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1. REVIEW OF THE FINANCIAL POSITION OF THE ORGANIZATION: Item 3.8 of the Agenda (Document
A21/AFL/18, A21/AFL/Conf.Doc. No. 4) (continued)

Mr SIEGEL, Assistant Director-General, Secretary, said that he should perhaps have made 
it clearer at the previous meeting that the Director-General considered that, as the chief 
technical and administrative officer of the Organization, he was competent to express the 
Organization's appreciation of those staff members who had completed twenty or more years 
service with WHO. The Director-General was not requesting the Health Assembly to approve an 
action he had already taken. Of course, the Assembly could, if it so wished, express its 
disapproval of the Director-General's action, but there did not seem to be any need to adopt 
a resolution noting the fact that the Director-General had discharged what he considered to 
be his responsibility. As to the statement made by the representative of the Executive 
Board at the previous meeting, it was normal practice in many national administrations 
publicly to pay tribute to persons who had rendered long and faithful service. In that 
connexion, it should be noted that the Assembly had already paid tribute, in the operative 
paragraph 3 of resolution WHA21.1, to the members of the Technical Preparatory Committee, 
the Interim Commission, the Health Assembly, the Executive Board, the Regional Committees, 
collaborating experts and members of the Secretariat. Unless, therefore, delegates wished 
to criticize the Director-General for having fulfilled what he regarded as his functions, 
there seemed no need for a further resolution on the subject.

The Director-General would examine the suggestions made in operative paragraphs 4 and 5 
of the draft resolution submitted by the delegation of Liberia. Finally, it should be noted 
that there seemed to be little relationship between the subject under discussion and the 
question of the geographical distribution of the staff.

Dr TOGBA (Liberia) said that in view of the Secretary's explanations and of the fact 
that it had no wish to express disapproval of the Director-General’s action, his delegation 
would withdraw the draft resolution it had submitted.

Dr de CONINCK (Belgium) pointed out that not all administrations acknowledged long and 
faithful service. The delegation of Liberia was to be congratulated on having facilitated 
the Committee's task by withdrawing its draft resolution. The words "suitable testimonial" 
in operative paragraph 4 of that draft had, in particular, been a cause for concern to his 
delegation. As the members of the Secretariat had suggested, decisions on such matters as 
the one under discussion should be taken by the Director-General. Care should be exercized, 
too, in discussing the suggestion, made at the previous meeting, that testimonials be given 
to delegates who had held office during the current Assembly; it would be difficult to 
determine where such action should begin and where it should end.

Dr MAHFUZ ALI (Pakistan), referring to the question, raised at the previous meeting, 
of training programmes for national health administrators, asked whether special arrangements 
could be made to run courses for groups of health administrators.

The CHAIRMAN said that the Secretariat would welcome any suggestions delegations wished 
to make on the subject of training courses.

Dr CAYLA (France) recalled that he had supported the idea, contained in the draft 
resolution submitted by the delegation of Liberia, that the services of the staff of WHO 
should be publicly acknowledged. He proposed, therefore, that the Committee should adopt 
the following revised version of that draft resolution:

The Twenty-first World Health Assembly,
Noting with satisfaction that a number of staff members have been serving the

Organization for many years,
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EXTENDS its congratulations, and expresses its appreciation, to these staff
members for their long and faithful service in the cause of world health.

That text, which in no way conflicted with the text of resolution WHA21.1, would enable the 
members of the Committee to reaffirm their appreciation of the staff's work.

Dr TOGBA (Liberia) and Dr de CONINCK (Belgium) said that their delegations wished to 
co-sponsor that draft resolution.

Dr VENEDIKTOV, representative of the Executive Board, said that he could not speak for 
the Executive Board, since it had not discussed the matter. However, the proposed resolution 
on appreciation of staff members’ services did have a bearing, in certain respects, on previous 
resolutions passed by the Board.

At the previous meeting he had made a suggestion concerning an expression of appreciation 
to expert committee members and others, but had since realized that that had already been 
accomplished by the adoption of resolution WHA21.1.

