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1 . SELECTION OP A SUBJECT FOR THE TECHNICAL DISCUSSIONS AT THE TWENTY-FIRST 
WORLD НЕАПГН ASSEMBLY: Item 5.3.2 of the Agenda (Resolution 
paragraph Document EB58/6) (continued from the second meeting, 
section 8) 

The CHAIRMAN invited members to continue their discussions on item 3.3.2 of the 

agenda • 

Dr ALAN said that the discussions at the previous meeting had revealed certain 

criteria to be followed in selecting a subject for technical discussions: the 

subject should be important, of current interest, of general interest, and require 

urgent attention. Members seemed agreed—that, although, all the subjects suggested 

were important and of current interest, they were not all of general interest• He 

wished to draw attention to the time factor. The technical discussions were 

distinct from the work of the Assembly, whose main task was to discuss the items on 

its agenda. Yet one day and a half of the Assembly
1

 s time was reserved for the 

technical discussions. The volume of the Assembly's work was increasing and the 

need for night meetings was beginning to be .felt. Vftiat should be the plabe of the 

technical discussions in future Assemblies? He did not deny the importance of those 

discussions, but wondered whether it would not be possible to arrange far them to 

take place at meetings other than the World Health Assembly. 

Professor GERIC said that in his opinion the first subject on the list, 

"National and global surveillance of communicable diseases", should be chosen 

as the subject for the technical discussions at the Twenty-first World Health 

Assembly. Countries had benefited greatly from the technical discussions held 
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at previous Assemblies• VLiile consideration could, therefore, be given tô 

Dr Alan's suggestion, he personally felt that the technical discussions should con-

tinue to form part of the Assembly's work, 

Dr VENEDIKTOV said that the technical discussions were very important and had 

related to the most acute public health problems. The experts taking part in those 

discussions were very competent and experienced. It might be useful to consider 

the possibility of issuing pamphlets containing the experts
1

 statements and the 

relevant statistics supplied by the various countries. There could be a separate 

pamphlet for each technical subject discussed. In that way, a valuable documenta-

tion on technical subjects would be built up. It would be a pity to delete the 

technical discussions from the Assembly's agenda. Rather, the Secretariat should 

devise means whereby the Assembly would be able, in the three weeks allotted to it, 

to discuss all the items on its agenda without imposing a time-limit on speakers. 

In his opinion, the first subject on the list should be chosen for the technical 

discussions at the Twenty-first World Health Assembly. 

Dr BENYAKHLEF saicl that he agreed with the suggestion made by Dr Abdulhadi at 

the previous meeting that the fourth subject on the list, "The contribution of 

health programmes to social development", should be chosen for the technical 

discussions at the Twenty-first World Health Assembly. Many governments did not 

accord health programmes the priority they merited, being inclined to consider that 

a satisfactory state of health was attributable to chance rather than to hard work 

and the investment of considerable sums of money. 
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Dr КЕГГА said that he strongly supported the choice of the first subject on 

the list. The time had not yet come to study "The contribution of health programmes 

to social development
15

 • 

Dr OLGUIN said that his impression at the previous meeting had been: that the 

majority of members were in favour of the fourth subject. The other subjects, 

particularly the first, were very important. The first subject, however, required 

the establishment of a work methodology which might vary in accordance v/ith the local 

or regional characteristics of communicable diseases. It might not be possible, 

therefore, in the time allotted for the technical discussions, to give a general 

and specific description of the cases that might arise. On the other hand， a 

subject such as "The contribution of health programmes to social development", which 

dealt with concepts, would make it possible to prepare health programmes, as a result 

of which the health of populations would be improved and the economic and social 

development of countries promoted. 

Dr AL-HURAIBI said that the importance attached to each of the subjects varied 

from country to country. In making the selection the Board should, therefore, be 

guided by the following considerations : the subject should be regarded as important 

by the majority of countries; it should be the subject most likely to yield satis-

factory resi'lts in the shortest possible time; and, it should be within the 

Organization's financial and technical means. In his opinion, the first subject was 

the most important, followed by the fourth, then the third an¿ finally the second. 

The debilitating effects of communicable diseases caused the developing nations to 

lose millions of dollars each year; and in addition there was a suspected relationship 
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between sucii diseases as bilJiar-ziasis and cancer of tne bladder^ He would like 

the title of tne fourtli subject to be amended to read "The contribution of health 
.、• ••‘ ‘ . • . ••• ； • • •, ... • 

programmes for the eradication of communicable diseases to socio-economic 

development^
0 

He vran in favour of the first subject and hoped that it would be possible to 

examine the otner three subjects at later dates• 

Dr AUSTEN PETERS agreed tnat the first subject should be chosen for the 

technical discussions at the Twenty-first World Health Assembly* It was a 

subject on wnich many countries had done rnucn work and its selection would provide 

an opportunity to consolidate the knowledge acquired• 

/ 

Dr MARTINEZ, observing that opinions seemed to be more or less equally divided 

between the first and fourth subjects, suggested that both subjects siiould be 

selected for technical discussions.,
 r

'"
:

' 

Dr QUTROS
?
 supported by Dr AL-ADWANI, suggested that tne fourth subject 

should bs selected® 

The CHAIRMAN said that it seemed clear that tne choice would be between tne 

first and fourth subjects• He suggested, tnerefore, that tne vote be confined to 

tiiose two subjects^ 

•‘ . • ' . . . ' . . . . . • 
у 

• Dr MARTINEZ requested that his proposal be put to tne Board, for consideration. 

. . •• • • • • - • “ 

The CHAIRMAN said tiiat he had taken Dr Martinez
1

 s proposal as one for further 

diseussion。 Tne agenda stated specifically that a subject was to be selected. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said tnat it would be difficult, botii administratively ‘ 

and financially, to arrange for technical discussions on two subjects. 
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. D r MARTINEZ witndrew his proposal • 

Dr ALAN suggested that members should vote only in favour of a subject; there 

should be no negative votes and no abstentions • The simplest procedure would be to 

determine the number of members in favour of the first subject and tne number of 

members in favour of the fourth subject• 

The CHAIRMAN requested those members in favour of the first subject to raise 

their handsо 

Fourteen members were in favour of the first subjects 

The CHAIBMAN requested those members in favour of tne fourth subject to raise 

tneir hand.Sc 

Ten members were in favour of the fourtli subject. 

The CHAIRMAN said he assumed tnat as a result of the vote the Board would wish 

to select "National and global surveillance of communicable diseases" as the subject 

for the teclinical disucssions at the Twenty-first World Health Assembly. 

Dr AL-ADWANI, Rapporteur, read out tne following draft resolution: 

The Executive Board， 

Having considered the report of the Director-General on the question of 
tecJnnical discussions at the Twenty-first World Health Assembly; and 

Taking into account resolution ША 1 0Л paragraph (3), of the Tenth World 
Healtn Assembly on technical discussions at future World Health Assemblies, 

SELECTS [National and global surveillance of communicable diseases" as the 
subject for technical discussions to be held at the Twenty-first World Health 
Assembly• 

Decision: Tne draft resolution was adopted."^ 

1

 Resolution EB38.R11, 
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2, AIxLOIMENTS ISSUED BY THE DIRECTOR -GENERAL AS AT APRIL 1966: Item 4,2 of 
the Agenda (Document EB38/5) 

Mr SIEGEL, Assistant Director-General, drew members' attention to 

document EB38/5，wnieb. was' a réport by the Director-General providing information 

relating to allotments issued in the fiscal year 1966 under tne regular budget, 

cno United NatiOiiS Developmeriu Programme, and tha Voluntary Fund for Health 

Promotion• It indicated the allotments issued as at 30 April 1966 and was 

submitted to tne Board to provide members witn information on the way in wnich the 
. . . i 1 • ! - , - t - . . 

firaneial resources of the Organization were being used. It was customary for the 

Board to adopt a resolution noting the report• Tñe Secretariat would be glad to 

pr ̂vide any further information requested> 

Dr VENTDIKTOV asked wnat was tne difference between "allotment" and 

Allocation" * 

Mr SIEGEL said that an allotment represented an issue of funds by the 

Director"General for carrying out a specific project• Explaining the way in 

cii the term "allocation" was used in WHO, ne said that the Director -General 

issued an allocation to each Regional Director to indicate over-all programme 

limitations, 

/ 

Dr： QJJIROS,. referring to page- 2 of tne document, said tnat 50 per cent, of the 

ai.lotments had been issued for programme activities. He considered that tbat 

percentage should be even higlier» 

Mr SIEGEL pointed out that the report indicated only the allotments issued as 

at tne end of April 1966^ Additional allotments would be issued during the 

remainder of the year to cover the new activities which would be approved by the 

Director-General� 
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Dr BENYAKHLEF^ Rapporteur, read out the following draft resolution: 

The Executive Board 

% NOTES the report of the Dire сtor-General on the allotments issued 
under the regular budget, the United Nations Development Programme 
(Technical Assistance and Special Fund)^ and the Voluntary Fund for 
Health Promotion as at 3〇 April 1966, 

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted.
1 

DATE AND PLACE OF THE TWENTIETH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY: Item 5Л of the 
Agenda (Articles 14 and 15 of the Constitution) 

Mr SIEGEL, Assistant Director-General, said that members would have noted 

from Articles 14 and 15 of the Constitution that the World Health Assembly was 

responsible for selecting the country or region in which the following annual 

session was to be held, and that the Board was responsible for determining the 

date of each annual session» The Assembly had decided that the next annual 

session was to be in Switzerland, The Secretariat had consulted the appropriate 

United Nations authorities and was in a position to advise the Board that the next 

annual session could be held in the Palais des Nations and could start on either 

Monday, 8 May 1967, or Tuesday, 9 May I967. In view of the need to keep the 

length of the session to three weeks, the Director-General felt that it might be 

useful if in I967 the Assembly were to begin on Monday, 8 May, The Secretariat 

therefore wished to make a recommendation to that effect to the Board. 

Dr ALAN asked if there was any reason why previously the Assembly had always 

started on a Tuesday rather than on a Monday. 

1

 Resolution EB38,R12. 
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The CHAIRMAN pointed out that the change rë commended by the Secretariat might 

necessitate a change in the date of the meeting of the Ad Hoc Committee of the 

Board. 

Mr SIEGEL said that sessions had previously opened on a Tuesday in order to 

enable delegates to travel over the weekend and have the Monday free for complying 

with registration formalities, collecting documents, etc» The Secretariat's view 

was that, if the Board decided that the Assembly was to open on Monday, 8 May 1967, 

the first meeting could be at 11 a.m., rather than at the usual hour of 10 a.m. 

