
" 
1'P RLD HEALTH 
o OOANIZATION 

REGIONAL OFFICE FO R 
THE WESTERN PACIFIC 

REGIONAL COMMITTEE vVP /FC6/Min/1 Rev. 1 
14 October 1955 

Sixth Sessi. on 
Singapore 
13-19 September 1955 

MINUTES OF THE FIRST MEETING 

University of ~~aya 

ORIGINAL: ENGLISH 

Tuesd5Y, 13 September 1955, at 9:00 a.m, 

CHAIRHAN: Dr. J. Heng Liu (Outgoing Vice-Chainnan) 
Dr. R. H. Bland ( New Chairman ) 

CONTENTS 

1 Opening ceremonies 

2 Fonnal opening of the sixth session of the 
Regional Committee 

3 .. 'Election 0 f "fficers 

4 I""'Adoption of the Provisional Agenda 

5 "Technical Discussions 

6 Address by the Director-General 

7 vNomination of the Regional Director for 
the period 1 July 1956 - .30 June 1961 

4 

5 

6 

6 

6 

7 

7 



\vP/RC6/Min/1 Rev. 1 
Page 2 

First Meeting 

Tuesday, 13 September 1955 at 9:00 a.m. 

I Representatives of ;:·1ember States 

AUSTRALIA Dr. J. T. Gunther 
Mr. C. G. 1voodard 

CAI1BODIA Dr. Ham-Komsann 
Dr. Leng Pao 

CHINA (TAIWAN) Dr. J. Heng Liu 
Dr. C. H. Yen 
Dr. T. C. Hsu 

FRANCE Dr. M. Demange 

JAPAN Dr. Masayoshi Yamaguchi 
Mr. Takao Hatsuo 
Hr. Akira Saita 

KOREA Hr. Young Kee Kim 
Dr. Eung Soo Han 

LAOS Dr. Oudom Souvannavong 
Dr. Tho~gfhet 

NETHERLANDS Dr. J. Bierdrager 

NE'v-J ZEALAND Dr. H. B. Turbott 

PHILIPPINES Dr. Jose N. Rodriguez 
Dr. Clemente Gatmaitan 

PORTUGAL Dr. Abel Simoes de Carvalho 

UNITED KINGDOM Dr. R. TT n. Bland 
Dr. K. C. Yeo 
Dr. E. C. Vardy 

UNITED STATES Jr. A. S. Osborne 
Dr. Richard K. C .. Lee 

VIETNAM Dr. Le van Khai 
Dr. . Nguyen van Hong 

Secretary: Dr. I. C. Fang, Regin al Director 
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II Representatives of the United Nations and Specialized Agencies 

FOOD .8ND AGRICULTURE OffiANIZATION 
OF THE UNITED NATIONS 

UNITED NATION S ) 
UNI'IED NATION S CHIIDREN' S FUND ) 

UNITED NATIONS TECHNICAL 
ASSISTANCE BOARD 

Dr. S. S. De 

Mr. Brian Jone s 

Sir Alexander Iv.facFarquhar 

III Representatives of Non-Governmental Organizations in official 
relations with WHO 

INTEffiATIONAL COM¥lITTEE OF 
HILITARY" NEDICINE AND PHARl'1ACY 

INTERNATIONiIL COl'1MITTEE OF 
ROIVJ.AN CATHOLIC NURSES AND 
HEDICO ;"00 CIAL Iff) R<ERS 

INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF NURSES 

INTErNATIONAL DllNTAL FEDERATION 

LEAGUE OF RED CROSS 3)CIETIES 

WCRLD FEDERATION FOR MENTAL HEALTH 

he RLD FEDERATION OF UNITED 
NATICNS A3S0CIATIONS 

IV Others 

OOUTH PACIFIC OOMMISSION 

Brigadier D. Bluett 

Nurse Jean woodford 

Madame N ooi .Ah Kuan 

Dr. F. A. C. Oehlers 

Dr. R. H ... Bland 

Dr. H. B. M. Murphy 

Hr. p. K. Hernon 

Dr. Guy LOison 
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I OPENING CEREMONIES 