Dr BOERI (Monaco), Rapporteur, at the request of the delegate of the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics, read out the texts of operative paragraph 3 of resolution WHA21.1 and 
the draft resolution submitted by the delegations of .Belgium, France and Liberia.

Dr CAYLA (France) said that the two texts were not incompatible. In their draft 
resolution, however, the delegations of Belgium, France and Liberia singled out the WHO staff 
for special recognition. That had not been done in resolution WHA21.1 and he hoped, there
fore, that the Committee would adopt the draft resolution under discussion.

Dr DOLGOR (Mongolia), noting that the Committee had already spent a considerable time 
discussing the matter, said that the idea expressed in the draft resolution proposed by the 
delegate of France was already included in resolution WHA21.1 and he therefore saw no reason 
to adopt a further resolution on the same subject.

Dr LISICYN (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) agreed with the delegate of Mongolia.
He supported the sentiments of the delegate of France, but did not see any real difference 
between the draft resolution and resolution WHA21.1. A second resolution would be justified 
only if it contained other elements - hence his suggestion at the previous meeting concerning 
a reference to equitable geographical representation of the staff. He was not opposed to 
the draft resolution, but saw no need for it - and the Committee had other important tasks 
to perform.

The CHAIRMAN said that the draft resolution was not incompatible with the resolution 
adopted by the Health Assembly; the only difference was that it emphasized the Assembly's 
appreciation of the staff for its long and faithful service to world health. There was no 
reason why the Committee should not adopt the draft resolution and close the matter.

Dr AUN YEOH (Singapore) strongly supported the comments of the delegate of Mongolia.
He appealed to the delegate of France to withdraw his draft resolution.

Mrs LEFEVRE DE WURZ (Panama) asked for her country to be added to the sponsors of the 
draft resolution. She did not think that an additional resolution would be redundant; 
expressions of appreciation were not a waste of time but a stimulus to work and an encourage
ment to staff carrying out a difficult task.

Dr HOOGWATER (Netherlands) agreed that the Committee had more important items on its 
agenda than the one under discussion. It was true, as the USSR delegate had said, that the 
two resolutions had something in common, but resolution WHA21.1 was in more general terms.
He saw no harm in repeating an expression of gratitude.



The CHAIRMAN invited the Committee to vote on the draft resolution sponsored by the 
delegates of France, Liberia, Belgium and Panama.

Decision : The draft resolution was approved by 60 votes to 1 with 5 abstentions.
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2. THIRD REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE TO THE COMMITTEE ON PROGRAMME AND BUDGET 
(Document A21/AFL/23)

Dr BOERI (Monaco), Rapporteur, read out the Appropriation Resolution on page 2 of the 
report (document A21/AFL/23), as follows:

The Twenty-first World Health Assembly

RESOLVED to appropriate for the financial year 1969 an amount of US$ 71 362 770 as 
follows :
A.
Appropriation

Section Purpose of Appropriation 

PART I: ORGANIZATIONAL MEETINGS

Amount
US$

1 World Health Assembly 451 500
2 Executive Board and its Committees 206 300
3 Regional Committees 128 300

Total - Part I 786 100
PART II: OPERATING PROGRAMME

4 Programme Activities
5 Regional Offices
6 Expert Committees

Total - Part II 55 488 693
PART III: ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES

7 Administrative Services 3 794 607
Total - Part III 3 794 607

PART IV: OTHER PURPOSES
8 Headquarters Building: Repayment of loans 578 400
9 Revolving Fund for Teaching and Laboratory Equipment 100 000

Total - Part IV 678 400
Effective Working Budget (Parts I, II, III and IV) 60 747 800

PART V: STAFF ASSESSMENT
1-0 Transfer to Tax Equalization Fund 6 674 000

Total - Part V 6 674 000
PART VI: RESERVE

11 Undistributed Reserve 3 940 970
Total - Part VI 3 940 970

Total - ALL PARTS 71 362 770
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B. Amounts not exceeding the appropriations voted under paragraph A shall be available 
for the payment of obligations incurred during the period 1 January to 31 December 1969, 
in accordance with the provisions of the Financial Regulations.