Delegates could use the extra hour to complete their registration and collect 

documents • There would be no difficulty in arranging the meetings of the Ad Hoc 

Committee at times to fit in with the Assembly's schedule of work, 

Dr BADAROU said that, if the Assembly were to begin on a Monday, delegates 

would, be obliged to arrive in Geneva on Sunday. Was there not a rule stipulating 

that delegates had to register and deposit their credentials twenty-four hours 

before the Assembly started? If there was no such rule, a Monday start might be 

possible but, in order to avoid the necessity of arriving in Geneva at the weekend, 

a Tuesday start would be preferable. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that the question of depositing credentials would 

cause no difficulty; many delegates sent their credentials by mail and others 

deposited them after the Assembly had started. The Secretariat wanted to avoid 

having to extend the period of the Assembly beyond three weeks. As had been 

proved at the latest Assembly, unless the gener?.! discussions were finished in the 
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first week, the work of the committees suffered ancl night meetings became necessary • 

The first of the many proposals on the subject he woulá make to the Executive Board 

in January would be that the Assembly should start its work on a Monday. A 

further reason for a Monday start was that it was sometimes difficult to achieve a 

quorum for the last sessions in the third week. 

Referring to item 3.3.2 of the agenda, concerning technical discussions, he 

said he thought that at its January session the Board would decide that the 

technical discussions should be continued, because many found them valuable as they 

provided the opportunity for experts to exchange views informally, as individuals, 

not as government representatives. 

Dr HAPPI said that although he supported the idea that the Assembly should 

start on a Monday he considered that the opening meeting should start at 2,30 p.m. 

rather than at 11 a.m. 

Dr GEFPEN said he appreciated the reasons for starting on a Monday, but as 

participants had quite a lot to do - in the way of registration, etc. - on the 

morning of arrival, it might be preferable to envisage an afternoon rather than a 

morning start. 

The CHAIRMAN said that not much time would be gained if the opening meeting 

were postponed until the afternoon. If the first meeting were in the morning the 

Committee on Credentials would have time to meet after the opening formalities and 

the President's opening address. 



EB)8/Min/) Rev.l - 7 1 -

Dr RAO said he thought that the Assembly should open on Monday at à time to be 

decided by the Board. Much time would be ^ayed if Member States could be 

persuaded to submit texts of their statements in advance and give only summaries 

of their statements at the meetings of the Assembly. 

The CHAIRMAN said that the point raised by Dr Rao would be one of the 

suggestions to be considered at the thirty-ninth session of the Executive Board. 

The present session was required to take a decision only in respect of the date 

and place of the Twentieth World Health Assembly and the consideration of the 

problem as a whole at the following session of the Board would be facilitated if 

the Health Assembly had at its disposal an additional day. He believed that the 

explanations given had allayed any concern and that there appeared to be general 

agreement that the Tv/entieth World Health Assembly should begin on Monday, 8 May, 

in the morning, although the opening meeting would be a little later than in 

previous years. 

Dr. AL-ADWANI, Rapporteur, submitted the following draft resolution for the 

consideration of the Board: 

The Executive Board, 

Having noted resolution WHA19.28 on the place of the Twentieth 
World Health Assembly; and 

Considering the provisions of Articles and 15 of the Constitution, 
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DECIDES 

(1) that the Twentieth World Health Assembly shall be held in the 
Palais des Nations, Geneva; and 

(2) that, subject to consultation with the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations, this Assembly shall start on Monday, 8 May 1967.. 

Decision; The draft resolution was adopted••丄 

DATE AND PLACE OF THE THIRTY-NINTH SESSION OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD： Item 5.2 
of the Agenda 

The CHAIRMAN drew attention to Rule 5 of the Rules of Procedure of the 

Executive Board, which was relevant to the item, 

Mr SIEGEL, Assistant Director-General, said that the date fixed for the World 

Health Assembly had some bearing on the date of the session of the Executive Board. 

The Board could hold its thirty-ninth session at headquarters on Tuesday, 

17 January 1967. He assumed that the Board would, on the basis of previous 

experience, wish its Standing Committee 011 Admini strati on and Finance to meet, 

also at headquarters, on Monday, 9 January. He drew attention to the arrangement 

whereby any member of the Board who was not also a member of the Standing Committee 

was invited to attend its meetings. 

Dr MARTÉŒZ recalled that his country had at the Eighteenth World Health 

Assembly been elected to designate a member to serve on the Executive Board. That 

designation had not been made in time for participation by a member from Mexico 

1

 Resolution EB38.R13. 
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at the thirty-sixth session of the Board and his Government had received the 

information regarding meetings of the Standing Committee only a few days before 

the commencement of the thirty-seventh session of the Board. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that the information relating to Dr Martinez
f

s 

appointment as a member of the Standing Committee on Administration and Finance, 

as well as the date of the thirty-seventh session of the Executive Board and its 

Standing Committee, had been sent to all Member States in the form of the official 

record relating to the thirty-sixth session of the Executive Board (Official Records 

No. 145). Possibly there had been some delay before the documentation had 

reached the member of the Board designated by Mexico. 

The CHAIRMAN said that, speaking from his own experience, the presence of 

members of the Executive Board at sessions of the Standing Committee on Administration 

and Finance was extremely useful both for the Standing Committee and for the Board 

itself. He had wished to draw the attention of new members in particular to that 

possibility, since it enabled members to obtain a greater appreciation of the manner 

in which the Standing Committee prepared the work of the Board
1

 s session, 

Dr BENYAKHLEF^ Rapporteur, submitted the following draft resolution for the 

consideration of the Board: 

The Executive Board 

1
#
 DECIDES to hold its thirty-ninth session in the Headquarters Building, 

Geneva, commencing on Tuesday, 17 January 1967； 

2 . DECIDES that its Standing Committee on Administration and Finance shall 
meet in the same place, commencing on Monday, 9 January 1967； and 
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INVITES those members of the Board who are not members of the Standing 
Committee, and who may wish to do so, to attend the meetings of this committee 
for the purpose of following its deliberations. 

Decision: The draft resolution was adoptedЛ 

5 . DATE AND PLACE OF THE TWENTY-SECOND WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY: Supplementary Item 1 
of the Agenda (Document EB)8/4) 

Mr SIEGEL, Assistant Director-General, introducing the item, drew attention to 

the fact that the Director-General had, in document ЕВ38/4, included the full text of 

the resolution of the Nineteenth World Health Assembly accepting the invitation of 

the United States Government to hold the Twenty-second World. Health Assembly in 

Boston, Massachusetts • In accordance with Articles 1斗 and 15 of the Constitution, 

the Health Assembly had limited itself to accepting that invitation, subject to the 

conclusion of the necessary practical arrangements and subject to confirmation by the 

Twenty-first World Health Assembly and by the following Executive Board. It was, 

however, nécessary that reservations be made for the facilities in Boston at an early-

date and a provisional decision in that regard should therefore be taken by the Board 

at its present session. Facilities available in Boston made it necessary for the 

session to be held in July 1969. 

He drew the Board's attention to the draft resolution submitted for its 

consideration in paragraph 2 of document EB38/4. In connexion with the English 

text, he said that the word "shall" should be inserted before the words "be convened" 

in the operative paragraph• 

1 Resolution EBJ8.R14. 
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The DIRECTOR-GENERAL considered that it would be desirable in that same 

operative paragraph to insert the words ”in principle" following the word "DECIDES" 

since that decision was subject to confirmation by the Executive Board at its session 

immediately following the Twenty-first World Health Assembly. 

The CHAIRMAN drew attention to the fact that resolution WHA19.9 also, covered 

that point by requesting the Director-General to report further to the Twenty-first 

World Health Assembly and the Executive Board session following in that regard. 

Dr ALAN wondered whether it might not be appropriate for the proposed draft 

resolution to be couched in the terms of a re commendation to the Twenty-first World 

Health Assembly and to the Executive Board session that followed, rather than in the 

form of a decision. 

The CHAIRMAN emphasized thé importance, for practical purpóses, of giving the 

appropriate authorities in Boston the maximum assurance possible at the present stage 

that the Twenty-second World Health Assembly would be convened in that city^ although 

of course the final decision in the light of any circumstances which might arise 

rested with the la t e r
 3

 se s s i ons of the Health Assembly and the Board. 

' . . . . . • - : ..i. • ‘ ' .. ‘ ... .• . . r . . . : � . . ‘ 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL believed that the resolution contained in paragraph 2, 
... - ——-• •. ；. .... - ‘ 

amended along the lines he had suggested, would be sufficient action to facilitate 

negotiations in Boston while at the same time respecting the right of decision of 

the session of the Board immediately following the Twenty-first World Health 

Assembly. 
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Following a brief drafting discussion, Dr GEFFEN suggested that the word 

"reservations" in the preamble of the draft resolution should be amended to read 

"conditions". 

It was so agreed> 

Decision: The draft resolution, as thus amended, andiincorporating the 
suggestion made by the Direсtor-General, was adopted. 

6. CURRENCY OF PAYMENT OF CONTRIBUTIONS: I"fcem 6.1 of the Agenda (Resolutions 
WHA2.58, EB36.R15 and EBJ7.Ю9； Document EB38/9) 

Mr SIEGEL, Assistant Director-General, said that the Board would recall that 

the item had been included on its agenda as the result of a resolution at its 

thirty-sixth session requesting the Director-General to study the question of 

currency of payment of contributions and report thereon to the Board at its thirty-

2 

seventh session. That report was included as Appendix I to document ЕВ38/9. The 

Dire с tor-General had studied the matter further following the discussions which had 

taken place at the thirty-seventh session and had come to the conclusion that the 

best solution would be to revert to the arrangements set out in resolution EB28.R28
# 

The problem of currency of payment of contributions was one in respect of which 

the Director-General felt great sympathy with any difficulties encountered. 

Nevertheless, in order to have the flexibility necessary for carrying out the 

programme of work of the Organization, it seemed desirable to restore the earlier 

position. If the Board agreed to that course, a draft resolution was submitted in 

document EB38/9, paragraph 4, for its consideration. 

1

 Resolution EB38.R15. 
p 

This document is reproduced in part in Off, Rec. Wld Hlth O r g” 153^ Annex 
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The Secretariat v/ould gladly provide any further information if necessary. 

The issues facing the Board were clear and a complete analysis of the situation, 

including reference to the proposal by the Government of the United Arab Republic, 

i 
was contained in the Appendix 工 to which he had already referred. 

Dr RAO recalled that the subject had been discussed at the previous session 

and that the Board, in resolution EB)7、R)9，had agreed to postpone a decision on 

the matter, as it had wished to have further time to consider the problem. The 

Director-General had re-examined the entire position and had recommended bhat the 

Organization shoulçi revert to the arrangements laid down in resolution EB28 »R28. 

