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ТЕМР01ШУ OFFICE ACCOMMODATION AT HEADQUARTERS 

Report by the Pirector-General 

As requested by the Board, the Director-General submits the following further 

information with regard to the need for additional office accommodation at head-

quarters . This is in confirmation of and extension of the information provided 

orally during the initial discussion of this item on the agenda. 

2 . In 1958, when the long-term needs for headquarters accommodation were originally 

calculated, we estimated the number of staff to be accommodated at 982, a figure/ 

which at that time and in the light of the development of the Organization during 

its first ten years, included a substantial reserve for expansion. The staff on 

long-term appointment at headquarters at the end of 1958 numbered On 

31 December 1966 there were IO67 such staff to be accommodated in the headquarters 

building plus approximately 60 temporary editors, translators and stenographers 

employed during substantial portions of the year in connexion with the meetings of 

the Executive Board and Assembly and the Organization's publications programme. 

In addition, the programmes of headquarters activities approved by the Nineteenth 

World Health Assembly made provision for an additional 6l posts. Furthermore, 

account must be taken of the presence at headquarters at any given moment of a 

number of short-term consultants (there were 24 in the month of October 1966)• 

J). The present substantially larger occupancy of the building over that originally 

planned has been accomplished despite the fact that various reductions in the original 

programme took place as the design of the building evolved, including the loss of one 

whole floor from the plan as originally envisaged. Accommodating the larger staff 

to date has been achieved by various measures. Some corridor areas have been 

incorporated into offices. Certain rooms at the centre of the building without 

daylight have had to be converted into working areas. By adding additional 

partitions the size of individual offices has in a number of cases been reduced to 
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one module, i.e., one half of a standard office. In other cases the compression 

has required putting into the same office substantive staff dealing with quite diverse 

types of work， a measure which is not conducive to efficiency, but which was 

necessitated by the space situation. 

4. Leaving aside the specialized work areas provided for documents production, the 

registry, data processing, the Joint Medical Service, the library and for conference 

secretariat staff adjoining the Executive Board room, there exists in the seven office 
2 

floors of the main building at the present time a total of 10 了00 m of normal office 
2 

space• Some 17О m of additional occupancy has been gained by incorporating some 

corridor areas into offices as indicated above. These seven office floors are 

occupied by 9Ю of the staff referred to in paragraph 2 above and the consultants. 

5* Members of the Board will be better able to visualize the situation in the 

course of the visit to the office area which is foreseen. 
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1. The establishment in 1967 of the new División of Research in Epidemiology and 

Communications Science, as authorized by the Nineteenth World Health Assembly, will 

bring the total requirements for office space at headquarters to a level in excess 

of the capacity of the new headquarters building. 工t has been necessary, therefore, 

for the Director-General to consider ways and means of providing additional office 

accommodation. 

2. One solution would be to rent office space in the City of Geneva. There is no 

lack of office space for rental, but the rental costs are high and, as we have 

learned from experience, the operation of such annexes at a distance from the 

headquarters building requires a transport service between the two buildings, the 

establishment of a telephone exchange at the annex, the creation of a sub-registry 

and messenger service at the annex, in addition to the many inconveniences for the 

Organization and the staff resulting from the physical separation. 

5. Another solution would be the construction of a temporary office building in 

close proximity to the headquarters building so that no transport service would be 

involved, and no sub-registry, with all the services of the headquarters building 

being immediately available to the staff in the annex. 

4. According to provisional price quotations received for construction of a fire-

proof temporary building, the cost of such a structure would be less than the rental 

of the neces-jary space in the City over a period of five to 10 years. 

5- In view of the above considerations ̂  the Director-General requested the Canton 

of Geneva to make available to the Organization for the above purpose a small plot of 

land belonging to the Canton adjacent to the headquarters property and the authorities 

have so agreed. 
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6 . The Di re etor-General has asked for bids for the construction of a temporary 

office building tc provide accommodation for about 90 staff members. This volume 

would provide the space ！reQuirecl for* 1967 and. 3. mo-irgin for* "the suti cips."t6d needs of 

the next few years. 

7 . The total anticipated cost of the project would be of the order of $ 400 000. 

A more precise figure can probably be given the Board at the time it considers this 

item since it is hoped to have firm bids by that time. The Director-General would 

propose、to finance the undertaking by withdrawal from the Working Capital Fund with 

reimbursement to that Fund from the normal provisions for the rental of office space• 

8. In accordance with Financial Regulation 6.4/ “advances made from the Working 

Capital Fund for • . • authorized purposes shall be reimbursed through the submission 

of supplementary e s t i m a t e s ^ A s , however/ the Director-General
1

 s proposal provides 

that reimbursement will be made from the annual provisions for rental of premises, 

the Board may wish to recommend to the Twentieth World Health Assembly the adoption 

of a resolution authorizing reimbursement in the manner proposed. 

9* Should the Board concur in this proposal, it may wish to adopt a resolution along 

the following lines；; 

"The Executive Board, 

Having considered the report by the Director-General on temporary 
office accommodation at headquarters； 

Recognizing that it is more efficient and economical for the 

Organization to construct its own temporary building in close proximity to 

the headquarters building than to rent office space in the City of Geneva； and 

Considering that the cost of such a temporary construction is in fact a 

prepayment of rental for which budgetary provisions are normally included in 

the annual budget estimates； 

Recalling the authority vested in the Executive Board in resolution 

WHA18.14产 

1 Basic Documents/ p. 75* 

Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 8th ed., pp. 308-309. 
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1. CONCURS in the use of an amount not exceeding $ 400 000 
for the construction of a temporary building to be advanced 
from the Working Capital Fund； and 

2. RECOMMENDS to the Twentieth World Health Assembly the 
adoption of the following resolution: 

•The Twentieth World Health Assembly, 

Having considered the report of the Director-General and 
the Executive Board on temporary office accommodation at the 
headquarters； 

Noting the concurrence of the Executive Board in the 
withdrawal of an amount not exceeding $ 400 000 from the 
Working Capital Fund for financing the construction of a 
temporary building； 

APPROVES the proposed method of reimbursement of the 
Working Capital Fund, notwithstanding Financial Regulation 6•斗•'” 


