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1. Background information

1.1 The Twentieth World Health Assembly, in its resolution WHA20.20 "invites the Director- 
General to submit to the Executive Board and to the Twenty-first World Health Assembly a 
report on the progress made" on the inter-agency consultations on the implementation of all 
those recommendations of the Ad Hoc Committee of Experts to Examine the Finances of the 
United Nations and the Specialized Agencies requiring concerted action with other 
organizations, as well as on implementation in WHO of recommendations of the Ad Hoc 
Committee.1

1.2 The Director-General reported to the Executive Board at its forty-first session on
co-ordination with the United Nations, the specialized agencies and the International Atomic
Energy Agency on administrative, budgetary and financial m a t t e r s ,  ̂ including t h e  progressr>made in implementing the recommendations in the second report of the Ad Hoc Committee.
After having considered the reports, the Executive Board adopted resolutions EB41.R6^ and 
EB41.R40.5

1.3 As will be seen from resolution EB41.R40, the Board noted that 16 of the recommendations 
of the Ad Hoc Committee are either not directed to, or do not require action by, the World 
Health Organization. It considered that 25 recommendations of the Ad Hoc Committee are 
already fully in operation in WHO, and that one recommendation is- partly in operation, 
pending a more precise definition of certain terms in this recommendation. With regard to 
four recommendations, the Board decided to maintain for the time being certain practices 
which had been developed to meet the special needs of the World Health Organization; the 
Board also requested the Director-General to continue to co-operate in the further inter
agency study of four recommendations and noted that two other recommendations would be dealt 
with by the Twenty-first World Health Assembly (under item 3.4 of its provisional agenda).
The Board also decided to review one recommendation at its first session in 1970 and 
expressed its interest in a report on another recommendation which the Director-General will 
make to the Executive Board at its forty-third session.

1 Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 9th ed., pp. 412-413.
Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org. ,, 165, Annex 13
Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org. ,, 165, Annex 11
Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org. ,, 165, 6.

5 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org., 165, 20.
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2. Standardization of budgetary and financial matters

2.1 Among the recommendations of the Ad Hoc Committee were several dealing with standardiza
tion of budgetary and financial matters. The Consultative Committee on Administrative 
Questions (CCAQ) of the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination (ACC) decided to consider 
first the standardization of nomenclature of budgetary and financial terms. At its twenty- 
ninth session in March 1968, considerable progress was made in reaching agreement on nomen
clature; the Committee agreed 71 terms and definitions in English, which are being translated 
into French, and subsequently into Russian and Spanish. An additional list of terms and 
definitions will be considered later this year.

2.2 Although some organizations may not be in a position to put all the agreed definitions 
into practice in the near future, because of changes that might be required in their Financial 
Regulations, an important step has been taken towards the standardization on which such 
emphasis was placed by the Ad Hoc Committee. The ACC and its CCAQ regard it as most 
important that efforts continue to be made to reach agreement on the standardization of 
additional budgetary and financial terms.

2.3 The increasing emphasis on co-ordination in budgetary and financial matters has led the 
ACC to revise the working arrangements of the CCAQ. That Committee will now give greater 
attention, on a more continuing basis, to budgetary and financial questions, and is to be 
provided with a second full-time officer to carry out preparatory studies which can be 
expected to facilitate inter-organization agreement on these and other questions.

3. ACC Report to the Economic and Social Council on Expenditures of the United Nations 
system in relation to programmes

3.1 As requested by the Economic and Social Council, CCAQ at its twenty-ninth session 
considered methods of improving and reformulating the present breakdown and classification 
of expenditures provided in the report on expenditures of the United Nations system in 
relation to programmes submitted annually to the Council by the ACC.

3.2 On the basis of recommendations of the CCAQ, the ACC at its April 1968 session decided 
to introduce certain revisions in the tabular material which would be included in its 1968 
report to the Council. It is hoped that these changes would give the Council a clearer 
picture of the position. The ACC will be prepared to consider a more extensive revision of 
the report if the Council gives a clear indication of the purposes the report is to serve 
and the type of breakdown it would wish to have.

