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It is indeed a privilege for me to attend this meeting on behalf of the International Planned Parenthood 
Federation (IPPF),s East and Southeast Asia and Oceania Region. 

IPPF is a global network of 152 community-based Member Associations around the world. We 
provide and advocate for sexual and reproductive health and rights including family planning. 

We wish to voice our concern on the slow progress of the United Nation's Millenium Development 
GoalS: Improve Maternal Health. This calls for a) reducing by three quarters the maternal mortality 
ratio, and b) achieving universal access to reproductive health. These goals are still far from 
realization. 

Amidst the new and emerging threats to our health, from communicable diseases to chronic lifestyle
related conditions, the "old" problems of pregnancy-related risks tend to be forgotten. In 2005, more 
than 500,000 women died during pregnancy, at childbirth or in the six weeks after delivery!. At the 
global level, maternal mortality decreased by less than 1 percent per year between 1990 and 2005 -
far below the 5.5 percent annual improvement needed to reach the target by 2015 1

• Denial and 
complacency blind us to the fact that poor antenatal and postnatal care, lack of skilled birth 
attendance, and the prevalence of unsafe abortion are major causes of death for young women in the 
developing world. Violence against women, forced early marriage and denial of their sexual and 
reproductive rights continue to rob women of their rightful place. 

When women have the means to choose the number and spacing of their children they will generally 
choose more for their children, not more children. This ability to exercise this most basic human right 
is vital for individual health and well-being, sustainable families and communities and a sustainable 
planet2• Total fertility has declined substantially in several countries in this region, yet adolescent 
fertility has fallen little and remains over 60 births per 1000 women in Southeast Asia I. The needs of 
some 200 million women and the needs of the world's largest generation of young people are still 
unmet. 

1 The Millenium Development Goals Report 2008, United Nations 
2 IPPF Oral Statement to the 42nd session of the Commission on Population and Development, United Nations, 
30 March-3 Apri12009. 



We need to ensure that all countries and populations have in place: 

• A comprehensive approach to reproductive health including family planning. 

• Services which respect every person's right to make informed choices. 

• Comprehensive sexuality education and youth-friendly services. 

• Access to a wide range of contraceptive methods including condoms, which can prevent 
unplanned pregnancy and sexually transmitted infections (STls), including HIV and AIDS. 

Our highest priority must be to invest in young people, their health, well-being and development, their 
knowledge and rights, including their sexual and reproductive rights. That investment can transform 
the world. That investment will be our legacy. 


