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On behalf of the International Council of Nurses (ICN), thank you for the opportunity to speak on this 
important subject. ICN is a federation of national nurses associations (NNAs) in 133 countries. Its 
mandate is to improve standards of nursing practice, education, management and research and to 
strengthen the contribution of nurses to health systems at all levels. 

The International Council of Nurses applauds the WHO Regional Office for its initiatives to tackle the 
heavy burden of the HIV I AIDS epidemic, particularly by delivering antitretroviral therapy. Nurses 
are fundamental to this initiative and to ensuring a continuum of care and treatment in HIV/AIDS 
including sexually transmitted infections. 

Mr. Chairman, the Regional Office's initiatives to prevent transmission ofHIV including sexually 
transmitted infections and to provide comprehensive care and treatment requires investment to 
develop the knowledge, competencies and capacity of the nursing workforce. ICN is aware that 
knowledge about prevention and treatment ofHIV is constantly changing and the nursing profession 
needs continuous support to keep abreast of latest approaches. 

Nurses around the world including those in the WPRO region are developing innovative and 
expanded roles and prescriptive authority is one aspect of these advances in the nursing profession. 
ICN believes that the growing need to increase access to medication to deal with major health 
challenges such as HIV can be addressed by nurses prescribing of essential medicines. There is a 
great need to scale up the management and delivery of antiretroviral drugs and nurses are in a prime 
position to deliver this. It is important that educational and regulatory systems are also established to 
support nurse prescribing. We call on governments to review their nursing scope of practice and 
empower nurses with prescriptive authority. 

HIV and TB co-infections are adding to the burden of disease and suffering. Among people living 
with HIV tuberculosis is the leading cause of death and it is a major problem in the Western Pacific 
Region. ICN in partnership with our member organisations and HIV and TB national programmes is 
providing training programmes for nurses in TB high-burden countries in the region including the 
Philippines and China. The ICN TBIMDR-TB project aims to step up efforts to curb the growing 
numbers ofTB-HIV co-infections and deaths among patients co-infected with these diseases. 
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In conclusion lCN takes this opportunity to assure you of its continued commitment to partnership 
with WHO and to strengthening nursing's capacity to combat the HIV pandemic and to provide 
compassionate care. 