3.3 The ACC also agreed that organizations who so wished could prepare individual tables
with explanatory notes giving a picture of their own programmes of activity and their costs,
to be submitted to the Council as an addendum to the ACC's report. WHO has submitted such
individual tables on its own activities in the same format as presented to the Executive

1 2 Board at its forty-first session. The Board in resolution EB41.R42 recommended to the
Twenty-first World Health Assembly that it request the Director-General to include such tables
in his proposed programme and budget estimates for 1970.

4. Co-operation in the use of computers

4.1 WHO ordered a third-generation computer in December 1964; all organizations in the 
United Nations system were informed by a letter dated 29 December 1964 that it was the policy 
of WHO to place its computer facilities at the disposal of those organizations whose location 
and potential computer applications made such a course practicable. Since then, five

1 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org., 165, Annex 12.
2 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org., 165, 21.
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organizations have negotiated agreements to use the WHO computer and are now using it; con
sultations are in progress with another organization, which is studying whether it needs the 
WHO computer facilities.

4.2 The United Nations Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions (ACABQ) 
has for some time urged that organizations in the United Nations system arrange for co
ordination and co-operation in the use of computer installations. In its twelfth report to 
the General Assembly at its twenty-second session, the ACABQ "commends the idea of a computer 
users' committee at Geneva to all concerned, and trusts that ACC will give the matter its 
early attention".1

4.3 The ACC, at its session on 4-5 April 1968, considered the question of co-operation in 
the use of computers in the light of the views expressed by the ACABQ. The ACC indicated 
its appreciation of the renewed offer, by the Executive Board of WHO,̂  to provide other 
interested agencies in Geneva with access to the WHO data-processing equipment and expressed 
its confidence that advantage will be taken of it where this is considered feasible by the 
organizations concerned.

4.4 The ACC also decided that, as recommended by ACABQ, a computer users' committee should 
be established. The committee would, however, comprise representatives not only of all 
Geneva-based organizations, but also of other interested organizations in the United Nations 
system. It would meet as often as necessary and its functions would be twofold: (1) to deal 
with questions concerning the use of computers in Geneva; and (2) to develop inter
organization co-ordination and co-operation in matters of general concern regarding computers.

5. Co-ordination in the use of language staff

5.1 The United Nations and specialized agencies with headquarters in Europe have recently 
established a pool of interpreter trainees with a view to augmenting the supply of well- 
qualified interpreters to fill the anticipated needs of the organizations in the coming years. 
The trainees are engaged by the United Nations and are given training and work experience by 
the several organizations, each reimbursing the United Nations to the extent of the services 
which it obtains from the pool. The arrangement has been undertaken initially on the basis 
of a two-year experimental period. The organizations look upon this as a first step in what 
is hoped will be improved co-ordination in the use of language staff in general.

6. Co-ordination in the grading of posts

6.1 As a result of an initiative by the International Civil Service Advisory Board, the 
organizations using the Common System of Salaries and Allowances have been giving increased 
attention to the development of common practices in the grading of secretariat posts. Two 
years ago, the organizations jointly engaged the services of two short-term consultant experts 
in position classification to draw up common standards for the grading of certain categories 
of posts common to all the organizations. Within the past year, the organizations have re
engaged one of these experts on a two-year term to refine the common standards and to develop 
additional standards for other categories common to the several organizations. This 
consultant has also been assisting the individual organizations in the development of over
all post classification plans consistent with the common standards.

6.2 The WHO post classification plan, which was established at the inception of the 
Organization in accordance with the Staff Regulations, has provided a useful starting point 
to the consultants in the development of the common grading standards.

1 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org., 165, Annex 13, Appendix 1, paragraph 50.
2 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org., 165, 6, resolution EB41.R6.