Address by the Vice-Chancellor of the University of r-ralaya 

The sixth session of the Regional Committee for the T4estern Pacific 

was formally opened at the University of Halaya by the Vice-Chancellor 

of the University. In his welcome speech the Vice-Chancellor stated 

that the problems of health could not be solved without wldertaking the 

fundamental,problem of education. There were in the world universities 

ava~able for research which liould help other parts of the world where 

no such facilities existed. The University of Malaya had benefitted 

from the work and research of WHO and those who had received this 

assistance were now in their turn passing it on to mankind in their 

work in the cause of health. It was, therefore, fitting for the Univer

sity to offer facilities to the R~gional Co~mittee and in this spirit, 
, 

he stated, he welcomed ~he representatives and wished them success in 

their. discussions. (For full text, see Annex 1.) 

Address by the Honourable the Minister of Health 

The Honourable the Minister of Health also welcomed the represen

tatives and expressed the appreciation of his Government for the assist

ance which WHO had given to Singapore. It was important to keep the 

aims and objectives of the WHO on the plane of international co-operation 

which is above politics. The health of all peoples could only be pre

served and improved by means of mutual understanding, mutual co-operation 

and mutual assistance. In closing, the Minister extended an invitation 

to all participants in the Regional Committee r-leeting to visit any branch 

of the Health Department's organization in Singapore which they wished. 

(For full text, see Annex 2.) 

Dr. J. HENG LIU (Retiring Vice-Chairman) formally thanked the Vice

Chancellor and the Minister of Health on behalf of the Regional Committee 

and expressed appreciation of the fact that the facilities of the Uni

versit.y had been put at its disposal. He referred to the statement 

of the Vice-Chancellor in regard to the universality of health of which 

!the WHO and 
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the ~lHO and the meeting of the Regional Committee were symbols. Although 

there was already a general acceptance throughout the world of the 

basic tenets of this philosophy, their practical application required 

much unspectacular and painstaking labour by individuals and groups 

throughout the ,-forld. (For full text, see Annex 3.) 

With the completion of the opening ceremonies, the Comrnitte~ 

adjourned for a short intermis~ion. ) 

, 

_:2 FORl'~L OPENING OF THE SIXTH SESSION OF THE REGIONAL COMMITTEE 

In the absence of Dr. F. S. MACLF~.~ (New Zealand), the retiring 

Chairman, Dr. J. HENG LIU (China), the retiring Vice-Chairman, deciared 

the Committee in session and called upon Dr. H. B. TURBOTT to read 

Dr. MACLEAN's opening speech. 

Dr. !1ACL~N expressed the thanks of the Committee to the Government 

of Singapore for the invitation to hold the sixth session in this city. 

He referred to the low incidence of infectious diseasG in Singapore and 

suggested that the holding of the meeting there would provide an oppor

tunity for the representatives of all countries of the Region to study 

the way in ifhich the Public-Health Administration attacked and solved 

the problems which confronted it. Dr. MACLF..riN drel'l attention to the 

Annual Report of the Regional Director and selected for particular note 

the field of environmental sanitation '-lhich was the basis of all effec

tive public-health achievement and 1fithout which no country would ever 

attain full development. The importance of a heavy investment in malaria 

eradication, overall tuberculosis-control projects and of the develop

ment of exchange programmes between medical schools and other training 

establishments in need of help lias stressed. Dr. !vIACLEAN also referred 

to the responsibility of tho Committee in regard to the proposed 

programme and budget for 1957 and to the nomination of.a Regional Direotor 

for the five-year period beginning 1 July 1956. He expressed the hope 

that'the present Regional Director would conse~t to nomination for a 

further term of office. In clOSing, a vlelcome was extended to all those 

/attending the sixth 
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session and the wish expressed that the discussions would materially 

help forward the work of the Organization. (For full text, see Annex 4.) 

Dr. LIU asked Dr. TURBOTT to carry back to Dr. MACLFAN the best 

wishes of the Committee and to inform him that his words of advice and 

comments had been much appreciated. 

3 ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

Mr. A. SAlTA (Japan) proposed the nomination of Dr. R. H. BLAND 

(United Kingdom) as ;hair.man; this nomination was seconded by Dr. H. B. 

TURBOTT (New Zealand) and Dr. BLAND was unanimously elected. 

