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It is an honour for the World Federation of Acupuncture-Moxibustion Societies (WFAS) to 

send a representative for the first time to be present at the forty-ninth session of WHO Regional 

Committee for the Western Pacific Region. Firstly, I would like, on behalf of the World Federation of 

Acupuncture-Moxibustion Societies (WF AS) and in my own name, to e"'-.'press my congratulations to 

Dr Shigeru Omi on his nomination as Regional Director, WHO Regional Office for the Western 

Pacific. I also wish to take this opportunity to express my sincere appreciation to Dr S.T. Han for his 

outstanding contribution to health development in this Region, and for his personal concern and support 

to the preparation, establishment and development ofWFAS. 

The W orId Health Organization has attached importance to the development of traditional 

medicine including acupuncture, which has played a significant role in promoting the spread and 

application of acupuncture science in the world. 

With the support of WHO Regional Office for the Western Pacific, WFAS was established in 

1987 and admitted into official relation with WHO in January 1998. It is one of the largest 

nongovernmental international union on acupuncture-moxibustion among the traditional medicine 

organizations around the world. There are 73 member societies, representing over 50 000 acupuncture 

workers in more than 40 countries and regions. In the past 10 years, WFAS, under the guidance and 

support of WHO, has not only played an important role in spreading acupuncture and implementing the 

international standardization of acupuncture, but also made great effort in promoting the understanding 

and cooperation among acupuncture-moxibustion groups throughout the world, in strengthening 
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international academic exchanges, in developing acupuncture science, and in advocating acupuncture to 

serve the health for human beings. 

Health for All is still the goal of the World Health Organization when we enter the 21 st 

Century. To realize this goal should rely on the close cooperation of various medical technology means 

including traditional medicine. WF AS is willing to make contributions to Health for All by following 

WHO's guideline, supporting the work of WHO and enhancing cooperation between 'WAS and WHO. 


