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The Seventh World Health Assembly, in resolution ША7.6, decided that the 

Director-General, upon receipt of the appropriate expert advice, should take decisions 

as to the classification of substances under certain international agreements, and 

that he should inform the Executive Board of all such decisions. 

The Director-General accordingly has the honour to inform the Board that, after 
2 

having received advice from the Expert Committee on Dependence-Producing Drugs, 

he has forwarded to the Secretary-General of the United Nations : 

(1) pursuant to Article 1 of the Protocol of 19 November 19斗8 bringing under 

international control drugs outside the scope of the Convention of 15 July 1931 

for Limiting the Manufacture and Regulating the Distribution of Narcotic Drugs, 

as amended by the Protocol signed at Lake Success on 11 December 1 9 ^ , and to 

Article 3 of the Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs 196l, one notification 
3 

each, both of them concerning the drug piritramide; and 

(2) pursuant to Article 8 of the International Opium Convention signed at 

Geneva on 19 February 1925 as amended by the Protocol signed at Lake Success on 

11 December 19斗6， and to Article 3 of the Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs, 

1961，one notification each, both of them concerning preparations containing 
3 

the drug diphenoxylate. 

1

 Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 8th ed., p. 2), resolution WHA7.6. 

2 
Fourteenth Report, Expert Committee on Dependence-Producing Drugs, Section 1 

published as Wld Hlth Org, techru Rep. S e r” 1965^ 

3 
Proposed international non-proprietary name; for chemical formula, see 

Fourteenth Report, Expert Committee on Dependence-Producing Drugs published as 
Wld Hlth Org> techn. Rep, S e r” 19б5, 512. 
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S ingle Convention on Narcotic Drugs, 19б1 

Report by the Director-General 

1. As requested in resolution ША.18.46 on the Single Convention on Narcotic 

Drugs, I96I， the Director-General has consulted with the Secretary-General of the 

United Nations and the Presidents of the Permanent Cerrbral Narcotics Board and Drug 

Supervisory Body on the desirability of amending the Single Convention in order to 

secure that the quickest possible effect is given to the re сommendati ons made by WHO, 

under the terms of Article 3 of that Convention, on the international control of drugs. 

2 . The Permanent Central Narcotics Board and the Drug Supervisory Body stated in 

their response that they shared WHO
f

s concern regarding the possibility of delays in 

placing drugs under control and that they hoped that the Commission on Narcotic Drugs 

of the Economic and Social Council would find a generally acceptable solution which 

would reduce that danger to a minimum• 

3 . The Commission on Narcotic Drugs discussed the matter at its twentieth session 

(29 November - 21 December 1965)• It was of the opinion that it was untimely to 

consider amendments to the I96I Convention when it had so recently come into force• 

It realized that tîiê 1961 Convention was the result of compromises on a number of 

questions， Article 5 being one such compromis?^ and considered that the possibility 

of meeting WHO'S request in some other way should be explored. The Commission 

agreed, however, that no time should be lost in making a decision on WHO'S 

recommendations and unanimously adopted the following resolution: 

Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 8tb ed., p. 24. 
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The Commission on Narcotic Drugs 

Considering the importance of ensur-ing that new narcotic substances are 
brought under control as quickly as possible, 

Sharing the concern of the World Health Assembly (resolution WHA18•斗6) 
about the dangers to public health wh5.ch may arise if the control of such 
substances is delayed, 

Taking into account the provisions of the Single Convention on Narcotic 
Drugs ̂  1961, under which decisions on the control of narcotic substances are 
taken by the Commission 011 Narcotic Drugs, 

Considering also that the Commission on Narcotic Drugs meets not more 
than once a year, 

Believing that steps can be taken under the present terms of the S ingle 
Convention to speed up the process of placing nsw substances under control, 

1。 Resolves that if a recommendation is made by the World Health Organization 
for the control of a nevi narcotic substance, and the Commission is not, or will 
not within a period of three months be, in session, a decision should be taken 
by the Commission before its next session, and 

2 . Requests the Secretary'-General, for that purpose, to arrange in these 
exceptional с ir cams tance s for a decision of the Commission to be taken by a 
vote of the members of the Commission by mail or telegram, and for a report 
to be made to the Commission at its next session." 