Dr. LE VAN KHAI (Vietnam) proposed the nomination of Mr. YOUNG KEE 

KJYI (Korea) as Vice-Chairman; this was seconded by Dr. C~ QATMAITAK (Philip

pines). ard Mr. YOUNG KEE K]}1 was unanimously elected. 

Dr. J. HENG LIU (China) proposed the nomination of Dr. J. T. GUNTHER 

(Australia) as Rapporteur for the English language; this was seconded 

by Dr. J. BIEFPRAGER (Netherlands) and unanimously approved. Dr. J. T. 

GUNTHER proposed that Dr. A. STI40FB DE CARVALHO (Portugal) be appointed 

as Rapporteur for the French language; this was seconded by Dr. K. C. 

YEO (United Kingdom) and unanimously approved. 

4 ADOPTION OF THE PROVIS IONAL AGENDA 

The provisional agenda was adopted. 

5 TECHNICAL DISCUSSIONS 

Dr. C. H. YEN (China.) was designated Chairman of t he Technical 

Discussions. 

Dr. YEN informed the Committee tr~t the subject for this year 1s 

technical discussions was "Domiciliary Midwifery as an approach to the 

people in the development of rural health services ll • He gave a brief 

outline of the purposes of the discussion and of the programme for the 

three meetings. 

/The proposed schedule 
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The proposed schedule for the Technical Discusoions was adopted. 

6 ADDRESS BY THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL 

As the arrival of the Director-General had been delayed as a 

result of plane trouble, this item was deferred until the afternoon 

meet.ing. 

? NOMINATION OF THE REGIONAL DIRECTOR FOR T~B PERIOD 1 JULY 1956 -
30 JUNE 1961 

Prior to action being taken on the above item of the agenda, the 

Committee had a short recess to permit the meeting to be held in private. 

A secret ballot was hold as a result of which the following resolution 

was passed unanimously: 

"The Regional Commit tee, 

Confirming its agreement with the terms of the resolution 

voted by the first Regional Committee which proposed to the Executive 

Beard the appointment of Dr. I. G. Fang as Director of the Regional 

Office of the lrlorld Health Organization fur the Western Pacific area, 

RECOMHENDS to the Executive Board the extension of his term. of 

office for a further period 'of five years from the 1st July 1956 

t. ill the 30th June 1961." 

In presenting the above resolution, the Chairman announced that 

Dr. FANG was the only candidate nominated by the fourteen Hembers of 

the Regional Committee and t~~t his nomination was unanimously accepted. 

Dr. FANG thanked tho Com."~J.ittee for having re-elected him to office 

and snid that he was well aware of the responsibilities inherent in 

his position. Successes in the past had been due to the rruidance 

given by the Regior~l Corrli~ittec and the generous assistance and co

operation received from Hcrnber Countries. His re-election had given 

him and his staff confidence and every effort would be made to justify 

this confidence. 

Tha meeting adjourned at 11:15 a.m. 
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ADDRESS OF THE VICE-CHilNCELIDR 
OF THE UNIVERSITY OF 11ALAYA 

Mr. i"linister for Health, Chief Minister, Mr. hinister for 
Education, Mr. Regional Director (Dr. Fang), Repr esentatives and 
Observers, Ladies and Gentlemeni. 

It is my enviable duty and pleasant privilege to welcome 
into the precincts. of the University of Malaya all those who are 
participating in the sixth meeting of the WHO Regional Committee for 
the western PacifiC. 

The varied countries of tl1i. s area it is said have but one 
thing in common and that is the problem of health. This it seems to 
me is the natural simplification of the enthusiast for his field and 
those in the WHO are indeed enthusiasts. The diverse countries in 
the Western Pacific have in common all that arises from the one fact 
that they are inhabited by men and women. Health cannot be separated 
from education and education leads to the Universities. 

The fundamental research carried out in some of the Uni
versities and institutions of the world has been applied in many of 
the less fortunate areas by the devoted men and women of WHO who 
have interpreted Bacon's dictum in a more generous way. Bacon said 
if I remember rightly "I hold each man a debtor to his profession. 
As he has received from it, so shall he return. II Each man who has 
received from his fellowmen shall indeed return it to them. And in 
this spirit the members of WHO work and will continue to work. 

