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TWENTY-FIRST WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY

Agenda item 3.8.1

FINANCIAL REPORT ON THE ACCOUNTS OF WHO FOR 1967, REPORT OF THE EXTERNAL 
AUDITOR AND COMMENTS THEREON BY THE AD HOC COMMITTEE OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD

First Report of the Ad Hoc Committee of the Executive Board

1. At its forty-first session, the Executive Board, in resolution EB41.R34,1 established an
Ad Hoc Committee consisting of Dr K. N. Rao, Dr D. D. Venediktov and Dr M. P. Otolorin to 
consider the Financial Report on the accounts of the Organization for 1967 and the Report of 
the External Auditor and, in accordance with Financial Regulation 12.4, to submit to the 
Twenty-first World Health Assembly, on behalf of the Board, such comments as it deemed necessary.

2. The Committee met on 6 May 1968 in the Palais des Nations; Dr Rao was elected Chairman.

3. The Committee reviewed the Financial Report of the Director-General in detail and the 
Report of the External Auditor, which is his first report since his appointment by the World 
Health Assembly in 1966, and the Committee received full explanations on the various points 
raised by its members.

3.1 In paragraph 4 of his report, the External Auditor had indicated that a letter dealing 
with certain questions resulting from the audit had been addressed to the Assistant Director- 
General responsible for Administration and Finance. The Committee had before it the contents 
of this letter which referred to one item for general review by the Organization and to another 
concerning the International Agency for Research on Cancer, and noted with satisfaction that 
appropriate action was being taken.

3.2 The Committee noted that during 1967 the Organization had obligated $ 51 339 664 or 
98.59 per cent, of the effective working budget. As only 95.76 per cent, of the contributions 
for 1967 had been collected at 31 December 1967 there was at that date a cash deficit of
$ 1 275 289 which had been met by an advance from the Working Capital Fund, Since 
1 January 1968 contributions relating to 1967 in the amount of $ 940 486 had been received 
by 30 April 1968. The balance of $ 334 803 will be repaid to the Working Capital Fund as 
and when further contributions in respect of 1967 are received.

3.3 The Committee was informed that the cost of the headquarters temporary building had 
remained within the original cost estimates. As at 30 April 1968, the total obligations 
incurred amount to $ 390 520, leaving an amount unobligated of $ 9480 within the authorized 
amount of $ 400 000.

3.4 In reviewing Part II of the Financial Report the Committee noted that obligations incurred 
in respect of project costs under the Technical Assistance component of the United Nations 
Development Programme during 1967, which year constituted the first of a programme biennium, 
amount to $ 6 977 770, as compared with $ 6 817 651 for 1965, the first year of the previous

1 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org., 165, 18.
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biennium. In this connexion, reference was made to Table 1 on page 7 of Official Records 
No. 166. The Committee also took note of the fact that whereas there was some increase in 
obligations incurred during 1967 as compared to 1965, the Organization's approved programme 
represented only 14.4 per cent, of the total programme approved for the 1967/1968 biennium 
as compared to 16.3 per cent, of that for the 1965/1966 biennium.

4. Following its review of the Financial Report on the accounts of the Organization for 1967 
and the Report of the External Auditor thereon, the Committee decided to recommend to the 
Twenty-first World Health Assembly the adoption of the following resolution;

"The Twenty-first World Health Assembly,

Having examined the Financial Report of the Director-General for the period 
1 January to 31 December 1967 and the Report of the External Auditor for the same financial 
period, as contained in Official Records No. 167; and

Having considered the report of the Ad Hoc Committee of the Executive Board on its 
examination of these reports,

ACCEPTS the Director-General's Financial Report and the Report of the External 
Auditor for the financial year 1967."