The Governments both of the United Arab Republic and of India were strongly in 

favour of restoring the situation existing under resolution EB28.R28, as the present 
• 1 . . . . . . . . . • •.- • . . . . 

situation was detrimental to their economies. Moreover, the proposed change would 

heighten the possibilities of success of the Revolving Fund for Teaching and 

Laboratory Equipment decided upon by the World Health Assembly. He would therefore 

urge the Board to accept the recommendations of the Director-General as set out in 

document EB38/9. 

• 、 

Mr ЬЕЖиШК-COMMENE expressed appreciation to the Director-General for the 

report submitted. The question of currency of payment of contributions was a 

complex one, even mere so since opinions varied from year to year. The entire 

question of convertibility of currency was involved. In view of the fact that the 

Ad ̂ Hoc Committee of experts set up by the United Nations to examine the financial 

arrangements of the United Nations and the specialized agencies would be reporting 

to the next session of the United Nations General Assembly, and since its 
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recommendations would no doubt refer to that specific subject with relation to the 

specialized agencies, within its global policy recommendations, he would suggest 

that the Board should defer any decision on the matter until its thirty-ninth 

session, when it would be in a position to have the views of the United Nations 

General Assembly, It was clearly desirable for the specialized agencies to follow 

uniform principles in the matter, and it would seem premature for the Executive Board 

to take a decision in respect of currency of payment of contributions before having 

had the benefit of the study being carried out by the United Nations Ad Hoc Committee • 

Professor MCtJCH said he fully appreciated the difficulties being encountered 

by certain countries under the existing arrangements. While he shared the concern 

of the Director-General in respect of the need for a mode of payment which would 

facilitate the implementation of the programme of work of the Organization, he 

emphasized the acute difficulties facing some countries owing to shortage of hard 

currencies. The problem was far from simple but he felt that the Director-General 

should be able to arrive at a solution satisfactory to all concerned, taking into 

account the possibilities offered in connexion with the Revolving Fund for Teaching 

and Laboratory Equipment. He agreed that the matter could usefully be deferred 

until a later session of the Board. 

Dr VENEDIKTOV requested clarification from the Assistant Dire с tor-General 

regarding the present situation in respect of currency of payment of contributions 

in order to be able to judge the full effect which the adoption of the proposed 

draft resolution would have. 
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Mr SIEGEL, Assistant Director-General, said that, as the situation stood at 

presentj resolution EBpl.RH permitted the Director-General to accept a proportion 

of contributions in US dollars, Swiss francs, pounds sterling or in the currencies 

of those countries where regional offices were established and in such amounts as 

could be fully utilized by the Organization. In 1965, three countries had made 

contributions in CFA francs, one country in Danish kroner, three countries in 

Egyptian pounds, two countries in Indian rupees and fourteen countries in pounds 

sterling, the balance being in US dollars or Swiss francs. No payments had been 

made in Philippine pesos. The practical effect of the adoption of the draft 

resolution proposed in document ЕВЗВ/9 would be that contributions would have to 

be paid in US dollars, Swiss francs and, to the extent to which they could be used, 

pounds sterling, and that payment in currencies of countries where regional offices 

were established would no longer be permitted. 

Reference had been made to the desirability of awaiting the report of the 

United Nations Ad Hoc Committee of experts • The Ad Hoc Committee was undoubtedly 

studying the problem of currency of payment and the nature of its re commendations 

to the General Assembly of the United Nations remained to be seen. However, each 

specialized agency was competent to take a decision in that respect for itself• 

Moreover, the Board could take a further decision at later sessions, changing the 

position as it saw fit. The present draft resolution would relate to the currency 

of contributions in respect of 1967. A decision in respect of I968 could be 

taken at the fortieth session. 
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In reply to a request by Professor GERIC as to the amounts involved with regard 

to contributions paid in currencies other than US dollars or Swiss francs, Mr SIEGEL 

gave details relating to contributions paid in respect of 1965. Congo (Brazzaville), 

Gabon and Niger had each paid the equivalent of $ 15 7б0 in CPA franc s j Denmark 

had paid the equivalent of $ 208 8〇0 in Danish kroner; in Egyptian pounds, the 

United Arab Republic had paid the equivalent of $ the USSR $ 321 070 and the 

United States of America $ 173 490; India had paid $ 119 100 and the United States 

of America $ 5〇2 510 in Indian rupees; and Ceylon
5
 Cyprus, Ghana, India, Jamaica, 

Mauritius, New Zealand, Nigeria, Sierra Leone， South Africa, Southern Rhodesia^ 

Uganda, the United Kingdom, and Tanzania had paid a proportion or all of their 

contributions in pounds sterling• The balance of the contributions of those 

countries had been paid in US dollars or Swiss francs. 

Dr VENEDIKTOV said he appreciated the information given. It seemed to him that 

the situation was somewhat more complicated than was at first apparent from the 

documentation submitted. It was interesting to note that the proposals for payment 

in local currencies had originally been made by India and by other countries and 

that India had now expressed a wish to revert to earlier arrangements. The situa-

tion called for thorough study, particularly in view of the fact that there were 

regional offices in other countries as well as in the United Arab Republic and India, 

and several currencies were involved • A number of other factors also had to be 

taken into account, such as payment in kind and perhaps payment in other currencies. 

It would also be interesting to have the views of other countries concerned, such 
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as the African countries. The subject was extremely complex and indeed was the 

subject of constant consideration by various inbernational organizations. It 

was accordingly. difficult to arrive at an immediate decision and, while WHO was 

clearly free to take its own decisions, it would be desirable to study the views 

arrived at by the United Nations Ad Hoc Committee of experts. Furthermore, 

consideration would be facilitated by a study of the figures provided by the 

Assistant Director-General and he would welcome their distribution to members of 
-.；：••• • • . -

the Board, if necessary on a restricted basis. 

He suggested that it might be possible to adopt a resolution thereby WHO would 
• • • • - ... • - - ' ' ' " •. •： “ 

revert to the arrangements laid down in resolution EB28 .R28 in order to meet the 

requests of the United Arab Republic and India, but would also decide to re-examine 
• y � • . • • . • ... . • ‘ , 

the question at the thirty-ninth session of the Executive Board, thus leaving the 

door open for a more complete study. 

Dr RAO said that in the light of the discussion, he felt it was essential to 

circulate to members of the Board the data given orally by the Assistant Director-

General. . The .proposal to. revert to the arrangements laid down in resolution .. 
• t ； . - •• ? • 
•• ~ ‘ “ ‘ “ “‘ .... •- • , . . . •. ： .• - .• - ‘ - •.丄.；. 

EB28.R28 would mainly affect India and the United Arab Republic, which had been 

adversely affected by the arrangements by which countries could pay part of.their 

assessed contributions in rupees or Egyptian pounds
л
 a point which he hoped members 

of the Board would appreciate. He urged the Board to take a decision on the matter; 

that, as the Assistant Director-General had said, would not preclude a re-examination 

of the underlying principles at a later stage• 
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Dr BADAROU said that he understood that tne purpose of tne Director-General' s 

report was to facilitate the use of funds. He asked if the Assistant Director-

General could explain wnat difficulties would be created if contributions were 

paid in currencies otner than the so-called “strong" currencies. Rather than adopt 

a restrictive resolution, it might be better for the Board to nelp the Director-

General by considering the possibility of extending acceptable currencies to include 

those which could be used without any great difficulty. For example, it would be 

useful to know if tne CPA francs paid by certain African States were difficult to 

use and whether CPA francs could not be added to the list of acceptable currencies, 

to facilitate tne payment of contributions by tne African countries, 

Mr SIEGEL said that the Secretariat would be prepared to circulate a conference 

room document containing the data he nad supplied earlier and could also include in 

it similar data relating to 1964
# 

In connexion with the point raised by Dr Badarou, He thought it mignt be 

useful to give a brief review of the history of the question• The Second World 

Health Assembly, in its resolution WHA2.58, had established the principle that all 

Member governments should nave equality of rights in paying a proportion of their 

contributions in currencies that might be acceptable. The same principle had 

been adopted in the United Nations, Financial Regulation 5»5 provided that annual 

contributions were to be assessed in US dollars and were to be payable in either 
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US dollars or Swiss francs, except that tne wnole or part of those contributions 

migJit be paid in such otùer currency as tñe Director-General, in consultation with 

the Board, miglrt determine. For many years payment of contributions nad been made 

only in US dollars and Swiss francs, and then, as the subject could be discussed 

at any time, the Dir e сtor-General nad proposed that sterling snould be acceptable as 

a currency for payment of contributions because sterling was being used so 

extensively in the Organization's operations• Tñat proposal nad been accepted. 

At its thirty-first session tne Executive Board had reconsidered the question 

at the request of some members and, on hearing tne Director-General's view that too 

many difficulties would not be created by accepting as currencies of payment of 

contributions tne currencies of those countries in which regional offices were 

situated, the Board had agreed that those currencies should be acceptable• Tne 

practice of accepting tne currencies of countries in wnich large WHO offices were 

situated created no great difficulties for tne Organization, but if it was 

extended to countries where there were no such offices, it would be virtually 
.••；• . . . . - • . . . 

impossible for the Direсtor-General to carry out programmes effectively; he 

would Have to develop programmes with a view to using certain currencies instead of 

developing them to meet the health needs of countries» A distinction should be 

made between programmes supported by voluntary contributions and those incorporated 

in WHO
1

s normal budget. In the case of tne former it was possible to accept 

contributions in local currencies or even in kind. 
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Dr GEFPEN observed that the present system had been devised to help countries 

where regional offices were situated and it now seemed that it did not benefit 

those countries• Tine best solution would seem to be to revert to the previous 

system, but to leave the matter open for further discussion, as Dr Venediktov had 

suggested• 

Mr LENNUYEUX-CCMNENE said that it seemed that some countries where regional 

offices were situated were trying to obtain a double advantage. They wanted to be 

able to pay tneir own contributions in local currencies, wnile wishing to prevent 

otner countries from paying part of tneir contributions in tnose currencies instead 

of in hard currencies
e
 Wnile he understood the position of tnose countries, and 

recognized that sucii attempts were acceptable within the framework of the present 

policy of assistance for development, ne wisned to point out that the inability of 

tne developed countries to dispose of local currencies they had accepted under 

bilateral trade agreements with the developing countries was creating problems• 

Tne present situation could not be allowed to continue for ever; assistance to the 

developing countries would have to be put on a sounder footing, 

Dr RAO said, that neither India nor the United Arab Republic wanted to be given 

preferential treatment by being allowed to pay their contributions in local 

currency» Tnere was no question of trying to obtain a double advantage• The 

arrangement whereby countries could pay part of their contributions in the 

currencies of countries in which regional offices were situated was proving very 

disadvantageous to India and the United Arab Republic, which were proposing that 

the previous arrangement be reverted to
0
 He was sure no one wisned to penalize 
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two countries which were hosts-to regional offibes. Fúrthemore, if the Revolving 

Fund established by the Nineteenth World Health Assembly, was to . function effectively, 

there should not be a surplus of local currency. 