In this University, a yOlIDg University, poor in material 
resources but rich in spirit, we have had for some years now con
siderable help from WHO in our training schemes. To throw open our 
doors to those who have the interests of men at heart is a delight; 
to throw them open to those who have assisted us so much makes the 
pleasure all the greater, 

It is fitting therefore that the University of Malaya shall 
welcome you, the representatives and observers for this, the Sixth 
Regional Ccnference of the world Health Organization, to its hall, 
to its hostels, to its lecture rooms, offices and library. And in 
addition the Sttrlents' Unionoffers to you the facilities of Union 
House. On behalf ~f the University of Nalaya, I havo the honour to 
welcome you and to wish you success in your discussions. 
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Colleagues - Mr. Director-General of the World Health Organi
zation, Dr. Candau - Mr. Regional Director, Dr. Fang - Representatives, 
Observers, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

This is the first occasion when the World Health Organization 
Regional Committee meets in Singapore and I ~~ pleased to have the 
opportunity to address you on behalf of the Government and the people 
of Singapore, to extend to the World Health Organization, the Represen
tatives, Delegates and Observers a most hearty and sincere welcome to 
our shores. 

The Government in which I have the privilege to hold office as 
the Minister for Health is the first elected government of Singapore. 
Since I assumed office in April last, I have had a real opportunity to 
appreciate the work which the World Health Organization is doing and 
especially to appreciate the expert assistance it is giving to Singapore. 
I am, therefore, happy to take this opportunity of saying "Thank you". 
I am looking forward to meeting you all personally during the course 
of the week to cement the ties of a common interest into new and, I 
hope, lasting friendships. 

In these days of rapid and competitive political changes, when 
every territory is striving to obtain and protect its freedom and 
autonomy, it is refreshing and encouraging to gather so many represen
tatives together from so many lands to discuss common interests. I feel 
sure that you all are as jealous as I am to keep the aims and objects 
of the World Health Organization on that plane of international co
operation which is above politics. The health of our peoples can be 
preserved and improved only by means of mutual understanding, mutual 
co-operation and mutual assistance. In this sphere at least the interests 
of any one country is really the interest of all countries. 

It is in this spirit that your Regional Committee is meeting 
and it is in this spirit that I extend to you the Government's and my 
sincere good wishes for your deliberations. 

I would like to make special mention of the various seminars 
which have been held in the T:Jestern Pacific Region and to say how 
valuable such occasions have proved to the officers of my Ministry 
who have had the good fortune to attend. These officers have been 
full of praise of the very efficient organization and have unhesitatingly 
recorded their appreciation of the instructive help received and of the 
stimUlus gained by such meetings. I am glad that Singapore is being 
able to play her part and is receiving WHO fellows from other countries 
for the training and experience which we are able to offer. 

/1 am sure 
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I am sure some of you may lrTish to see s~thing of our health 
1vork in Singapore. I extend an open invitation to vi.sit any branch of 
the Health Department 1 S organization. You .. Till be very welcome. If you 
will speak to my Permanent Secretary, Dr. Bland, who is the United Kingdom 
representative to your Committee, he will make appropriate arrangements 
for you. 

To the Vice-Chancellor of the University of l1alaya I wish to 
express my thanks for the accommodation placed at the disposal of your 
Committee. The Government is very grateful for this generous gesture. 

You have matters of far reaching importance to discuss and I 
do not wish to delay your deliberations. I am very sorry for the in
convenience which is being caused to you by the Hotel strikes and I have 
instructed my officers to do everything possible for your individual comforts. 
I hope that your stay here will be enjoyable and that your deliberations 
will be indeed fruitful. 
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In reply to Welcome Addresses of 
the Honourable the l-1inister of Health and 

the Vice-Ch21lcellar of the University of N.alaya 

Mr. Deputy Chief Hinister, Hr. Minister of Health, l~r. V.d.nister 
of Education, Vice-Chancellor, Representa,tives, Observers, Ladies and 
Gentlemen; 

On behalf of the sixth session of the Regional Committee 
for the Western Pacific Hooting of the~1orld heal.th Organization, I 
wish to thank you for your welcome to t his beautiful and, spacious 
city and to its renowned seat of learning. It is a pleasure and 
honour for us to visit this busy crossroad of the world which has 
for so many years been in the forefront of medical progress in this 
region. 

