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JACQUES PARISOT FOUNDATION 

FELLOWSHIP AWARD 

Every two years the Jacques Parisot Foundation awards a fellowship for research in 

social medicine or public health.  The Regional Office has been invited to propose three 

candidates for this year’s award.  The suggested topic for research is ‘combating 

communicable diseases and sustainable health service development, focused on identifying 

barriers of service utilization for diseases of poverty.’  The Western Pacific Advisory 

Committee on Health Research has reviewed and assessed seven proposals submitted by 

Member States.  Summaries of the proposals will be distributed as an information 

document.  The Regional Committee should now select up to three proposals to submit to 

the Foundation Committee in Geneva. 
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1.  BACKGROUND 

The Jacques Parisot Foundation was established in 1969 by Madame J. Parisot to perpetuate 

the memory of Dr Jacques Parisot, former President of the World Health Assembly.  Since 1975, a 

fellowship for research in social medicine or public health has been awarded every two years.  The 

Foundation is administered by the Director-General of the World Health Organization, who 

implements the decisions of the Foundation Committee. 

Each region takes it in turn to propose three candidates.  It is now the turn of the Western 

Pacific Region to do so.  A fellowship to the value of US$ 5000 will be awarded to a candidate who 

submits a worthy project and is considered capable of bring it to fruition.  The research should be 

completed within a period of 12 months. 

The Regional Director for the Western Pacific Region has suggested the topic for research 

should be ‘combating communicable diseases and sustainable health service development, focused on 

identifying barriers of service utilization for diseases of poverty’.  Member States were invited in 

April 2001 to nominate suitable candidates for the fellowship.  The proposals were then reviewed by 

the Western Pacific Advisory Committee on Health Research (WPACHR).  The Advisory 

Committee’s assessment will be used by the Regional Committee to select three proposals.  These 

proposals will be submitted to the Selection Panel accompanied by WPACHR’s assessment and the 

Regional Committee’s comments. 

The Selection Panel will meet in January 2002 and make a recommendation to the 109th 

session of the Executive Board, with whom the final decision rests. 

A medal will be presented to the successful candidate at the World Health Assembly 

following the satisfactory completion of the research project. 
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2.  ACTION PROPOSED 

Seven proposals were received from the Region for consideration.  They were reviewed, 

assessed and ranked according to their scores by the WPACHR.  A summary of WPACHR’s findings 

will be distributed as an information document. 

The proposals must now be considered by the Regional Committee, which will select three 

for submission to the Selection Panel. 


