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PER DIEM RATES FOR MEMBERS OF THE

Report by the Director-General

21. The Fourteenth World Health Assembly in 1961 adopted resolution WHA14.5 the operative 
part of which reads as follows:

"(1) members of the Executive Board shall be paid a per diem allowance at the rate of 
$ 23 while attending meetings in Geneva, $ 30 while attending meetings in New York, and 
while attending meetings elsewhere at a rate to be fixed by the Executive Board and not 
to exceed the equivalent of $ 23.

''(2) the applicable per diem allowance shall be paid to members of the Executive Board 
during periods of necessary travel to and from the place of meeting and attendance at the 
place of the meeting except that such allowance shall be reduced to $ 10 for each full 
day (midnight to midnight) when travelling by sea."

32. The Director-General reported to the Twenty-first World Health Assembly on this matter. 
The Health Assembly by resolution WHA21.8^ decided "that an increase in the per diem rate is 
not necessary at this time".

3. The Secretary-General of the United Nations submitted a report^ to the Twenty-third 
session of the General Assembly on the System of Travel and Subsistence Allowances to Members 
of Organs and Subsidiary Organs of the United Nations.

4. In his report the Secretary-General pointed out that the rate of subsistence allowance 
remained at the level fixed in 1960 by General Assembly Resolution 1588 (XV) namely $ 30 per 
day at New York; the equivalent in Swiss francs of $ 23 per day at Geneva; and a rate to be 
fixed by the Secretary-General (but not to exceed the equivalent in local currency of $ 23 per 
day) at other places. The Secretary-General had a review made of the prevailing rates 
charged by good hotels used by members, as well as of meal prices at selected restaurants in 
New York and Geneva. Based on these rates an average minimum and maximum per diem allowance 
was arrived at, which was 40 per cent, and 50 per cent, respectively above the per diem rates 
applicable to officials of the Secretariat in New York and Geneva.

5. The Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions considered the report of 
the Secretary-General and in their Eighth Report® to the General Assembly suggested that the 
General Assembly may wish to equate the per diem rates for the members concerned to the 
standard rates established for the officials of the Secretariat plus 40 per cent.
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6. The General Assembly of the United Nations by resolution 2491 (XXIII) decided that the 
daily subsistence allowance payable to members would be "while attending meetings away from 
their normal place of residence or duty station, at rates equivalent to the standard travel 
subsistence allowance rates for officials of the Secretariat plus 40 per cent, rounded to the 
nearest United States dollar; . .

7. The Governing Body of ILO adopted^ the same rates as those adopted by the United Nations 
and decided to maintain the differential of $ 3 for the members of the Governing Body over the 
rates applicable to committee members which has been operative in the past.

8. The Director-General believes that in view of the general increase in costs since 1961 
and in the interests of the common system, the per diem rate for members of the Executive 
Board should be revised in a way similar to that already decided by the General Assembly of 
the United Nations and the Governing Body of ILO. He also believes that the differential of 
$ 3 should be maintained in the per diem rate for members of the Executive Board. On this 
basis the per diem for Geneva would be $ 27 which is the standard rate of $ 17 for officials 
of the Secretariat plus 40 per cent. ($ 6.80 rounded to $ 7) plus the differential of $ 3.

9. Under Rule 13 of the Rules of Procedure of the Health Assembly, the Director-General is 
required to report to the Health Assembly on the financial implications of all agenda items 
submitted to it. The budgetary implications for the short 1969 summer session of the Board 
are relatively minor ($ 360) and can be accommodated within the approved 1969 estimates for 
the Executive Board. The additional estimated costs would be $ 2900 for 1970 calculated for 
twenty-four members of the Board. The Director-General will take this requirement into 
account in his report to the Health Assembly pursuant to paragraph 2 of resolution EB43.R16.

10. Should the World Health Assembly agree with the above recommendation it may wish to adopt 
a resolution along the following lines:

"The Twenty-second World Health Assembly,
Considering that the per diem rate for members of the Executive Board was 

established in February 1961 and that costs have increased considerably since that date,

DECIDES

(1) that members of the Executive Board shall be paid a per diem rate equivalent 
to the standard travel subsistence allowance rates for officials of the Secretariat 
plus 40 per cent, (rounded to the nearest dollar) plus US$ 3;

(2) that the applicable per diem rate shall be paid to members of the Executive 
Board during periods of necessary travel to and from the place of meeting and 
attendance at the place of the meeting, except that such allowance shall be reduced 
to $ 10 for each full day (midnight to midnight) when travelling by sea."
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