The cleanliness of your island, the housing programmes, the 
excellent amenities are visible signs of a progressive public health 
policy evident to the most undiscerning eye. 

we welcome, Mr. Minister, your invitation to see further 
examples of your health programmes as time during this busy week may 
permit. 

.And to you, Hr. Vice-Chancellor, -V16 express our warmest 
thanks for placing at our disposal the excellent facilities of your 
beautiful University. Its quiet charm will indeed provide an atmos
phere conducive to pro fi table de libera ti on. 'Ive hope that thi s 
knowledge will make up for the inevitable and considerable derange
ment 'which the Conference must have caused you and your staff. 

)'/e are not unmindful of how much unseen work has gone into 
the preparations for our arrival and we would like to express our 
appreciation of the courteous and whole-hearted service given by the 
staff of the Government Medical Department, the Public Relations 
Office, and the University, not to mention the 3tudent volunteers who 
are enthusiastically helping to ensure that this meeting runs smoothly 
and efficiently. The loan of some of the commodious stud6nts I quarters 
as living quarters for staff members of the Secretariat is particularly 
apprecia ted. 

It would not be fitting for me to end, Hr. Hinister and 
Vir. Vice-Chancellor, ·,Ii thout reCiprocating your philosophy of the 
University of HeeJ.th of I1hich the ~yorld Health Organization and this 
meeting are symbols. There is already a general acceptance throughcut 

/the ivorld of 
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the world of the basic tenets of this philosophy but their working out 
cumd increas:ing practical application require much unspectacular and 
painstaking labour by individuals and groups throughout the world. 

I am confident, Mr. Ninister and Mr. Vice-Chancellor, that 
this cmference you have done so much to facilitate, ivill take us 
one more step along the road which leads eventUally to the eradicaticn 
of disease and to the enjoyment of positive health. 

.. 
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ADDRESS OF DR. F. S. l\:AClEAN 
(Retirinr Chairman) 

Fellow Representatives, 

I must first express great regret at my unavoidable absence from 
this sixth session of the V'estern P~)cific Regional Ctmmi ttee and my 
inability to give this address' in person. It is my sincere hope that 
your deliberations will be valuable to yourselves and will provide 
effective stimulus to the food work that is being carried out by the 
Organization in this region. 

I must express our gratitude arld thanks to the Government of 
Singe-pore for inviting us to hold the sixth session in this city. Some 
three years ago I VJas unavoidably deta ined in Singapore for several 
days, through a delay in air schedules, and my period of detention was 
greatly relieved by the friendly and spontaneous hospitality I received 
from the public-health officials in Sinrapore. I was shown as much of 
their public-health organization and its functioriing as was possible 
in the time available, 8nd I was amazed ~t the very low incidence of 
infectious disease that exists in this city. I would venture to 
suggest that the City of Singapore in this respect will compare most 
favourably ~ith any city of corresponding size in both the tropical and 
temperate areas of the 'World. For this reason, if for no other, the 
holding of this meeting in Sinrapore will provide an opportunity for 
the representatives of all the' countries of the Region to profit by 
studying the way in which the Public Health Administra tion of Singapore 
attacl's and solves the problems which confront it. 

It will be a matter of gr€at satisfaction to representatives to 
have the Director...General prE'sent at this session. The framework of 
\~HO which provides for dec~:mtralisation in the planning and carrying 
out of the Organiza tion f s activities has rightly been acclaimed as 
contributing toward the vitality and efficienc:r which is so evident 
to all of us, but nevertheless it is essential that a clOSt: relationship 
should be maintained between the Region and our Headquarter8 in Geneva. 
There is no better way of contributing to this than by the attendance 
of the Director-General, or his representative, ~t Regional Committee 
Meetings. He is thereby enabled to acquire a clearer knowledge of the 
Region's needs, and has the opportunity to assist our counsels from 
his broad experience of liliO's past achievements and his knowledge of 
its future poss ibili ties. 

