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ARRANGEMENTS FOR TECHNICAL DISCUSSIONS AT THE 
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I. SUBJECT

In accordance with resolution WHAIO.33^ of the Tenth World Health Assembly the 
Executive Board at its thirty-eighth session decided, by resolution EB38.R11 that the 
subject to be discussed during the Twenty-first Assembly would be "National and Global 
Surveillance of Communicable Diseases".

II. GENERAL CHAIRMAN

The General Chairman of the Technical Discussions will be Dr A. 0„ Lucas, Professor 
of Preventive and Social Medicine, University of Ibadan, Nigeria, nominated by the 
President of the Twentieth Assembly and appointed by the Executive Board (resolution 
EB40.R12).2

III. PREPARATORY WORK FOR THE TECHNICAL DISCUSSIONS

During 1967, a preliminary document in the form of a suggested outline for use by 
countries in discussing the subject was prepared and forwarded by the Director-General to 
Members and Associate Members (C.L.30.1967 dated 21 August 1967). The letter was also 
sent to non-governmental organizations in official relations with WHO, The contributions 
from governments and non-governmental organizations which had been received by 21 March 1968 
were used in the preparation of a "background document" (A21/Technical Discussions/1).
The background document was sent in April 1968 to Member States, Associate Members and to 
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations in official relations with WHO, This 
document is designed to serve as a basis for group discussions at the Technical Discussions 
during the Twenty-first World Health Assembly.

Dr Alexander D. Langmuir, Chief, Epidemiology Branch, Communicable Disease Centre, 
Atlanta, Georgia, United States of America, was the consultant for the preparation of 
the above-mentioned document.

IV. PROPOSED PROGRAMME OF WORK

As has already been announced in the preliminary number of the Journal of the Assembly, 
sent to Members on 1 April 1968, it is proposed, subject to the approval of the Assembly, 
that the Technical Discussions take place on Friday, 10 May and Saturday morning, 11 May, 
the closing plenary session to be held at the end of the second week or during the third 
week at a date to be fixed by the General Committee of the Assembly,

 ̂Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 9th ed., p. 253.
2 Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 9th ed., p. 254.
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The programme of 

Friday, 10 May 1968

9.00 - 10.00 

Room XII

10.00 - 12.30

14.00 - 17.30 

Saturday, 11 May 1968

10.00 - 12.30

work for Friday and Saturday 10 and 11 May, would be as follows:

OPENING PLENARY MEETING

1. Opening of the meeting by the General Chairman

2. Separation into discussion groups

3. Coffee break

First session of discussion groups
(Please note: the various discussion groups will meet at the 
same time in meeting rooms as designated below. Although it 
is not possible to provide all groups with interpretation, 
every effort will be made to reduce to a minimum the problems 
raised by this question. An appropriate assignment of 
delegates to the various groups, primarily according to their 
linguistic abilities (see under Registration below) will 
probably help to solve this problem.)

Group 1 : Room XVI

Group 2: Room XII

Group 3 : Room XI

Group 4: Room XIV

Group 5 : Room H3

Group 6 : Room F3

Simultaneous interpretation from and into 
English, French, Russian and Spanish

Simultaneous interpretation from and into 
English, French and Russian

Simultaneous interpretation from and into 
English, French and Spanish

Simultaneous interpretation from and into 
English and French

Simultaneous interpretation from and into 
English and French

Simultaneous interpretation from and into 
English and French

Group 7: Room X French. No interpretation.

Group 8: Room A.662 English. No interpretation. 

Continuation of discussion groups

Joint session of the groups

Room XII
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V. REGISTRATION

Those delegates, alternates or advisers, as well as representatives of invited organi
zations, wishing to take part in the Technical Discussions are invited to complete the 
attached registration form, which should be handed in at the office for Technical Discussions, 
A.271, telephone no. 4279, or at the Inquiry Office in the hall between doors 13 and 15, 
before 2.00 p.m. on Tuesday, 7 May. Additional registration forms will be available at both 
places.

For the reasons mentioned in Section IV above, the working languages will play an 
important role in the constitution of the various discussion groups. Therefore, it would 
be highly appreciated if delegates and representatives of invited organizations would pay 
particular attention to the questions concerning use of working languages mentioned in the 
registration form attached.

