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S~~RY RECORD OF THE SIXTH MEETING 

1. CONTINUATION OF STATEMENTS OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE UNITED 
NATIONS, THE SPECIALIZED AGENCIES, INTERGOVERNMENTAL AND 
NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS IN OFFICIAL RELATIONS WITH WHO; 
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Item 20 of the Agenda (continued from the fifth meeting, section 3) 

Representatives of the following non-governmental organizations 
presented statements on the work of their organizations in collaboration 
with WHO, aimed at promoting and enhancing the health of the people: 

International Ergonomics Association 

Christian Medical Commission 

Joint Commission on International Aspects of Mental Retardation 

International Council of Nurses 

International Council of Societies of Pathology 

Rehabilitation International 

2. CONSIDERATION OF THE REPORT PRESENTED BY THE SUB-COMMITTEE ON 
PROGRAMME AND BUDGET: Item 7.2 of the Agenda (Document WPR/RC28/17) 

The attention of Representatives was drawn to the draft resolutions 
attached to the report and proposed by the Sub-Committee to the Committee 
for adoption. 

2.1 Budget performance 1976 - direct services to governments 
(Document WPR/RC28/Conf. Paper No.6) 

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted without comment 
(see resolution WPR/RC28.R6). 

2.2 Modifications to the programme budget for 1978 and 1979 
(Document WPR/RC28/Conf. Paper No.7) 

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted without comment 
(see resolution WPR/RC28.R7). 

2.3 Revised tentative projections of the budget estimates for 1980 
and 1981 (Document WPR/RC28/Conf. Paper No.8) 

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted without comment 
(see resolution WPR/RC28.R8). 

2.4 Use of the Regional Director's Development Programme 
(Document WPR/RC28/Conf. Paper No.9) 

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted without comment 
(see resolution WPR/RC28.R9). 

In the absence of any comment, the report of the Sub-Committee on 
Programme and Budget and the above-mentioned resolutions were adopted. 
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3. TRIBUTE TO MISS BERNICE NEWTON, CHIEF, ADMINISTRATION AND FINANCE 

The REGIONAL DIRECTOR said that Miss Bernice Newton. Chief. 
Administration and Finance of the WHO Regional Office for the Western 
Pacific, had joined the Organization in 1948, when she was appointed 
to a responsible post at Headquarters in Geneva under the Assistant 
Director-General for Administration and Finance. She had joined WPRO 
seven years ago and had brought to the Regional Office a wealth of 
experience and expertise, being responsible for the very efficient 
administrative support he had enjoyed as Regional Director. She had 
established the Documents Reproduction Unit (considered the best in 
the Organization) and the Word Processing Centre, an up-to-date 
administrative services arm which had considerably increased the 
efficiency of the Regional Office. Her day-to-day activities were 
characterized by industry, sound judgement and loyalty to the 
Organization. 

The present Regional Committee was the last Miss Newton would be 
attending as Chief, Administration and Finance. She would be retiring 
from the Organization at the end of September and returning to her native 
country, the United States of America. 

The Organization would be losing a very valuable staff member. 
As an expression of deep appreciation of her services. he would like 
to propose to the Regional Committee that it consider adopting the 
following resolution: 

"The Regional Committee, 

Noting that Miss Bernice Newton, Chief, Administration 
and Finance of the WHO Regional Office for the Western Pacific, 
is retiring from the Organization after twenty-nine years of 
valuable and loyal service, seven of which were spent in the 
Regional Office for the Western Pacific; 

Recognizing the useful contributions she has made in 
increasing the efficient management of the Regional Office; 

EXPRESSES its deep appreciation to Miss Newton, and wishes 
her good health and happiness in her retirement". 

Dr KING (United States of America), seconded by Dr NICHOLSON 
(United Kingdom) proposed the unanimous adoption of the resolution as 
a tribute to Miss Newton's efficient, devoted and loyal work for the 
Organization. 

Dr EVANS (Australia) gave the resolution his delegation's whole
hearted support. He had been tremendously impressed by Miss Newton's 
calmness, efficiency and charm. 

The Representatives rose in tribute and adopted the resolution 
by acclamation (see resolution WPR/RC28.RlO). 

• .,. 