。 Mr WACHOB, adviser to Dr Watt, recalled that when- the matter had been discussed 

at the Board
1

 s previous session^ the representative of the Director-General had 

said that the primary object of the proposal to permit countries to pay their 
• . , 々 、 ’ . • • . •:• ' .... • ., >• 二，

 ... . . . , 

contributions in the currencies of States in which regional offices were situated 

was to assist as many countries as possible without impeding the Organization
1

 s 

work. The reply to a question as to whether such a practice would hamper WHO in 

its work had been that the Organization could continue operating efficiently. 

Uniese difficulties had become apparent since that time¿ he felt it would be better 

to continue "the practice for the time b e i n g é s p e c i á l l y since it was too early to 

determine the .implications, if any, for the new Revolving Fund - and to recôôëider 

the whale question át the Board
1

 s thirty-ninth or fortieth session. : • 

Dr KEITA recalled that at the Board's previous session he had asked that 

consideratiôn of the question be deferred for- further study- so as to enable 

solutions to be found- wliich might be satisfactory to "all* By opening the door to 

acceptance of some new currencies, resolution EBJ^l .Rll had beerl a step forward j it 

would be a pity to close that door by reverting to the arrangement laid down in 

resolution EB28.R28. The question was of fundamental importance and should not 

be dealt with hurriedly. For that reason he felt it would be better to postpone 
..+•:、-•.•。;...•，-.：• ’ • . . . . . ". • ‘ •‘ . . . . ,

 ；
. . . 

consideration until the Board
1

 s thirty-ninth session. 
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Dr BADAROU agreed that consideration of the question should be deferred until 

, t n e Board's thirty-ninth session. 

The CHAIRMAN pointed out that tne fortieth session of tne Executive Board 

would be short, Tiie thirty-nintn session would be longer, and would give the Board 

the opportunity of discussing the question more thoroughly, 

The DIRECTOR -GENERAL observed that the question was extremely complicated. 

It might be better to plan that it should be discussed at the thirty-ninth session, 

since there would be eignt new members of tne Board sitting at tne fortieth session, 

which might mean that discussion would have to start again rignt from the beginning. 

Professor GERIC supported the proposal that discussion should be deferred until 

the thirty-nintn session of the Board. He nad been rather disappointed tnat 

operative paragraph 2 of resolution EBJl.Rll had not been effective. However, 

the interests of the Organization snould come first, and the Board might have to 

change its stand and revise the system at present in use, 

Dr KEITA said that in view of the remarks of the Director-General he wished to 

move formally that consideration of the question be deferred until tne Board
1

s 

thirty-ninth session, 

Mr LENNUYEUX-COVIISlElSiE observed tnat He had already proposed that discussion be 

deferred until the thirty-ninth session» He had no objection to the proposal to 

revert to the arrangements laid down in resolution EB28*R28 and was prepared to 

accept Dr Venediktov
1

s suggestion tnat tne proposal be accepted provisionally, 

subject to a thorough consideration of the whole problem at the Board
1

s thirty-ninth 

session» 
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Mr SIEGEL, Assistant Director-General, said that he did not wish to be 

interpreted as having a hard and fast position over the adoption of the draft 

resolution. At the thirty-seventh session of the Executive Board he had explained 

that there were some admini s trative difficulties in accepting payment in some 

currencies. He had also drawn attention to the fact that if the proposed Revolving 

Fund for Teaching and Laboratory Equipment were established, the facility of the 

Organization in exchanging currencies would have to be considered; if all countries 

were to benefit equally from the use of that fund there would be a valid argument 

for reverting to the arrangements laid down in resolution EB28.R28. 

If adopted, the draft resolution shown in paragraph 4 of document ЕВЗ8/9 would 

only apply to 1967, and should the Board decide at its thirty-ninth session to take 

a different decision, that decision would only become effective in relation to 1968. 

The Board could, if it so vzished, adopt the draft resolution in document EB38/9 with 

the addition of a paragraph stating that the matter would be reconsidered at the 

Board
1

 s thirty-ninth session• Any decision taken by the General Assembly of the 

United Nations could be taken into account at that time. 

The CHAIBMAN said that there were three proposals before the Board: (1) to 

adopt the draft resolution contained in document EB38/9； (2) to postpone 

consideration of the whole question until the Board
1

 s thirty-ninth session; and 

⑶ to act on the draft resolution at the present session, adding a paragraph calling 

for a re consideration of the question at the thirty-ninth session on the basis of 

additional information obtained in the interval 
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Dr VEMEDIKTOV said he would prefer to have the texts of the different proposals 

in writing; it would be unwise to take a hasty decision. The whole question 

required further study. The Assistant Director-General had referred to admini-

strative difficulties, but if those difficulties were mainly connected with an 

increase in paper-work, he could only say that in the present instance, an increase 

of paper-work would be worth-while. Moreover, the views of other countries should 

be obtained• The Government of the USSR was very interested in the question and 

would, be ready to discuss it thoroughly at any time. 

Dr RAO said that resolutions EB28.R28 and EB^l.Rll were inconsistent with the 

resolution adopted by the Second World Health Assembly ( W H A 2 . 5 8 )； operative 

paragraph 2 of resolution EBJl.Rll contained a pious hope which, instead of being 

fulfilled, had been abused and had become a millstone round the necks of India and 

the United Arab Republic. If the figures quoted by the Assistant Director-General 

were circulated to members of the Board, and all other facts were made available to 

them, it might be possible to come to a proper decision. 

Dr AZURIN asked if the financial difficulties arising from the arrangements 

laid down in resolution EBJl.Rll were such that a decision from the Board was 

required immediately or whether it would be possible to postpone taking a decision 

for another year, 

Mr SIEGEL said that at least two countries, host countries for regional offices, 

were experiencing financial difficulties as a result of the arrangements laid dovm in 

resolution EB51.Rll. Those countries no longer benefited from the receipt of foreign 
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excnange because two major contributors nad cnosen to pay part of their contributions 

in local currencies• If a decision were postponed, those two countries would be 

in a disadvantageous position for another year. Tne only new factor was tne 

decision taken by tne Nineteenth World Health Assembly to create the Revolving Fund 

for Teaching and Laboratory Equipment; India and the United Arab Republic might 

not have the same privileges in utilizing the Fund if the system continued for 

another year, 

Dr ALAN asked if tne Organization would have difficulties if the system were 

allowed to continue • 

Mr SIEGEL said that the Organization had experienced no serious difficulties in 

operating under tñe present arrangements• If, however, tne system were liberalized, 

it would encounter serious difficulties. The two countries concerned had drawn 

tne DirectorGeneral* s attention to the difficulties they were encountering； it 

was clear that they were not benefiting from the system to tne same extent as 

otner countries• Tne reason why tne host countries of other regional offices had 

not encountered difficulties was that few, if any, contributors had cnosen to 

contribute in the local currencies. Congo (Brazzaville) would feel tne impact if 

an increasing number of countries paid tneir contributions in CFA francs» 

The CHAIRMAN requested tñe Rapporteurs to draft texts for the different proposals 

that had been made, for consideration by tne Board at its next meeting, (See 

minutes of the fourth meeting, section 4
#
) 

The meeting rose at 12>40 p>m. 



W O R L D H E A L T H 
ORGANIZATION 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

Thirty-eighth Session 

O ’ ORGANISATION MONDIALE 
A H 广 、 . 

/ / 、 
| £ Q

 s J\J\U « 

DE LA SANTÉ 

EB58/Min/3 
24 May 1966 

ORIGINAL: ENGLISH 

PROVISIONAL MINUTES OF THE THIRD MEETING 

WHO Headquarters, Geneva 
Tuesday, 24 May 1966, at 9 Q 0 a.m. 

CHAIRMAN: Dr J. WATT 

1, 

CONTENTS 

Selection of a subject for the technical discussions at the 
Twenty-First World Health Assembly ( c o n t i n u e d ) . . . . . , , 

2, Allotments issued by the Dir e с tor -General as at. J>0 April 1966 . . 

Date and place of the 

Date and place of the 

5, Date and place of the 

6, Currency of payment of contributions 

Page 

4 

9 

10 

14 

16 

18 

Note: Corrections to these provisional minutes should reach the Chief Editor, 
Official Records, World Health Organization, Avenue Appia, 1211 Geneva, 
Switzerland, before 15 July 1966. 



евз8/М1П/З 
page 2 

Third Meeting 

Tuesday, 24 May 1966, at 9 Q 0 a.m. 

Present 

Dr WATT, Cnairman 

Dr HAPPI, Vice-Chairman 

Professor R. GERICÍ, Vice-Chairman 

Dr R, M , AL-ADWANI, Rapporteur 

Dr A . BENYAKHLEF, Rapporteur 

Dr A . ABDULHADI 

Mr A. F. ABRAR 

Dr T , ALAN 
(alternate to Dr N . H . Fisek) 

Dr A . 。• AUSTEN PETERS 

(alternate to Dr M, P, Otolorin) 

Dr J . AZURIN 

Dr D . BADAROU 

Dr M . DIN bin AHMAD 

Dr T. J. GEFFEN 

(alternate to Sir George Godber) 

Dr A . k . AL HURAIBI 

Dr 。• KEITA 

Dr PE KYIN 

Mr M , LENNUYEIK-COMNENE (alternate to Professor E . Aujaleu) 
Dr D , P . LOFRUSCIO 

(alternate to Professor D* Gonzalez Torres) 

Designating Country 

United States of America 

Cameroon 

Yugoslavia 

Kuwait 

Morocco 

Libya 

Somalia 

Turkey 

Nigeria 

Philippines 

Danomey 

Malaysia 

United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Nortnern Ireland 

Yemen 

Guinea 

Burma 

France 

Paraguay 

Professor P. MACUCH Czecnoslovakia 



EB38/Min/3 
page 5 

Pre.sen-t 

Dr P, D. MARTINEZ 

Dr V , V . OLGUIN 

Dr。• Qumos 

Dr K. N
#
 RAO 

Dr D . D . VENEDIKTOV 

Designating Country 

Mexico 

Argentine 

Peru 

India 

Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics 

Secretary: Dr M. G* CANDAU 
Director-General 

Representatives of Intergovernmental Organizations 

United Nations Relief and Works Agency 
for Palestine Refugees 

International Labour Organisation 

International A七ômic Energy Agency 

League of Arab States 

Dr M . SHARIF 

Dr R. A. METALL 

Dr G, GCMEZ CRESPO 

Dr N. NABULSI 

Representatives of Non-governmentfai Organizations 

International Committee of Catholic Nurses 

International Dental Federation 

International League against Rheumatism 

League of Red Cross Societies 

Medical Women's International Association 

World Federation for Mental Healtn 

World Federation of Occupational Therapists 

Miss L. CHARLES-ROQUES 

Dr С. L. BOUVIER 

Professor F^ DELBARRE 

Professor A. LIBOV 
Dr H, ZIELINSKI 

Dr ÍU VOLUTER-de LORIOL) 
Dr A. AUDEOUD-NAVTLLE ) 

