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Your Excellency the President of the Philippines, Mrs Corazon C. Aquino; Honourable 
Secretary of Health of the Philippines, Dr Alfredo Bengzon; Director-General of the World 
Health Organization, Dr Hiroshi Nakajima; Vice-Chairman of the thirty-ninth session of the 
Regional Committee Pengiran Data Yassin Momin; Honourable Ministers, Excellencies, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 

On behalf of the Regional Office for the Western Pacific of the World Health 
Organization, I thank the Government of the Republic of the Philippines, particularly Her 
Excellency, President Corazon C. Aquino, for their willingness to host the fortieth session of 
our Regional Committee. 

Today marks the fourth time in the history of the Western Pacific Regional Committee 
that the Philippines has been its host. President Aquino will be the third Philippine President 
to address the opening session, but this is the first time that the Committee has had the honour 
to assemble in this beautiful and historic Malacafian Palace. It is also my privilege to address 
you for the first time as Regional Director. For your hospitality in receiving us here I would 
like to express our special gratitude to you, Madam President. 

As host to the Regional Office for almost four decades, the Philippines has made many 
important contributions to the work of WHO. Particularly, it played a very special role in the 
eradication of smallpox and also in the study of cholera control. Our collaboration has been 
greatly enhanced during the last three and a half years under the current Secretary of Health, 
Dr Bengzon. In immunization, and in the five priority programmes ("the five impact 
programmes") of the health services much has already been achieved. I am confident that, in 
the years ahead, we, together with the Philippines and all the other Member States represented 
here today, will continue to work hand in hand to attain the highest possible standard of health 
for every human being in this Region. 

In this generous country with so much potential WHO has always been very well taken 
care of, and I'm sure we always will be. We have the privilege to feel at home here. Speaking 
for myself, as a resident of this country for the past twenty years - the major part of my 
professional life - I hope you will permit me to say, in the words of the song: "Ako)! isang Pinoy 
sa puso't diwa". I do feel, in my heart and soul, like a Filipino. 
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