--

SUMMARY RECORD OF THE SIXTH MEETING 

4. TECHNICAL COOPERATION AMONG DEVELOPING COUNTRIES: Item 17 of 
the Agenda (Document WPR/RC28/l0) (continued from the second 
meeting, section 2) 

4.1 Consideration of the report of the Sub-Committee on Technical 
Cooperation ~~ong Developing Countries (Document WPR/RC28/18) 
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Mr SAFITOA (Papua New Guinea) thanked the Committee for appointing 
him moderator of the Sub-Committee, thus affording the opportunity for 
him to see what other developing countries were doing in a domain of 
paramount importance for the health of his people. 

He then read out the text of the report. 

In reply to Dr CHRISTMAS (New Zealand) the REGIONAL DIRECTOR said 
that if the Committee decided that a meeting of the Sub-Committee on 
Technical Cooperation among Developing Countries should take place in 
July 1978 it would be possible to find the funds. 

There being no further comments, the report of the Sub-Committee 
on Technical Cooperation among Developing Countries was adopted. 

The Committee went on to consider the draft resolution attached 
to the report of the Sub-Committee on Technical Cooperation among 
Developing Countries (document WPR/RC28/Conf. Paper No. 10). 

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted without comment 
(see resolution WPR/RC28.Rll). 

5. GENERAL PROGRAMME OF WORK: Items 11.1 and 11.2 of the Agenda 

5.1 Consideration of the report presented by the Sub-Committee on 
the General Programme of Work (Document WPR/RC28/l6) 

Dr EVANS (Australia) said the Sub-Committee had recommended 
that the types of work carried out by the Programme Committee of the 
Executive Board should be considered the basis for its work, with 
modifications to take into account the regional context; its primary 
purpose was to analyse the impact of WHO's collaboration with countries, 
rather than the activities of the countries themselves. 

It was proposed that the Sub-Committee should initially concentrate 
its activities on primary health care within the broad context of 
comprehensive health services, focussed particularly on the health 
manpower development aspects and the use of auxiliaries. 

The Sub-Committee considered it advisable to recommend that its 
membership be enlarged to six and that up to and during the twenty
ninth session the four present members be retained with two additional 
members, after which membership would rotate. 

Discussion of document WPR/RC28/GPW/2 on the involvement of the 
Regional Committee in the work of WHO had been very fruitful and it 
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had been decided to raise certain of the points mentioned therein 
with the Regional Committee. l 

Finally, the Sub-Committee thought that it would be worthwhile 
considering its relationship to the Sub-Committee on the Programme 
and Budget. 

Dr KING (United States of America), supported by Dr EVANS 
(Australia), Dr NOORDIN (Malaysia), Dr CHRISTMAS (New Zealand), 
Dr TAPA (Tonga) and Dr NICHOLSON (United Kingdom), referring to the 
last question raised in the report, considered that the Sub-Committee 
on Programme and Budget, consisting as it did of most members of the 
Regional Committee, served no useful purpose and should be discontinued. 

The REGIONAL DIRECTOR said that the original idea had been that 
the Sub-Committee, since no summary records of its proceedings were 
published, would provide a forum in which Representatives could speak 
more bluntly and freely than in the Regional Committee itself. How
ever, the Rules of Procedure gave the Regional Committee power to 
discontinue any subcommittee that was no longer considered to be 
fulfilling a useful purpose. 

The CHAIRMAN asked whether it was the Committee's wish that the 
Sub-Committee on Programme and Budget be discontinued; its work to be 
performed in plenary session. 

It was so agreed. 

The CHAIRMAN invited the Committee to make nominations for the 
two additional members to enlarge the Sub-Committee on the General 
Programme of Work to six members, as proposed in the report. 

Dr TAPA (Tonga) proposed the inclusion of a representative of 
Japan in the Sub-Committee. 

Dr OTANI (Japan) said that the Japanese delegation welcomed the 
proposal. 

Dr EVANS (Australia) suggested that Tonga be represented in the 
Sub-Committee. 

Dr TAPA (Tonga) said that, while appreciating the proposal, he 
felt that a French-speaking member should be nominated in accordance 
with the principle of rotation. 

Dr CHRISTMAS (New Zealand) proposed that, in addition to Japan, 
the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam be represented in the enlarged 
Sub-Committee. 

It was so agreed. 