Dr A. AUDEOUD-NAVILLE 

Miss C. LCMBARD 

World Federation of United Nations Associations Mrs С. С. C. SAMHIAPILLA 



EB38/Min/3 
page 4 

1, SELECTION OP A SUBJECT FOR THE TECHNICAL DISCUSSIONS AT THE TWENTY-EIRST 
WORLD HEAI¿H ASSEMBLY: Item W 2 of the Agenda (Resolution WHA10O5, 
paragrapn Document EB)8/6) (continued) • 

The CHAIRMAN invited members to continue tneir discussions on item W 2 

of the agenda• 

Dr ALAN said that the discussions at the previous meeting had revealed 

certain criteria to be followed in selecting a subject for technical discussions： 

the subject should be important, of current interest, of general interest and 

require urgent attention• Members seemed agreed that althougn all the subjects 

suggested were important and of cxirrent interest^ tJtiey J»er6 not all of general 

interest. He wished to draw attention to the time factor. The teclinical 

discussions were distinct from the work of the Assembly, wnose main task was to 

discuss the items on its agenda• Yet one day and a half of the Assembly
1

s time 

was reserved for the technical discussions• The volume of the Assembly's work 

was increasing and the need for nigiit meetings was beginning to be felt. What 

should be the place of the techniç^；^ disçuseions in jKtí;ure:Assemblieát、 Йе did 

not deny the importance of those discussions, but wondered whetner it would not 

be possible to arrange for them to take place at meetings other than the World 

Health Assembly, • • - .二‘:.；-厂二 二 o :-

/ 

Professor GERIC said that in his opinion tne first subject on the list, 

"National and global surveillance of communicable diseases," should be chosen 

as the subject for the technical discussions at the Twenty-first World Health 

Assembly• Countries nad benefited greatly from the technical discussions held 



ЕВ38/М1П/3 

page 5 

at previous Assemblies• Wnile consideration could, therefore, be given to 

Dr Alan
1

s suggestion, ne personally felt that the technical discussions should 

continue to form part of the Assembly
1

s work» 

Dr VENEDIKTOV said tnat the technical discussions were very important and 

nad related to tne most acute public healtn problems• The experts taking part in 

those discussions were very competent and experienced^ It mignt be useful to 

consider the possibility of issuing pamphlets containing tne experts
1

 statements and 

tne relevant statistics supplied by tne various countries• Tnere would be a 

separate pamphlet for eacn tecnnical subject discussed. In tnat way, a valuable 

documentation on technical subjects would be built up. It would be a pity to delete tne 

technical discussions from tne Assembly's agenda. Rather, the Secretariat 

should devise means wnereby the Assembly would be able, in tne tnree weeks allotted 

to it, to discuss all the items on its agenda without imposing a time limit on 

speakers• In His opinion, tne first subject on tne list snould be ciiosen for the 

tecnnical discussions at tne Twenty-first World Healtn Assembly, 

Dr BENYAKHLEF said tnat he agreed witn tne suggestion made by Dr Abdulhadi 

at tne previous meeting tnat the fourth subject on the list, "Tne contribution of 

healtn programmes to social development," snould be cnosen for tne technical 

discussions at tne Twenty-first World Healtn Assembly• Many governments did not 

accord healtn programmes the priority they merited, being inclined to consider that 

a satisfactory state of health was attributable to chance ratner tnan to hard 

work and the investaent of considerable sums of money. 
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Dr KEITA said- tho/b ho strongly supported ttie choice of tne first subject on 

the list* Tiie -'sime iiad not yet como to study "Tne contribution of healtn 

рго̂Гслгл1ез to nocial development"
 л 

/ 

Dr CLGIHN said tnat nip irxpression at the previpus meeting had been .that the 

majority of.members were in favour of tne fourtn subject. The other subjects
y 

particularly the first, were very important. The firct subject, however, required 

с stabliehment of а когк methodology which migüt vary in accordance v;ith the local 

cr тсzional charcicteristics of communicable diseases• It might not be possible, 

therefor, .in the time allotted for the technipaJ. discussions, to give a general 

and specific description of the cases tnat might, arise. On tne other hand, a 

cubjcct such as -
!

The contribiition of Healtn programmes to social development," v;hich 

dealt viith concepts, would make it possible to prepare healtn programmes, as a result 

of TTJnich tno healtn of populations would be improved and tne economic and social 

dovelopnent of countries promoted
0 

Dr AL IIlRAIBl said that the importance attached to each of the subjects varied 

from county to country
e
 .In так:'.пз the selection tha Board should, tnerefore, be 

girided :by the fQllovrin^ considerations: the subject should be regarded as important 

by the majority of oouritries: It should be the subject most likely to yield satisfactory 

results in tne nnorteat possible time; and, it snould be vjitiiin tne Organization' s 

fina^eiai and technical means
n
 In pis opinion, the first subject was the most 

inportant, followed by tne ^c ..rth^ then the third and finally the second. The 

debilitating effects of communicable diseases caused the developing nations to lose 

millions of dollars eo.ch year and in addition there was a suspected relationship 
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between such diseases as bilnarziasis and cancer of tne bladder
л
 He would like 

the title of tne fourth subject to be amended to read "The contribution of health 

prográiwnes for the eradication of communicable diseases to socio-economic 

development
n

. •/ 人 

He was in favour of the first subject and noped that it would be possible to 

examine tne other tnree subjects at later dates• 

Dr AUSTEN PETERS agreed tnat the first subject snould be ciiosen for the 

technical discussions at the Twenty-first World Health Assembly• It was a 

subject on wnich many countries had done mucn work and its selection would provide 

an opportunity to consolidate the knowledge acquired. 

/ 

Dr MARTINEZ, observing that opinions seemed to be more or less equally divided 

between the first and fourtn subjects, suggested that both subject3 snoul4.be 

selected for tecbnical discussions, 

Dr QUIRÓS, supported by Dr AL«ADWANI, suggested that tne fourth subject 

should be selected• 

The CHAIRMAN said that it seemed clear that tne choice would be between tne 

first and fourth subjects• He suggested, tnerefore, tnat tne vote be confined to 

tnose two subjects• 

Dr MARTINEZ requested that his proposal be put to tñe Board for consideration. 

The CHAIRMAN said tnat ne had taken Dr Martinez ' s proposal as one for further 

discussion. Tne agenda stated specifically that a subject was to be selected. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said tnat it would bè difficult, both administratively 

and financially, to arrange for technical discussions on two subjects. 
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Dr MARTINEZ withdrew his proposal. 

Dr ALAN suggested that members should vote only in favour of a subject; there 

should be no negative votes and no abstentions• The simplest procedure would be to 

determine the number of members in favour of the first subject and the number of 

members in favour of tne fourth subject-

The CHAIRMAN requested those members in favour of the first subject to raise 

their hands. 

Fourteen members were in favour of the first subject. 

The CHAIRMAN requested those members in favour of tne fourth subject to raise 

tneir hands. 

Ten members were in favour of the fourtn subject. 

The CHAIRMAN said he assumed tnat as a result of the vote the Board would wish 

to select "National and global surveillance of communicable diseases" as the subject 

for the technical disucssions at the Twenty-first World Health Assembly* 

Dr AL-ADWANI, Rapporteur, read out tne following draft resolution: 

The Executive Board, 

Having considered the report of tne Director-General on tne question of 
tecmical discussions at the Twenty-first World Health Assembly; and 

Taking into account resolution WHA10,)), paragraph ⑶ ， o f the Tenth World 
Healtn Assembly on technical discussions at future World Healtn Assemblies, 

SELECTS "National and global surveillance of communicable diseases" as the 
subject for technical discussions to be held at the Twenty-first World Health 
Assembly, 

Decision: Tne draft resolution was adopted,*^" 

1

 Resolution EB38.R11» 
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ALLOTMENTS ISSUED BY THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL AS AT )0 APRIL 1966: Item 4^2 of 
the Agenda (Document EB38/5) 

Mr SIEGEL, Assistant Director-General, drew members
1

 attention to 

document ЕВ38/5 > wnich was a report by, the Director-General providing information 

relating to allotments issued in the fiscal year I966 under tne regular budget, 

the United Nations Development Programme and the Voluntary Fund for Health 

Promotion• It indicated the allotments issued as at )Q April 1966 and was 

submitted to tne Board to provide members with information on tne way in which the 

financial resources of the Organization were being used. It was customary for the 

Board to adopt a resolution noting the report. The Secretariat would be glad to 

provide any furtner information requested• 

Dr VENEDIKTOV asked wnat was tne difference between "allotment" and 

"allocation"• 

Mr SIEGEL said that an allotment represented an issue of funds by the 

Director-General for carrying out a specific project• Explaining the way in 

• •'...' • . .. • • .• • • ‘ • ‘ 

wnich the term "allocation" was used in WHO, he said that the Director-General 

issued an allocation to each Regional Director to indicate over-all programme 

limitations• 

/ 

Dr QUIROS, referring to page 2 of tne document, said tnat 50 per cent, of the 

allotments had been issued for programme activities• He considered that that 

percentage should be even higher• 

Mr SIEGEL pointed out that the report indicated only the allotments issued as 

at tne end of April 1966, Additional allotments would be issued during the 

remainder of tne year to cover the new activities wnich would be approved by the 

Director-General• 
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Dr BENYAKHLEF, Rapporteur, read out the following draft resolution: 

The Executive Board 

NOTES the report of the Director-General on the allotments issued 
under the regular budget, the United Nations Development Programme 
(Technical Assistance and Special Fund), and the Voluntary Fund for 
Health Promotion as at 30 April 1966. 

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted.
1 

DATE AND PLACE OF THE TWENTIETH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY: Item 5*1 of the 

Agenda (Articles 14 and 15 of the Constitution) 

Mr SIEGEL, Assistant Director-General, said that members would have noted 

from Articles 14 and 15 of the Constitution that the World Health Assembly was 

responsible for selecting the country or region in which the following annual 

session was to be held, and that the Board was responsible for determining the. 

date of each annual session» The Assembly had decided that the next annual 

session was to be in Switzerland» The Secretariat had consulted the appropriate 

United Nations authorities and was in a position to advise the Board that the next 

annual session could be held in the Palais des Nations and could start on either 

Monday, 8 May 1967., or Tuesday，9 May 19б7» In view of the need to keep the 

length of the session to three weeks, the Di re с to r- General felt that it might be 

useful if in 1967 the Assembly were to begin on Monday, 8 May. The Secretariat 

therefore wished to make a recommendation to that effect to the Board. 

