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In the course of its fourteenth, fifteenth and sixteenth meetings held on 21 May 1968, 
the Committee on Programme and Budget decided to recommend to the Twenty-first World Health 
Assembly the adoption of the attached resolutions.



-  2 -

STUDY OF THE CRITERIA FOR ASSESSING THE 
EQUIVALENCE OF MEDICAL DEGREES IN DIFFERENT COUNTRIES

The Twenty-first World Health Assembly,

Noting the information on existing legislation on medical qualifications and the 
practice of medicine in forty countries or territories;

Noting the information on the number of years of education required for obtaining a 
medical degree and a licence in different countries;

Noting further the compilation of degrees and diplomas corresponding to additional 
qualifications in special fields referred to in the legislation of twenty-seven countries:

Noting that the Regional Committee for Africa at its seventeenth session adopted a 
resolution relating to the problem of uniformity of standards in recruitment and training of 
candidates in the medical and para-medical professions:1

Agreeing with the need to differentiate between:

(a) the legal aspect of the right to practise medicine in different countries; 
and

(b) the comparability of standards of professional competence resulting from 
different systems of medical education;

Reaffirming the importance of promoting exchanges between countries for post-graduate 
training and experience provided that doctors from developing countries are encouraged to 
return to those countries where their skills are most required'

Welcoming the decision to convene an advisory group to consider what further steps are 
desirable in studying the equivalence of medical degrees,

1. THANKS the Director-General for the report of his study of the criteria for assessing
Оthe equivalence of medical degrees in different countries;

2. INVITES the Director-General to consider holding the first meeting of the advisory 
group when the report is available of the UNESCO Committee Meeting on the "International 
comparability and equivalence of secondary school certificates, diplomas and university 
degrees” ;

1 Resolution AFR/RC17/R4.
 ̂Document A21/P&B/11 and Corr.l.
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3. REQUESTS the Director-General:

(a) to study those factors in medical education which promote or hinder the 
capacity of newly qualified doctors to adapt their medical skills to the needs 
of different countries and situations;

(b) to consider what steps should be taken by employing authorities to familiarize 
with local needs medical personnel trained in other countries: and

(c) to promote further study to develop methods of assessing the comparability of 
different programmes of medical education.

4. REQUESTS the Director-General to report to the Twentv-second World Health Assembly,
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COMMUNITY WATER SUPPLY PROGRAMME

The Twenty-first World Health Assembly,

Having considered the progress report of the Director-General on the community water 
supply programme;1

Noting that the rate of progress in the global effort to improve community water supplies 
while substantial is still not commensurate with the increasing demand for more and better 
quality water for healthful living consequent to the natural growth of population and the 
continuing urbanization processes in developing countries ;

Noting with satisfaction that the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development, 
International Development Association, Inter-American Development Bank and bilateral assistance 
programmes recognize community water supply as a field of investment contributing to social 
and economic development ;

Recognizing the valuable contribution to the solution of rural water supply problems 
made possible by the co-ordinated efforts of the World Health Organization, Member States, 
and the United Nations Children's Fund;

Re-affirming the recommendations to Member States included in resolution WHA19.50,

1, NOTES with appreciation the report of the Director-General and endorses the general 
principles and programme therein ;

2. RECOMMENDS to Member States :

(1) 
to :

that in carrying out their health protection role due attention be given inter alia

(a) the stimulation and promotion of safe community water supplies to all people;

(b) the establishment of national standards for drinking-water quality ;

(c) the supervision of the sanitary design of water systems and their operation
as well as continuing surveillance of water quality;

(d) the provision of qualified personnel to carry out these functions;

Document A21/P&B/10 Rev.l and Corr.l.
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(2) that they intensify efforts to strengthen national urban and rural community water 
supply programmes and to include provision for these programmes in national economic and 
development plans ;

(3) that they continue to seek support for projects to improve community water supplies under 
the Technical Assistance and Special Fund components of the United Nations Development 
Programme.

3. DRAWS the attention of the Regional Banks for Asia and for Africa to the needs of 
Member States for long-term low interest loans for improved community water supplies.

4. REQUESTS the Director-General:

(1) to provide for continuing leadership in community water supply by intensifying programme 
activities as presented in his report in co-operation with international and other agencies ;

(2) to give all possible support and assistance to Member States in connexion with their 
rural water supply programmes, maintaining close co-operation with UNICEF and other relevant 
agencies for that purpose;

(3) to report on the progress of the programme to the Twenty-third World Health Assembly.
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QUALITY CONTROL OF DRUGS

The Twenty-first World Health Assembly,

Recalling resolution WHA20.34;1

Having noted resolution EB41.R28 of the Executive Board

Having considered the report of the Director-General3 on the quality control of drugs;

Noting with satisfaction that progress has been made in the establishment of principles 
for good manufacturing practice;

Considering the further action as outlined in the Director-General's report with 
particular reference to the suggestions concerning the principles which might be included in 
regulations and recommendations,

REQUESTS the Director-General:

(i) to report to the Twenty-second World Health Assembly on the final formulation of 
generally acceptable requirements for good manufacturing practice in the production and 
quality control of drugs;

(ii) to report to the Twenty-second World Health Assembly on the inclusion of a 
certification scheme on the quality of pharmaceutical products in international commerce 
and the requirements for good manufacturing practice in regulations and recommendations 
respectively; and

(iii) to continue assistance in the establishment or development of control laboratories 
on a national or preferably zonal or regional basis complying with the need of those 
countries which do not yet have the facilities necessary for this purpose.

Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 9th ed., pp. 114-115.
2 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org., 165, 16.
Document A21/P&B/13.
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DETAILED REVIEW OF THE OPERATING PROGRAMME

The Twenty-first World Health Assembly,

Having considered the annual report of the Director of Health of the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (1967);

Considering that the World Health Organization should continue to exert all possible 
efforts in providing effective health assistance to refugees and displaced persons in order 
to ensure their overall health protection and care;

Recalling that the Security Council in its resolution No. 237 (1967) of June 1967 has 
"called upon the Government of Israel to ensure the safety, welfare and security of the 
inhabitants of the areas where military operations had taken place and to facilitate the 
return of those inhabitants who had fled the areas since the outbreak of hostilities";

Recalling that the General Assembly of the United Nations in its resolution 2252 (ES-V) 
endorsed "the efforts of the Commissioner-General of UNRWA to provide humanitarian 
assistance, as far as practicable, on an emergency basis and as a temporary measure, to 
other persons in the area who are at present displaced and are in serious need of immediate 
assistance as a result of the recent hostilities",

1. CALLS upon Member States to do everything possible to facilitate the return of displaced 
persons in order to ameliorate their health conditions;

2. REQUESTS the Director-General of the World Health Organization to study the health 
conditions amongst displaced persons in the area and to report to the Twenty-second World 
Health Assembly; and

3. COMMENDS the Director of the Health Department of UNRWA and his staff for their 
valuable assistance provided to the refugees.