4. The Commission noted that it would be open to each member of the Commission, when 

consulted by the S e с re tary-Gene ral by correspondence ̂  to indicate agreement or dis-

agreement with the WHO re с отшэ ndati ons or to propose that a decision should be deferred 

pending further discussion at the next session of the Commission. To avoid delays, 

the Secretariat should set a reasonable time limit for the receipt of replies. The 

Commission considered that a decision made by it under this resolution would be in 

accordance with its rules of procedure and would be communicated by the Secretary-

General, in accordance with Article paragraph 7，of the 1961 Convention/ to al]. 

States Members of the United Nations, to non-member States Parties to this Convention, 

to the World Health Organization and to the Permanent Central Narcotics Board. 

5. The Commission felt that the working of the procedure could be reviewed from time 

to time, but the resolution seemed likely to eliminate undesirable delays pending any 

amendment of the Convention• 
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Control Measures for Certain Dependence-Producing Drugs 

Report by the. Director-General 

1. At its eighteenth session, the World Health Assembly"^" had noted., with great con-

cern the Increasing frequency of abuse of sedatives and stimulants not classified 

internationally as narcotic drugs and, hence^ not subject to international control. 

The Assembly requested, therefore, the Director-General to study the advisability 

and feasibility of international measures for control of such drugs. 
• ' ' '- ." - •> . ' . “ .... •• . , ： . • • • {• V •' . s" .. . • • •• • . • - ‘ : ‘ . : . . . . “ • 

2 

2. Consequently, the Expert Committee on Dependence-Producing Drugs, which had 

repeatedly emphasized the need for better national controls of sedatives and stimu-

lants, now recommended the following measures in order to improve the situation： 

(a) availability on medical prescription only, as repeatedly recommended in* 

earlier reports; 

(b 

(c 

(d 

Ce 

(f 

full accounting of all transactions from production to retail distribution 

licensing of all producers; 

limitation of trade to authorized persons; 

prohibition of non-authorized possession; -

establishment of an import-export authorization system• 

The Expert Committee went on to state that v/hile the last recommendation might 

seem to envisage a control similar to that applicable to narcotics, it did not, in 

fact, do so because no reporting to and accounting by, an international agency was 

contemplated. Nevertheless, national measures must be seriously impeded if there 

were no control of flew of the materials into and out of the country. 

1 Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions， 8th e d” p. 22, resolution WHA18.47. 

2 
Fourteenth Report, Expert Committee on Dependence-Producing Drugs, section J, 

published as Wld Hlth Org, techn. Rep. Ser” 1965, 512. 
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These recommendations were brought to the attention of the Commission on Narcotic 

Drugs of the Economic and Social Council since this Commission had for many years 

taken interest in the abuse of the drugs in question and adopted several resolutions 

inviting governments to take appropriate control measures. 

Statements made at the twentieth session (29 November 一 21 December 1965) of the 

Narcotics Commission Illustrated both the complexity of the problem and the varying 

degrees of concern felt in different countries. They also showed some difference of 

opinion as regards the extent of the measures that ought to be taken by the Commission 

which had been unable so far to discuss the problem with the thoroughness that it 

required, though it had appeared on the agenda for several years, and resolutions on 

the subject had been adopted. 

5. The Narcotics Commission, in considering the recommendations of the Expert 

Committee in relation to resolution WHA18•斗7， together with its own former resolutions 

on this subject, found it impossible in the time available to give the matter the 

attention it deserves
#
 As the twenty-first session was expected to be even shorter, 

the Commission regretted that it would not be able to do justice to the matter even 

at that time• The Commission considered that a careful and detailed consideration 

should be given to this matter with a view to evolving the control and other measures 

required for these substances, and recommended that, subject to the approval of the 

Council, a meeting be convened before the twenty-first session of a Committee of the 

Commission, and that the World Health Organization and the Permanent Central Narcotics 

Board should participate in the work of this Committee. 

6. Since the above meeting is expected to take place in the second half of I966, 

the Director-General will report on further developments to the Executive Board at its 

thirty-ninth session. 