Dr ALAN asked if there was any reason why previously the Assembly had always 

¿tarted orí a Tuesday rather than on a Monday. 

1

 Resolution EB38.H12. 



EBj8/Mîn/3 
page 11 

The CHAIRMAIi pointed out that the change recommended by the Secretariat might 

necessitate a change in the date of the meeting of the Ad Hoc Committee of the 

Board* 

Mr SIEGEL said that sessions had previously opened on a Tuesday in order to 

enable delegates to travel over the weekend and have the Monday free for complying 

with registration formalities, collecting documents, etc. The Secretariat's view 

was that,, if the Ecard decided that the Assembly was to open on Monday, 8 May 1967， 

the first meeting could be at 11.00 a
r
m ” rather than at the usual hour of 10^00 a.m. 

Delegates could use the extra hour to complete their registration and collect 

documents. There would be no difficulty in arranging the meetings of the Ad Hoc 

Committee。at times to fit in with the Assembly
1

s schedule of work. 

Dr BADAROU said that, if the Assembly were to begin on a Monday, delegates 

would be obliged to arrive in Geneva on Sunday
#
 Was there not a rule stipulating 

that delegates had to register and deposit their credentials twenty^four hours 

before the Assembly started? If there was no such rule, a Monday sta.rt might be 

possible but, in order to avoid the necessity of arriving in Geneva at the weekend, 

a Tuesday start would be preferable. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that the question of depositing credentials would, 

cause no difficulty; many delegates sent their credentials by mail and others 

deposited them after the Assembly had started. The Secretariat wanted to avoid 

having to extend the period of the Assembly beyond three weeks. As had been 

proved at the latest Assembly, unless the general discussions were finished in the 
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first week, the work of the committees suffered and night meetings became necessary. 

The first of the many proposals on the subject he would make to the Executive Board 

in January would be that the Assembly should start its work on a Monday. A 

further reason for a Monday start was that it was scene time s difficult to achieve a 

quorum for the last sessions in the third week. 

Referring to item of the agenda, concerning technical discussions, he 

said he thought that at its January session the Board would decide that the 

technical discussions should be continued, because many found them valuable as they 

provided the opportunity for experts to exchange views informally, as individuals, 

not as government representatives• 

Dr HAPPI said that although he supported the idea that the Assembly should 

start on a Monday he considered that the opening meeting should start at 2,^0 p.m. 

rather than at 11,00 a.m. 

Dr GEFEEN said he appreciated the reasons for starting on a Monday, but as 

participants had quite a lot to do - in the way of registration, etc• - on the 

morning of arrival, it might be preferable to envisage an afternoon rather than a 

morning start. 

The CHAIRMAN said that not much time would be gained if the opening meeting 

were postponed until the afternoon. If the first meeting were in the morning the 

Committee on Credentials would have time to meet after the opening formalities and 

the President's opening address• 
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Dr RAO said he thought that the Assembly should open on Monday at a time to be 

decided by the Board. Much- time would be saved if Member States could be 

persuaded to submit texts of their statements in advance and give only summaries 
^ - •‘ , � .• . . 

of their statements at the meetings of the Assembly. 

The CHAIRMAN said that the point raised by Dr Rao would be one of the 

suggestions to be considered at the thirty-ninth session of the Executive Board. 

The present session was required to take a decision only in respect of the date 

and place of the Twentieth World Health Assembly and the consideration of the 

problem as a whole at the following session of the Board would be facilitated if 

the Health Assembly had at its disposal an additional day. He believed that the 

explanations given had allayed any concern and that there appeared to be general 

agreement that the Twentieth World Health Assembly should begin on Monday, 8 May, 

in the morning, although the opening meeting would be a little later than in 

previous years. 

Dr AL^ÀDWANI, Rapporteur, submitted the following draft resolution for the 

consideration of the Board; 

The Executive Board, 

Having noted resolution W H A I 9 . 2 8 on the place of the Twentieth 
World Health Assembly; and 

Considering the provisions of Articles ЛЛ and 15 of the Constitution, 
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D E Ç U E S ...: 

(1) that tlie Twentieth World Health Assembly shall be held in the 
Palais des Nations， Geneva; and 

(2) that, subject to consultation with the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations, this Assembly shall start on Monday., .8 May 1967. 

Decision: Hie draft resolution was approved,^ 

• — — •
 r

 ' - , ， . ’ . . ： ’ . . . . . . . . . ' • ••.. .._.•'... .... ‘ 

4. DATE AND PLACE OP THE THIRTY-NINTH SESSION OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD： Item 5‘2 
of the Agenda 

The CHAIRMAN drew attention to Rule 5 of the Rules of Procedure of the 

Executive Board, which was relevant to the item, 

Mr SIEGEL, Assistant Director-General, said that the date fixed for the World 

Health Assembly had some bearing on the date of the session of the Executive Board. 

The Board could hold its thirty-ninth session at headquarters on Tuesday, 

17 January 1967. He assumed that the Board would, on the basis of previous 

experience, wish its Standing Committee 011 Administration； and Finance to meet, 

also at headquarters, on Monday, 9 January. He drew attention to the arrangement 

whereby any member of the Board who was not also a member of the Standing Committee 

was invited to :a"btend its meetings. • •.； 

Dr MARTÊîEZ fècalled that his country had at the Eighteenth World Health 

Assembly been elected to designate a member to serve on the Executive Board. That 

designation had not been made in time for participation by a member from Mexico 

1 R e s o l u t i o n E B 3 8 . R I 3 . 
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at the thirty-sixth session of the Board and his government had rècélved the 

information regarding meetings of the Standing Committee only a few days before the 

commencemont of the thirty-seventh session of the Board» 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said, that the information relating to Dr Martinez
1 

appointment as а шэшЬэг of the Standing Committee on Administration and Finance as 

well as the date of the thirty-seventh session of the Executive Board and its 

Standing Committee had been sent to all Member States in the form of the official 

record relating to the thirty-sixth session of the Executive Board (Official Records 

No» 145)• Possibly there had been some delay before the documentation had 

reached the member of the Board designated by Mexico. 

The CHAIRMAN said that, speaking from his own experience, the presence of 

members of the Executive Board at sessions of the Standing Committee on Administration 

and Finance was extremely useful both for the Standing Committee and for the Board 

itself. He had wished to draw the attention of new members in particular to that 

possibilityj since it enabled members to obtain a greater appreciation of the maimer 

in vrhich the Standing Committee prepared the work of the Board
f

s session, 

Dr BENYAKHLEF, Rapporteur, submitted the following draft resolution for the 

consideration of the Board: 

The Executive Board 

DECIDES to hold its thirty-ninth session in the Headquarters Building, 
Geneva, commencing on Tuesday, 17 January 1967； 

2. DECIDES that its Standing Committee on Administration and Finance shall 
meet in the same place, commencing on Monday, 9 January 1967; and 
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INVITES those members of the Board who are not métóbéré Ы ihe Stànding 
Oonm.ittoo^ and who may wish to do so, to attend thè meetings ôf thi$ 

?
 Conraittee for the purpose of following its deliberations; 

Docisicn? Tne draft resolution was approved/^" 

5. DATE AND PLACE OP THS TWENTY一SECOND WORLD HEALTH ASSSMBLYs Supplementary Item 1 
of the Agonde, (Document ЕЗ̂ЗД) 

Mr SÏEGST^ Assistant bi^cto^ítóneral.. introducing thb dr»Wr àtteîitiôn to 

the fc.ct that -'she Dire его ̂ General had> in dociniont £3)8/』!> inôludéd the full text of 

the resolution of the Nineteenvh World. Health Assembly accepting the invitation of 

the United States (rcvernment to hold the second World Healtti Assembly in 

Boston, Massachusetts » In accordance with Articles 14 and 15 of the Constitution, 

the Health Assembly had limited itself to accepting that invitation subject to the 

conclusion of the necessary practica], arrangements and subject to confirmation by the 

Tirenty-first World Health Assembly and by the following Executive Board. It was, 

посезр̂.гу that reservations be made for the facilities in Boston at an early 

dr.te r.nd c, provisions], decision in that regard should therefore be taken by the Board 

at itr. present session. Facilities available in Boston тгЛе it necessary for the 

的 sr Lon to be he ?.d in July 3.$69^ 

Нэ drev; the Board
1

s attention to the draft resolution submitted for its 

considaration paragraph 2 of document EB58/4. In connexion with the English 

cexuf he sr.id "ihat the word
 î:

 shall" should be Inserted before the words "be convened
11 

in vhs operative paragraphs 

1 R e s o l u t i o n 
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The DIRECTOR-GENERAL considered that it would be desirable in that same 

operative paragraph to insert the words "in principle" following the word "DECIDES" 

since that decision was subject to confirmation by the Executive Board at its session 

immediately following the Twenty-first World Health Assembly. 

The CHAIRMAN drew attention to the fact that resolution WHA19.9 also covered 

that point by requesting the Director-General to report further to the Twenty-first 

World Health Assembly and the Executive Board session following in that regard. 

Dr ALAN wondered whether it might not be appropriate for the proposed draft 

resolution to be couched in the terms of a recommendation to the Twenty-first World 

Health Assembly and to the Executive Board session following rather than in the 

form of a decision. 

The CHAIRMAN emphasized the importance, for practical purposes, of giving the 

appropriate authorities in Boston the maximum assurance possible at the present stage 

that the Twenty-second World Health Assembly would be convened in that city, although 

of course the final decision in the light of any circumstances which might arise 

rested with the later sessions of the Health Assembly and the Board. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL believed that the resolution contained in paragraph 2, 

amended along the lines he had suggested, would be sufficient action to facilitate 

negotiations in Boston while at the same time respecting the right of decision of 

the session of the Board immediately following the Twenty-first World Health 

Assembly, 
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Following a brief drafting discussion, Dr GEPFEN suggested tnat the word 

"reservations" in the preamble of the draft resolution should be amended to read 

"conditions"• 

It was so agreed> 

Decision: Tne draft resolution, as thus amended, and incorporating the 
suggestion made by the Director-General, was approved. 

