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CONFIRMATION OF THE SELECTION 
OF THE COUNTRY OR REGION IN WHICH 
THE TWENTY-SECOND WORLD HEALTH 

ASSEMBLY WILL BE HELD (Article 14)

Report by the Director-General

1. By resolution WHA19.9,1 the Nineteenth World Health Assembly accepted the invitation of 
the Government of the United States of America for the holding of the Twenty-second World 
Health Assembly in Boston, Massachusetts, "subject to the conclusion of an appropriate 
agreement with the Government of the United States of America in accordance with the terms 
of resolution EB31.R40^ and to the conclusion of the necessary practical arrangements; and 
further subject to confirmation, pursuant to the provisions of Articles 14 and 15^ of the 
WHO Constitution, by the Twenty-first World Health Assembly and by the Executive Board with 
respect to the country, place and date of the session." The Nineteenth World Health 
Assembly also requested the Director-General to report further to the Twenty-first World 
Health Assembly and the Executive Board session which follows.

2. Representatives of the Director-General have had numerous conversations with the 
officials of the Government of the United States of America and the authorities of the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts and the City of Boston regarding the arrangements for the 
Twenty-second World Health Assembly and visits to Boston have been made for the purpose of 
examining in detail the arrangements which would be possible. From these explorations, it 
is clear that adequate physical facilities for the holding of a Health Assembly exist in 
Boston and can be made available to the World Health Organization for this purpose. They 
will not be available, however, in time to permit the opening of the Assembly on 1 July 1969 
as originally envisaged by the Executive Board in its resolution EB38/R15.1 As reported to 
the.Executive Board at its forty-first session, the Assembly could be convened on 7 July 1969.

3. The consultations further indicated that all other necessary arrangements for the 
holding of the Assembly and the session of the Executive Board immediately following it in 
Boston can be made, subject to the provision of the necessary funds to cover the additional 
costs involved. The draft text of the agreement and exchange of letters covering the 
administrative and financial arrangements and status of the Organization have been agreed, 
except for the insertion of certain quantitative details which can only be fixed on the basis 
of further detailed consultation.

1 Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 9th ed., p. 237.
2 Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 9th ed., p. 231.

Basic Documents, 19th ed., p. 5.



A21/AFL/14
page 2

4. The Director-General, therefore, is able to report that subject to the qualifications 
referred to in paragraph 3 above, there is every indication that the requisites for holding 
the Assembly in Boston, Massachusetts, can be provided and the Assembly may, therefore, wish 
to consider adopting the following resolution.

"The Twenty-first World Health Assembly,

Considering resolution EB41.R31* concerning the arrangements for the Twenty- 
second World Health Assembly and the Executive Board which follows;

2Having noted the report of the Director-General ; and
3Having regard to Article 14 of the Constitution of the World Health 

Organization,

1. EXPRESSES its appreciation for the invitation extended by the Government of 
the United States of America that the Twenty-second World Health Assembly and the 
session of the Executive Board which follows be held in the United States of 
America ;

2. ACCEPTS this invitation and selects the United States of America as the 
country in which the Twenty-second World Health Assembly shall be held in 1969, 
subject to confirmation of the necessary undertakings by the Government of the 
United States.

3. REQUESTS the Director-General to enter into the appropriate arrangements 
with the Government of the United States of America in connexion with the 
convening of both the Twenty-second World Health Assembly and the session of the 
Executive Board which follows, which arrangements shall confirm:

(a) that the Government of the United States of America will bear the 
additional costs incurred by and on behalf of the Organization in the holding 
of these sessions outside headquarters;

(b) that there shall be placed at the disposal of the Organization the 
premises, installations, equipment, services and generally all facilities which 
the Director-General may deem necessary for the holding of sessions of both the 
Assembly and the Executive Board;

(c) that in accordance with the déclaration of the representatives of the 
United States of America, the Organizations shall enjoy ample facilities to permit 
the successful conduct of the sessions of the Assembly and of the Executive Board 
which follows;

1 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org., 165, 17.
2 Document A21/AFL/14.
3 Basic Documents, 19th ed., p. 5.
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4 . DECIDES that, should the Government of the United States of America, f o r  
any reason, be unable to confirm the necessary undertakings for the holding o f  
the Twenty-second World Health Assembly in Boston, the Assembly shall be held 
in Geneva, Switzerland.

5. REQUESTS the Director-General to inform the Executive Board and Member States 
at the earliest practical moment of the outcome of his further consultations with 
representatives of the Government of the United States of America and the resulting 
conclusion as to the place of the Twenty-second World Health Assembly."