Notwithstanding the provisions of this paragraph, the Director-General shall limit 
the obligations to be incurred during the financial year 1969 to the effective working 
budget established by the World Health Assembly, i.e. Parts I, II, III and IV.

C. The appropriations voted under paragraph A shall be financed by contributions from 
Members after deduction of:

(i) reimbursement from the Technical Assistance component of
the United Nations Development Programme in the amount of US$ 1 231 670

(ii) assessments on new Members from previous years in the
amount of US$ 51 345

(iii) available by transfer from the cash portion of the
Assembly Suspense Account US$ 551 455

Total US$ 1 834 470

thus resulting in assessments against Members of US$ 69 528 300. In establishing the 
amounts of contributions to be paid by individual Members, their assessments shall be 
reduced further by the amount standing to their credit in the Tax Equalization Fund, 
except that the credits of those Members whose nationals, staff members of WHO, are 
required to pay taxes on their WHO emoluments shall be reduced by the estimated amounts 
of such tax reimbursements to be made by the Organization.

Decision: The draft third report of the Committee to the Committee on Programme and 
Budget was adopted.

3. WORKING CAPITAL FUND: ADVANCES TO MEET UNFORESEEN OR EXTRAORDINARY EXPENSES, AS
AUTHORIZED BY RESOLUTION WHA18.14: Item 3.9.1 of the Agenda (Document A21/AFL/10)

Mr SIEGEL, Assistant Director-General, Secretary, introduced the Director-General’s report 
in document A21/AFL/10. As indicated in paragraph 2, in order to meet the increase in General 
Service salaries in 1968, the Director-General had recommended, and the Executive Board had 
approved in resolution EB41.R13 (Official Records No. 165, page 10), the transfer of 
US$ 108 000 from the Working Capital Fund. As indicated in paragraph 3, at the end of April 
1968 savings from two sources - devaluation and savings from changes in documentation, 
explained at the previous meeting - had been identified amounting to US$ 51 200. Those 
savings could be used to reimburse the Working Capital Fund, leaving a balance to be reimbursed 
of $ 56 800. Subject to further savings that might accrue, the Director-General, as stated 
in paragraph 4, would include in the proposed programme and budget estimates for 1970 an amount 
not exceeding $ 56 800 to reimburse the Working Capital Fund.

Dr BOERI (Monaco), Rapporteur, read out the following draft resolution in paragraph 5 of 
the document:

The Twenty-first World Health Assembly
NOTES the report of the Director-General on the advances made to meet unforeseen 

or extraordinary expenses, presented in accordance with the requirements of 
resolution WHA18.14.

Decision: The draft resolution was approved.



4. WORKING CAPITAL FUND: ADVANCES MADE FOR THE PROVISION OF EMERGENCY SUPPLIES TO MEMBER
STATES, AS AUTHORIZED BY RESOLUTION WHA18.14: Item 3.9.2 of the Agenda (Document
A21/AFL/5)

Mr SIEGEL, Assistant Director-General, Secretary, introduced document A21/AFL/5, which 
contained the Director-General's report as required under resolution WHA18.14. It would be 
seen from paragraph 2 that the Director-General had authorized an advance of US$ 12 053 in 
1967 to provide emergency supplies of vaccines to the United Arab Republic, which had been 
repaid in 1968; and an advance of US$ 5288 in 1966 to provide emergency supplies of vaccines 
to Italy, which had been repaid in 1968.

Dr BOERI (Monaco), Rapporteur, read out the following draft resolution in paragraph 3 of 
the document :

The Twenty-first World Health Assembly
NOTES the report of the Director-General on the provision of emergency supplies to

Member States, presented in accordance with the requirements of resolution WHA18.14.

Decision: The draft resolution was approved.
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The meeting rose at 3.45 p.m.