J 
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You will by this time have had an .pportunity of studying the 
Regional Director's Report on the year ended 30th June last. As he 
rightly remarks the ~ork done during the past year has been significant 
for its expansion both in breadth and depth. 

then one surveys the scope of the work done, it is hard to believe 
that this report is only the Fifth Report, so confidently and effectively 
has this beneficial work proceeded. Much of the credit for this must 
go to the efficient planning and organisation of the Director and his 
staff, but he himself would be the first to agree that great credit 1s 
due also to the governments concerned who have undertaken wholeheartedly 
the improvement of their people's welfare with the stimulating help of 
WHO. 

Time does not permit detailed comments on the report, but with 
your permission I should like to refer briefly to one or two matters. 

Reference is made throughout the report to ~he aim of strengthening 
the public-health services of our individual countries, and this surely 
must continue to be one of the chief, if not the chief, function of WHO. 

The importance of environmental sanitation is also stressed, and 
rightly so. WTIO has had, and is still having, its spectacular victories 
over such widespread diseases as malaria and yaws, but the basis of all 
effective tublic-health achievem,mt is surely environmental sanitatien. 
It has been due to environmental sanitation that the so-called developed 
countries owe the fav~urable position that they occupy today, and it will 
only be through attention to environmental sanitation that the so-called 
under-developed countries will reach their full development. Unfortunately, 
environmental sanitation is costly, progress is necessarily slow and 
unspectacular, and for this reason, public attention is more easily caught 
by the spectacular achievements I referred to earlier. 

'Ihe possibilities of IOOlaria eradication have come to the fore
front recently, and it is satisfactory to note that good progress is being 
made in this respect. A healthy sign is the growing tendency of neigh
bouring countries to cooperate in these activities as instanced by 
Brune i and Sarawak. This is surely a case in which "Union is strength", 
and a heavy investment in malaria eradication over the next few years 
can be counted on to yield rich dividends in the future. 

Education and training is undoubtedly the basic essential for public
heal th achievements, and the expansion of fellowships, and the developing 
pattern of assistance from WEll established and. well endowed Universities 
by exchange programmes with Medical Schoels and other training establish"" 
ments in need of help, is worthy of the greatest encouragement. Several 
instances of this are referred to in the report, and the idea is one which 
merits further developtrent. 

Tuberculosis continues to be one of the principal health problems 
in a number of countries, and valuable work has been done in carrying out 
BeG vaccination campaigns. The Director has ri@"htly stressed the great 
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importance of overall tuberculosis-control projects. This, like environ
mental sanitation, is costly and will call for adequate training of the 
skilled personnel involved. vmo· s chief function in this field is to 
provide the stimulus and to assist governments in training personnel 
and planning their programmes on a long-term basis. 

The Director and his staff can only achieve their best work if 
their offico accommodation is adequate and comfortable. Unfortunately, 
the present Regional Office leaves much to be desired in this respect. 
It will be noted that at least a site has become available for a new 
office, and it is to be hoped that in his next Annual Report the 
Regional Director will be able to refer to further substantial progress 
toward obtaining satisfactory accommo~ation for himself and his staff. 

Turning to the agenda, your main responsibility will as usual 
be to review the approved programme for 1956, and to consider the proposed 
programme and budget for 1957. Another most important duty which is 
placed upon you is the nomination of a Regional Director for the five-year 
period beginning 1st July 1956 at which time Dr. Feng will heve completed 
the term for which he was appointed in 1951. 

The Regional Office has been singularly fortunate in its Director 
who has guided its infant footsteps during the early formative years. 
It is largely due to him that the lusty infant has grown into a sturdy 
adolescent. I will not say adult as growth and development is still 
evident. Dr. Fang possesses the happy combination of executive ability 
and a friendly and agreeable personality. l"e all appreciate his ability 
as much as we enjoy his company on less-serious occasions. There can 
be no doubt in the minds of anyone that the work of the Region has been 
organized and fuided wisely during his term of office. It is my sincere 
hope that our Regional Director will consent to nomination fer a further 
term. 

I have already taken up too much of your time, and I shall con
clude by once af'ain welcoming you to this sixth Session of the \iestern 
Pacific Regional Committee, and express the hop3 that your discussions 
will materially help forward the work of the Organization with which 
we are all proud to be associated. 