6. CURRENCY OF РАШЕЫТ OF CONTRIBUTIONS: Item 6,1 of the Agenda (Resolutions WHA2 
EB36.RI5 and EB37.R39； Document E B 3 8 / 9 ) 

Mr SIEGEL, Assistant Director-General, said that the Board would recall that 

that item had been included on its agenda as tne result of a resolution at its 

thirty-sixth session requesting the Director-General to study the question of 

currency of payment of contributions and report thereon to the Board at its thirty-

seventh sessioru Tnat report was included as Appendix I to document EB38/9* The 

Director-General had studied tine matter further following the discussions which had 

• . .... • .：. V . . . . . . . 

taken'place at the tHirty-seventu session and had come to the conclusion that the 

best solution would be to revert to the arrangements set out in resolution EB28.R28» 

The problem of. currency of payment of contributions was one in respect of which 

the Director-General felt great sympr«.thy with any difficulties encountered^ 

Nevertheless, in order to have the flexibility necessary for carrying out the 

programme of work of tne Organization, it seemed desirable to restore the earlier 

position
e
 If the Board agreed to tnat course, a draft resolution was submitted in 

document EB)8/9, paragraph 斗 ， f o r its consideration* 
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Thè Secretariat would gladly provide any further information if necessary* 

The issues facing the Beard were clear and a complete anâlysis of the situation, 

including reference to the proposal by the Government of the United Arab Republic, 

was contáined in the Appendix I to wnich he had already referred, 

Dr RAO recalled that.the subject had been discussed at the previous session 

and that the Board, in resolution E B 3 7 > had agreed to postpone a decision on 

the matter as it had wished to nave further time to consider the problem. The 

Director-General had re-examined the entire position and had recommended that the 

Organization should revert to the arrangements laid down in resolution EB28.R28. 

The Governments both of tile United Arab Republic and of India were strongly in 

favour of restoring the situation existing under* resolution EB28,R28, as the present 

sittiation was detrimental to their economies。 Moreover, the proposed change ivouïd. 

heighten the possibilities of success of the revolving fund for teaching and 

laboratory equipment decided upon by the World Health Assembly。 He would therefore 

urge the Board to accept the recommendations of the Director-General as set oùt in 

document ЕЗ38/9. 

Mr ЬЕШНЯЕиХ-ССЮКМЕ), alternate to Professor Aujaleu, expressed appreciation 

to the Director-General for the report submitted. The question of currency of 

payment of contributions was a complex one, even more so since opinions varied from 

year tó year, Tñe entire question of convertibility of currency was involved• 

In view
1

 of the fact that the Ad Hoc Committee of experts set up by the United 

Nations tô examine tne financial arrangements of the United Nations and the 

specialized agencies would be reporting to the next session of the United Nations 
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General Assembly, and since its recommendations would no doubt refer to that 

specific subject with relation to the specialized agencies within its global 

policy recommendations, he would suggest that the Board should defer any decision 

on the matter until its thirty-ninth session, when it would be in a position to 

have the views of the United Nations General Assembly, It was clearly desirable 

for the specialized agencies to follow uniform principles in the matter and it would 

seem premature for tiie Executive Board to take a decision in respect of currency of 

payment of contributions before having had the benefit of the study being carried 

out by the United Nations Ad Hoc Committee
 t 

/ 

Professor MACUCH said he fully appreciated the difficulties being encountered 

by certain countries under the existing arrangements• While he shared the concern 

of the Director-General in respect of the need for a mode of payment Which would 

facilitate the implementation of the prograinme of work of the Organization, he 

emphasized tne acute difficulties facing some countries owing to snortage of hard 

currencies» The problem was far from simple but he felt that tne Dire ctor-General 

should be able to arrive at a solution satisfactory to all concerned, taking into 

account the possibilities offered in connexion with the revolving fund for teaching 

and laboratory equipment• He agreed that the matter could usefully be deferred 

until a later session of the Board, 

Dr VENEDIKTOV requested clarification from tne Assistant Director -General 

regarding the present situation in respect of currency of payment of contributions 

in order to be able to judge the full effect wnich the adoption of the proposed 

draft resolution would have. 
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Mr SIEGEL, Assistant Director-General, said that, as the situation stood at 

present, resolution ÉB31»R11 permitted tne Director-General to accept a proportion 

of contributions in US dollars, Swiss francs, pounds sterling or in tne currencies 

of those countries where regional offices were established and in such amounts as 

'could be fully utilized by the Organization, In 1965, three countries nad made 

contributions in CFA francs, one country in Danish Kroner, three countries in 

Egyptian pounds, two countries in Indian rupees and fourteen countries in pounds 

sterling, the balance being in US dollars or Swiss francs. No payments had been 

made in Philippine pesos• The practical effect of the adoption of the draft 

resolution proposed in document EB38/9 would be that contributions would have to 

be paid in Ш dollars, Swiss francs and, to the extent to whicn they could be used, 

pounds sterling, and that payment in currencies of countries where regional offices 

were establisned would no longer be permitted.• 

Reference had been made to the desirability of awaiting the report of the 

United Nations Ad Hoc Committee of experts • The Ad Hoc Committee was undoubtedly 

studying the problem of currency of payment and the nature of its recommendations 

to the General Assembly of the United Nations remained to be seen. However,-：, each 

specialized agency was competent to take a decision in that respect for itself. 

Moreover, the Board could take a further decision at later sessions, changing： the 

position as it saw fit. The present draft resolution would relate to the currency 

of contributions in respect of I967• A decision in respect of 1968 could be.. 

taken at the fortietn session. 
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/ 

In reply to a request by .Professor GERIC as to the amounts involved with 

regard to contributions paid in currencies other than US dollars or Swiss francs, 

Mr.SIEGEL gave details relating to contributions paid in respect of 19б5# 

Congo (Brazzaville), Gabon and Niger had eacn paid the equivalent of US$ 15 7б0 in 

CFA francs; Denmark US$ 208 800 in Danish Kroner; United Arab Republic US$ 5440, 

USSR US$ 321 070 and tne United States of America US$ 17)斗9〇 in Egyptian pounds; 

India US$ 119 100 and tne United States of America US$ 502 510 in Indian rupees; 

and Ceylon, Cyprus, Gnana, India, Jamaica, Mauritius, New Zealand, Nigeria, 

Sierra Leone, Soutn Africa, Southern Hnodesia, Uganda, United Kingdom and Tanzania 

had paid a proportion or all of their contributions in pounds sterling • The 

balance of the contributions of those countries had been paid in US dollars or 

Swiss francs• 

Dr VENEDIKTOV said he appreciated tne information given. It seemed to him 

that the situation was somewhat more complicated than was at first apparent from the 

documentation submitted. It was interesting to note that the proposals for 

payment in local currencies had originally been made by India and by other countries 

and that India nad now expressed a wisn to revert to earlier arrangements• The 

situation called for tnorougn study, particularly in view of tne fact tnat other 

countries were concerned in addition to tne United Arab Republic and India, which 

had both specifically requested a cnange. A number of other factors also had to 

be taken into account, such as payment in other currencies and payment in kind. 

It would also be interesting to have tne views of other countries concerned, such 
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as African countries. The subject was extremely complex and indeed was the 

. . . . . , , . . . . . . • 

subject of constant consideration by various international 'orgánínations. It 

was accordingly difficult to arrive at an immediate decision and, while WHO was 

clearly free to take its own decisions, it would be desirable to study the views 

arrivéd at by tne United Nations Ad Hoc Committee of experts • Furthermore, 

óbnsidérátión would be facilitated by a study of tne figures provided by the 

Assistant Director-General and he would welcome their distribution to members of 

tñe Board, if necessary on a restricted basis. 

He suggested that it might be possible to adopt a resolution whè^eby WHO would 

revert to the arrangements laid down in resolution EB28.R28 in order to meet the 

requests of tne United Arab Republic and India, but would also decide to re-examine 

the question at tne thirty-ninth session of the Executive Board, thus leaving the 

door open for a more complete study. 

Dr RAO said that in the light of the discussion, he felt it was essential to 

circulate to members of the Board the data given orally by the Assistant Director-

General* The proposal to revert to tne arrangements laid down in resolution 

EB28.R28 would mainly affect 工ndia and tne United Arab Republic, wnich had been 

adversely affected by the arrangements by which countries could pay part of their 

assessed contributions in rupees or Egyptian pounds, a point wnich he hoped members 

of the Board would appreciate• He urged tne Board to take a decision on tne matter 

which, as tne Assistant Director-General had said, would not preclude a re-examination 

of the underlying principles at a later stage. 
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Dr BADAROU said tnat ne understood tnat tne purpose of tne Director-General's 

report was to .facilitate the use of funds. He asked if tne Assistant Director-

General could explain wnat difficulties would be created if contributions were 

paid in currencies otner than tne so-called strong currencies» Rather tnan adopt 

a restrictive resolution, it mignt be better for the Board to nelp tne Director-

General by considering the possibility of extending acceptable currencies to include 

those wJiicii could be used without any great difficulty• For example, it would be 

useful to know if tne CFA francs paid by certain African States were difficult to 

use and whether CFA francs could not be added to the list of acceptable currencies 

to facilitate tne payment of contributions by the African countries, 

Mr SIEGEL said that the Secretariat would be prepared to circulate a conference 

room document containing tine data he nad supplied earlier and could also include in 

it similar data relating to 1964• 

In connexion witn the point raised by Dr Badarou, he thought it migirit be 

useful to give a brief review of tne history of the question, Tne Second World 

Health Assembly, in its resolution WHA2.58, had establisned the principle that all 

Member governments should nave equality of rights in paying a proportion of their 

contributions in currencies that might be acceptable. The same principle had 

been adopted in the United Nations, Financial Regulation 5»5 provided that annual 

contributions were to be assessed in US dollars and were to be payable in either 
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US dollars or Swiss francs, except that tne wnole or part of those contributions 

migiit be paid in sucn otner currency as tne Director-General
f
 in consultation with 

the Board, might determine. For many years payment of contributions had been made 

only in US dollars and Swiss francs, and then, as the subject could be discussed 

at any time, the Director-General nad proposed that sterling snould be acceptable as 

a currency for payment of contributions because sterling was being used so 

extensively in the Organization
1

s operations• That proposal nad been accepted. 

At its thirty-first session tne Executive Board had reconsidered the question 

at the request of some members and, on hearing tne Director-General
1

s view that too 

many difficulties would not be created by accepting as currencies of payment of 

contributions tne currencies of those countries in which regional offices were 

situated, the Board had agreed that those currencies should be acceptable. The 

practice of accepting the currencies of countries in wnich large WHO offices were 

situated created no great difficulties for tne Organization, but if it was 

extended to countries where there were no such offices, it would be virtually 

impossible for the Director-General to carry out programmes effectively; he 

would nave to develop programmes with a view to using certain currencies instead of 

developing them to meet the health needs of countries• A distinction should be 

made between programmes supported by voluntary contributions and tnose incorporated « 

in WHO'S normal budget• In the case of tne former it was possible to accept 

contributions in local currencies or even in kind. 
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Dr GEPPEN remarked that the present system had‘been devised to help countries 

where regional offices wêre situated and it now seemed that it did not benefit 

those coimtries. Tne best solution would seem to be to revert to the previous 

system, but to leave tne matter open for further discussion, as Dr Venediktov had 

suggested. 

