagents of anti-Leptospira 

sera. . 

The Committee considers tile requirements for anthrax spore vaccine (live - for 

veterinary use), human immunoglobulin^ typhoid vaccine, and the revised requirements 

for Procaine Benzylpenicillin in oil with Aluminiy^ Monostearate.... 

8.5 Нес ommendations 

The Committee makes a number of recommendations on technical aspects of the 

variçus substances already mentioned, notes the progress of work in accordance with 

the recommendations of previous committees and, where necessary, endorses these 

recommendations. The Committee considers and comments on the acceptability of the 

proposed requirements for tuberculins, and advises the revision of the requirements 

for cholera vaccine formulated in 1959• The Committee also considers the possible 

formulation of requirements for snake antivenins， for inactivated influenza vaccine 

and for typhus vaccine• A number of requirements fór biological substances are adopted 

for inclusion in the Twentieth Report, being considered useful_for the production and 

control of these substances in different countries. 



8.4 Programme implications 

Details of the action to be taken in conformity with the recommendations 

contained in the present report are being considered by WHO in conjunction with the 

International Laboratories for Biological Standards at Copenhagen, London and Weybridge 

and collaborative studies of materials for the establishment of international standards 

and reference preparations will be continued. Other substances intended to serve 

as international reference reagents are being studied and the formulation of sets of 

requirements for various biological substances, further to those already published, 

will be arranged• 

9. Expert Committee on Epidemiology and Control of Schistosomiasis 

9•1 Background information 

The Committee on Bilharziasis at its third meeting in 1964"^ undertook an over-all 

review and" appraisal of the situation of schistosomiasis. Since that time, and as 

an outcome of intensive research carried out over the past decade, much progress has 

been made: new techniques have been evolved for conducting epidemiological surveys； 

better control methods have been tested in the field; advantages and limitations of 

drugs have been established; more knowledge is available on the effectiveness of 

molluscicides under different environmental conditions and, altogether, progress has 

been made in the study of the pathogenesis and pathology of schistosome infections. 

In view of these changes, a committee has been convened to assess the new 

achievements and to advise on their implications for large-scale programmes,. 

9.2 The report
2 

In reviewing the latest developments on schistosomiasis the Committee considers 

in thé report: 

(i) recent findings on the miracidia, the cercaria and on the relationships 

between hosts and parasites; 

1
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(ii)
 :

 the dynamics of transmission on the basis of information obtained through 

mathematical analysis arid the use of new equations for measuring transmission 

variables; 

(iii) assessment of the long-term effects of schistosomiasis on human populations 

through carefully controlled longitudinal studies; 

(iv) evaluation of the existing control programmes and the lessons to be learned 

therefrom in terms of need for adequate epidemiological information, better 

understanding of the clinical and economic impertance of the disease, more 

thorough application of control methods and better appreciation of the quantitative 

inter-relationship between the various factors involved in transmission; 

( v ) t h e techniques to be used.in relation tô the parasite and to the molluscan 

host in the light of recent research findings. 

9.3 Reсommendations 

The Cqmmittee provides detailed guidance on the different aspects of control 

measures - the objectives of a control campaign are defined^ feasibility data deter-

mined,； and advic.Q ..provided on the organization and supervision of control campaign. 

Methods for snail control, chemotherapy and envrionmental control are described in 

detail. 

The Committee recommends that evaluation of control activities should become an 

integral part of any programme and describes metiiods for this purpose. The Committee 

also recommends that VÍHO should increase its support to national control programmes 

particularly in relation to the training of personnel at professional and auxiliary 

level as a first step to regional or even world-wide control activities. To achieve 

this, it suggests that special inter-regional schistosomiasis training centres 

could be established in WHO-assisted project areas to provide opportunities for field 

demonstrations• 

The Committee furthermore urges that encouragement and assistance be given to 
..::..‘._.�..’ -•� - . . . . ' - . . . . ‘ . . . 1 . * • • 

countries which have not yet undertaken control activities with a view to extending 

control to as many endemic areas as possible. The Committee also provides guidance 

in regard to future research activities related to the human host, the parasite, the 

molluscan intermediate host, control methods and the public health implications of the 

disease. 



The Committee recommends that the terms "bilharziasis" and “schistosomiasis" 

be regarded as interchangeable, but that WHO should consider official adoption of 

the latter term for the disease in man and in animals• It suggests that a glossary 

be included in the manual on the epidemiology and control of schistosomiasis being 

prepared by the Organization. 

9•斗 Programme implications 

The recommendations of the Committee are expected to have broad repercussions 

on control activities in schistosomiasis and on the further development of research, 

WHO has taken them fully into account in reviewing its present operations and in 

planning its future programme in this field. 

10. Joint FAOA jHO Expert Committee on Food Additives (Specifications for Identity 
and Purity and Toxicological Evaluation of some Emulsifiers and Stabilizers 
and certain other Substances) 

10
e
1 Background information 

This is the tenth of a series of meetings initiated following the recommendations 

of the Joint FAO/WHO Conference on Pood Additives held in Geneva in 1955 • The 

Second Joint P A O / V H O Conference on Food Additives in 1 9 6 ) furthermore recommended 

that the Joint FAO/WHO Expert Committee on Food Additives should serve as the advisory 

body to the Joint FAO/WHO Codex Alimentarius Commission on matters relating to 

specifications and toxicological evaluation of food additives, The list of compounds 

considered at the meeting has been drawn up by the Committee on Food Additives of 

the Codex Alimentarius Commission, pursuant to the recommendations of the ninth 

meeting of the Joint Expert Committee• 

‘1 
10о2 The report 

The Joint Expert Committee, in its report, draws up specifications for the 

identity and purity of a number of emulsifiers, stabilizers and other compounds, It 

reviews the toxicological information on these compounds, providing estimates of 

acceptable daily intakes for several of them. In addition, some colours and 

miscellaneous food additives which had been considered at previous meetings are 

re-evaluated toxicologically, in the light of new data. 



Recommendations 

The Committee recommends that the principle of annual meetings be maintained 

to allow it to keep up with the progress made through the Codex Alimentarius 

Commission in the ；Food Standards Programme.. -•• 

It also recommends that the Joint FAO/V/HO E ^ e r t Committee on Pood Additives 

should consider specifications for flavouring substances, non-nutritive sweeteners, 

solvents and antibiotics used as food additives and to evaluate the toxic hazards 

involved in their use. 

Furthermore, the Joint FAO/WHO Expert Committee on Food Additives should be 

convened to consider the toxic hazards associated with trace elements in food as soon 

as the information required becomes available• 

It suggests that a special sub-committee of the Joint FAO/WHO Expert Committee 

on Food Additives should be set up, including among its members paediatricians, 

to study the special problems arising from exposure of infants and young children 

to food additives. 

10•斗 Ргояуашше implications 

In accordance with the recommendations of the Committee, a further meeting of 

the Joint P A O / W H O Committee on Food Additives is planned in 1967 to deal with a list 

of 40 flavouring compounds and five artificial sweeteners suggested by the Codex 

Committee on Pood Additives, The other re с ommendat i oris made by the Joint Committee 

will be incorporated into the planning for future Committee activities, and means 

will be sought to implement them at an early date* 

11. Other expert committees 

The attached annex gives a list of other expert committees on which the 

Director-General will report at future sessions of the Executive Board. 



A N N E X 

Held in 

Joint FAO/WHO Expert Committee on Zoonoses December 1966 

Joint FAO/ШЮ Expert Committee on Nutrition December 1966 

Expert Committee on Non-proprietary Naines for 

Pharmaceutical Preparations April 1967 