6. CONSIDERATION OF DRAFT RESOLUTIONS 

The Committee considered the following draft resolutions: 

lSee summary record of the seventh meeting, section 1.2. 
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6.1 Jacgues Parisot Foundation: Fe~lowship for research in 
social medicine or public health (Document WPR/RC28/Conf. Paper 
No. 11) 

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted without comment 
(see resolution WPR/RC28.Rl2). 

6.2 Western Pacific Regional Centre for the Promotion of 
Environmental Planning and Applied Studies (PEP AS) (Document 
WPR/RC28/Conf. Paper No. 12) 

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted without comment 
(see resolution WPR/RC28.R13). 

6.3 Prevention of road traffic accidents (Document 
WPR/RC28/Conf. Paper No. 13) 

After an exchange of views by Dr EVANS (Australia), Dr NOORDIN 
(Malaysia) and Dr CHRISTMAS (New Zealand), it was decided to amend 
subparagraph 2 (1) of the resolution so as to request the Regional 
Director to collect and collate information on the resources being 
used in national road safety programmes and subparagraph 2 (3) to 
request the Regional Director, in collaborating with Member States 
in establishing projects, to include the possibility of establishing 
a multidisciplinary pilot study. 

The REGIONAL DIRECTOR requested clarification as to the nature 
of the proposed multidisciplinary study. 

Dr EVANS (Australia) said that the study would bring toge.ther 
persons from different spheres who might have ah impaet on··road 
safety: sociologists, psychologists, road engineers, traffic controllers 
and health workers. 

The REGIONAL DIRECTOR wished to know whether a specific regional 
study should be conducted or whether information relevant to the 
Region might be collated from similar studies conducted in other parts 
of the world. 

Dr FA'AI'UASO (Samoa) noted that different factors might be 
involved in the road accidents occurring elsewhere. Although such 
studies might furnish useful comparative information, he felt that 
a Western Pacific regional study was required. 

The REGIONAL DIRECTOR, noting that implementation of the study 
would take time and money, said that he would make the necessary 
provision in the regional programme budget. 

Decision: The draft resolution, as amended, was adopted 
(see resolution WPR/RC28.Rl4). 
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6.4 WHO's role in the development and coordination of biomedical 
research: greater involvement of the Regions in research 
(Document WPR/RC28/Conf. Paper No. 14) 

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted without comment 
(see resolution WPR/RC28.R15). 

6.5 Changing trends in training (Document WPR/RC28/Conf. Paper 
No. 15) 

Recalling that one of the aspects considered in previous 
discussions on the subject had been the responsibilities of governments 
in training, Dr CUMMING (Australia) suggested that the first operative 
paragraph be amended to read: "URGES Member States to accept their 
full responsibilities in rendering the WHO fellowship programme more 
effective and to give high priority to implementing the above-mentioned 
improvements." 

Decision: The draft resolution, as amended, was adopted 
(see resolution WPR/RC28.R16). 

6.6 Diarrhoeal diseases (Document WPR/RC28/Conf. Paper No. 16) 

Dr KING (United States of America), referring to his comments at 
the fifth meeting during the discussion to select the topic of the 
Technical Presentation at the twenty-ninth session, suggested that 
the first operative paragraph be strengthened by revising it to read: 
"REQUESTS the Regional Director to stimulate interest among Member 
States in preventive measures, treatment, the training of relevant 
health personnel and research through all appropriate means, including 
the scheduling of a technical presentation on the subject at the twenty
ninth session of the Regional Committee, at which time a report will be 
presented describing the status of diarrhoeal disease problems in the 
Region and programmes presently directed toward their solution." 

Decision: The draft resolution, as amended, was adopted 
(see resolution WPR/RC28.RI7). 

6.7 Topic of Technical Presentation in 1978 (Document 
WPR/RC28/Conf. Paper No. 17) 

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted without comment 
(see resolution WPR/RC28.Rl8). 

6.8 Twenty-ninth and thirtieth sessions of the Regional Committee 
(Document WPR/RC28/Conf. Paper No. 18) 

Dr HSUEH Kung-cho (China), supported by Dr NGUYEN VAN DAN 
(Socialist Republic of Viet Nam). stated that since the subject of 
the draft resolution was the twenty-ninth and thirtieth sessions of 
the Regional Committee, operative paragraph 6 was not relevant and 
should therefore be deleted. 
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Decision: The draft resolution, as amended, was adopted 
(see resolution WPR/RC28.R19). 

The meeting rOSe at 11.35 a.m. 
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