Mr LENMJYEUX-CCMNENE said tnat it seemed tnat some countries where regional 

offices were situated were trying to obtain a double advantage. They wanted to be 

able to pay tneir own contributions in local currencies, while wishing to prevent 

otner countries from paying part of tneir contributions in tnose currencies instead 

of in hard currencies• V/nile he understood the position of tnose countries and 

recognized tnat sucn attempts were acceptable within the framework of the present 

policy of assistance for development, he wisned to point out that the inability of 
. . . . . . . . . ‘ . . . . . ， . . . . . . • . ！' ‘. ； ‘ . ". • 

the developed countries to dispose of local currencies they had accepted under 

bilateral trade agreements with tne developing countries was creating problems, 

Tne present situation could not be allowed to continue for ever; assistance to the 

developing countries would have to be put on a sounder footing, ..... •. .. " . . • . —. . “ -.- ..' ........� 

Dr RAO said that neither India nor tne United Arab Republic wanted to be given 

preferential treatment by being allowed to pay their contributions in local 

currency. Tnere was no question of trying to obtain a double advantage• The 

arrangement whereby countries could pay part of their contributions in the . л: 

currencies of countries in which regional offices were situated was proving very 

disadvantageous to India and the United Arab Republic, which were proposing that 

the previous arrangement be reverted to. He was sure no one wished to penalize 



ЕВ38/М±П/3 

page 27 

twe co^itries wMcia were nosts to regional offices, PurtheMorep if a revolving 

fund were established along the lines approved by the Nineteenth Wórld Health Assembly 

there would not be a surplus of local currency. 

Mr WACHOB, adviser to Dr Watt, recalled that when the matter had been discussed 

at the Board' s previous ^session, the representative of the Director-General had 

said that the primary object of the proposal to permit countries to pay their 

contributions in tne currencies of States in which regional offices were situated 

was to assist as many countries as possible without impeding tne Organization's 

work» The reply to a question as to whether such a practice would namper WHO in 

its work nad been tnat the Organization could continue operating efficiently. 

Unless difficulties had become apparent since tnat time, Пе felt it would be better 

to continue the practice for- the time being - especially in view of the creation of 

the； new Revolving Fund - and to reconsider, the whole question at the Board
1

 s thirty-

nintb session or, if at that time no decision could： be taken, at its fortieth session. 

Dr KEITA recalled that at the Board's previous session he had asked that 

consideration of the question be deferred for further study so.as to enable 

solutions to be found wfoiofe might be satisfactory to all. By opening the door to 

acceptance of some new currencies, resolution EB)1.R11 had been a step forward; it 

would be a pity to close that door by reverting to the arrangement laid down in 

resolution EB28.R28» The question was of fundamental importance and should not 
. . . . .-. • . . • • . , . . . . . : 、 .... . . . . . . . _ ..,、•. . • 

. . . . . • . • . . . . . • : . . . . � - . . . . • . . . •-. 

be dealt with hurriedly• For that reason he felt it would be better to postpone 
：••'' . ‘ '-‘ “ . ‘“ » ... I".''"' . ?

 ... - . ••'•,•
 ：
 - ‘ ‘ • ' • . , . . . . . . . 、..，....."：:、... 

consideration until tne Board
f

 s thirty-nintn session. 



E B 3 8 / M i n / 3 

p a g e 2 8 

Dr BADAROU agreed tnat consideration of tne question should be deferred until 

tne Board's thirty-nintn session. 

The CHAIRMAN pointed out that tne fortieth session of tne Executive Board 

would be short, .The thirty-ninth session would be longer, and would give the Board 

the opportunity of discussing the question more thoroughly* 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL observed tnat the question was extremely complicated. 

It might be better to plan that it should be discussed at the tnirty-ninth session, 

since tnere would be eignt new members of tne Board sitting at tne fortieth session, 

which might mean that discussion would have to start again right from the beginning. 

Professor GERIC supported the proposal that discussion snould be deferred until 

the thirty-ninth session of the Board， He nad been rather disappointed tnat 

operative paragraph 2 of resolution SBJl.Rll had not been implemented• However, 

the interests of the Organization snould come first, and tne Board might have to 

change its stand and revise the system at present in use, 

Dr KEITA said tnat in view of tne remarks of the Director-General he wished to 

move formally that consideration of the question be deferred until tne Board
1

s 

thirty-ninth session, 

Mr LENNUffiUX-CCMNENE observed tnat he had already proposed that discussion be 

deferred until the thirty-ninth session. He had no objection to tiie proposal to 

revert to the arrangements laid down in resolution EB28.R28 and was prepared to 

accept Dr Venediktov
1

 s suggestion tnat tne proposal be accepted provisionally, 

subject to a tñorougn consideration of the whole problem at tne Board
1

s tnirty-ninth 

session. 
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Mr SIEGEL, Assistant Director-General, said： tnat he did not Wish to be 

interpreted as having a hard and fast position over tne adoption of the draft 

resolution. At the thirty-seventn session of tne Executive Board ne nad 

explained that tnere were some administrative difficulties in accepting payment in 

some currencies. He had also drawn attention to the fact that if the proposed 

Revolving 5"und for Teaching and Laboratory Equipment were established, tne facility 

of the Organization to exchange currencies would nave to be considered; if all 

countries were to benefit equally from the use of that fund tnere would be a valid 

argument for reverting to the arrangements laid down in resolution EB28»R28, 

If adopted, the draft resolution shown in paragraph 4 of document EB38/9 would 
. ‘ . ： . - •. • . . ••:•+•••,.•.. •• •.

 ;
 、.“. ：. ：•' .....、、., - ： . . 

• • • . • ‘ “ ‘ ‘ •今. ，л* - ,
 r
 • . . 〜 • • . . Л. . . • í ....*'. • - i ‘ 

only apply to 1967, and should tne Board decide at its thirty-ninth session, to take 
* ： • •• . . . - • ‘• "‘ • • •• • - . . ‘ - - . — — • *л. .... • - - . . •" .... . 

* ••• “-•、、... • -j . . 、 . • ,.• 、 - ...• .； .:、i__. ； • . ： . . . . r- --. 

a different decision, that decision would only become effective in relation to 1968, 
• "： , • ： ‘ " ' '• .... • ..." • • • ： . • . … . . ，. . ..... ... 

Tne Board could, if it so wished, adopt the draft resolution in document EB58/9 with 
. • • _ 1 - __ • • • • ••• • . • . . . . . . 

the addition of a paragraph stating that tne matter would be reconsidered at the 
,； l - \ •"：••. i , V ' •:. • •••：；>'• ... • ••. ’ .•-.-；•： ....-••. .. ...•..• ••. .-•.、,...：,.,... 

Board's thirty-ninth session. Any decision taken by the General Assembly of the 

United Nations could be taken into account at that time, 
- • .:-Л+.‘•-.;‘••.•.-•：. .. - .. . • • . • - . . .、 .• • •• ‘ ...、％••.•.-..,.'•• . -. > ., .•. 

• - •�- • •• • • • -. - • • • • . . -л..... - • • 
Tne CHAIRMAN said that there were tnree proposals before tne Board: to adopt 

---.• • . •、“ •+,••-• • . ..'〉... î , ... л . . . . , “ ‘ . • . - . • • 
• • • • +• ‘ '. ч • .... ,‘‘ : ... ‘‘‘‘‘ ‘ ‘ 

tne draft resolution contained in document EB)8/9, to postpone consideration of tne 

whole question until tne Board's thirty-ninth session, and to act on the draft 

resolution at the present session, adding a paragrapn calling for a reconsideration 

of the question at the tnirty-ninth session on tne basis of additional information 

obtained in the interval. 
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Dr VENEDIKTOV said he would prefer to have the texts of tne different proposals 

in writing; it would be \mwise to take a hasty decision. The wnole question 

required further study• The Assistant Director-General nad referred to 

administrative difficulties, but if those difficulties were mainly connected with 

an increase in. paper work, he could only say that in the present instance, an 

increase of paper work would be worth wnile. Moreover, tne views of other 

countries snould. be obtained. His Government was very interested in the question • 

and would be ready to discuss it tnoroughly at any time, 

Dr RAO said that resolutions EB28,R28 and EB)1,R11 were inconsistent with the 

resolution adopted by the Second World Health Assembly (WHA2-58); operative paragraph 2 

of resolution EB51#H11 contained a pious nope which, instead of being fulfilled, 

nad been abused and had become a millstone round the necks of India and the 

United Arab Republic• If the figures quoted by the Assistant Director-General 

were circulated to members of the Board and all other facts wère made available to 

tnem, it might be possible to come to a proper decisión* 』 

Dr AZURIN asked if the financial difficulties arising from the arrangements 

laid down in resolution EB)1»R11 were such tnat a decision from the Board was 

required immediately or whether it would be possible to postpone taking a decision 

for another year, 

Mr SIEGEL said tñat at least two countries, host countries for regional offices, 

were experiencing financial difficulties as a result of the arrangements laid down in 

resolution EB31.R11# Those countries no longer benefited from the receipt of foreign 
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excnange because two major contributors had cnosen to pay part of their contributions 

in local currencies• If a decision were postponed, those two countries would be 

in a disadvantageous position for another year. The only new factor was tne 

decision taken by tne Nineteentn World Health Assembly to create the Revolving Fund 

for Teaching and Laboratory Equipment; India and tne United Arab Republic might 

not have the same privileges in utilizing the Fund if the system continued for 

another year, 

Dr ALAN asked if tne Organization would have difficulties if the system were 

allowed to continue• 

Mr SIEGEL said tnat the Organization had experienced no serious difficulties in 

operating under the present arrangements• If, however, tne system were liberalized, 

it would encounter serious difficulties. The two countries concerned had drawn 

tne Direсtor-General
1

s attention to tne difficulties they were encountering； it 

was clear that they were not benefiting from the system to tne same extent as 

otner countries• Tne reason why tne nost countries of other regional offices had 

not encountered difficulties was that few, if any, contributors nad cnosen to 

contribute in the local currencies. Congo (Brazzaville) would feel the impact if 

an increasing number of countries paid their contributions in CFA francs. 

The CHAIRMAN requested the Rapporteurs to draft texts for tne different proposals 

that had been made, for consideration by tne Board at its next meeting. 

The meeting rose at 12•斗0 