In assigning participants to groups, an endeavour will be made to represent a variety 
of backgrounds in each group, and thus promote discussion and exchange of views on as broad 
a basis as possible.

VI. LITERATURE

Copies of summary reports on discussions held in countries, transmitted to the Director- 
General by government health authorities may be consulted during the Health Assembly in 
Room A.273 on the second floor of the Palais des Nations. A collection of relevant WHO 
publications on national and global surveillance of communicable diseases will be displayed 
in the discussion rooms.

In addition, all publications listed in the bibliography contained in the background 
document may be consulted in the WHO Library, WHO building.

VII. INFORMATION

Further information can be obtained at the office for Technical Discussions, Room A.271, 
telephone Palais des Nations, extension 4279.

VIII. ITEMS FOR GENERAL DISCUSSION

The following items (A21/Technical Discussions/2, 23 April 1968) are suggested for the 
group discussions:

1. The nature of epidemiological surveillance

Definition; purpose; activities to be included in surveillance. (Chapter I, sections
2, 3 and 4, pages 5 and 6.)

2. The elements of surveillance

Which are the elements of surveillance that are of importance in your country?

How can the notification of diseases be improved? Simple notification form. Select 
sample of co-operative practitioners for reporting. Give more emphasis to public health 
in medical schools and post-graduate teacning institutions. Wide and quick distribution 
of available information.



Is it possible and worthwhile to keep records of the utilization of biologic products 
and drugs in a surveillance programme? (Chapter II, section 1, pages 7-11.)

3. Organization of epidemiological surveillance

How can surveillance activities be adjusted to suit various levels of socio-economic 
development? What are the essential facilities needed? The role and importance of a 
"Central Evaluating Unit". (Chapter II, section 2, page 12.)

4. Dissemination of information

What kind of surveillance reports are useful, and how often should they be issued?
How wide a distribution would you like to give them? What is the role of the press, radio 
and TV in dissemination of surveillance information? (Chapter II, section 3, pages 13 and 
14.)

5. International surveillance

Which diseases would you recommend to be included in a bilateral or multilateral arrange
ment between neighbouring countries in different regions of the world?

Which diseases should be brought under surveillance on a global basis? (Chapter IV, 
page 16. )

6. The role of WHO in surveillance

How can WHO help in strengthening national epidemiological surveillance? International 
surveillance?

How can WHO help to improve international dissemination of surveillance information?

WHO's role in epidemiological emergencies. (Chapter V, pages 17 and 18.)
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TWENTY-FIRST WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY VINGT-ET-UNIEME ASSEMBLEE MONDIALE DE LA SANTE

Technical Discussions on national 
and global surveillance of 
communicable diseases

Discussions techniques sur la surveillance 
nationale et mondiale des maladies 
transmissibles

REGISTRATION FORM - FORMULE D'INSCRIPTION

I wish to participate in the Technical Discussions:
Je désire prendre part aux Discussions techniques:

Family name (surname) First name Professor, Dr, Mr, Mrs, Miss
Nom de famille Prénom usuel Professeur, Dr, M,, Mme, Mlle

(underline the name(s) by which you are commonly addressed)
(souligner le(s) nom(s) par le(s)quel(s) vous êtes habituellement désigné)

Member of delegation of (country): 
Membre de la délégation de (pays):

or/ou

Representative of (organization): 
Représentant de (organisation):

Language preference: 
Langues préférées: 1st choice 

1er choix
2nd choice 
2ème choix

English/Anglais

French/Français

Spanish/Espagnol

Russian/Russe

Please return this form to the Inquiries Office in the hall between doors 13 and 15, 
or the office for Technical Discussions, Room A.271 before Wednesday, 8 May 1968, at 2 p.m.

Veuillez retourner cette formule soit au Bureau de Renseignements (dans le hall entre 
les portes 13 et 15) soit au Bureau des Discussions techniques (Bureau A.271) avant le 
mercredi, 8 mai 1968, à 14.00 heures.

The lists of all discussion groups will be posted on the information board outside 
room XII after 2 p.m. on Thursday, 9 May 1968.

Les listes des groupes de discussions seront affichées devant la salle XII à partir 
de 14.00 heures, jeudi, le 9 mai 1968.


