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In the course of its eighteenth and nineteenth meetings held on 22 May 1968, the 
Committee on Programme and Budget decided to recommend to the Twenty-first World Health 
Assembly the adoption of the attached resolutions:
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FORM OF PRESENTATION OF THE PROGRAMME AND BUDGET ESTIMATES

The Twenty-first World Health Assembly,

Having studied the report by the Director-General1 and resolution EB41.R42 of 
the Executive Board at its forty-first session on the form of presentation of the 
programme and budget estimates,

1. REQUESTS the Director-General to include in his proposed programme and budget 
estimates for 1970 an appendix providing summarized information on the main services 
provided by the Organization and the geographical distribution of services and 
assistance provided to governments; and

2. REQUESTS the Director-General to continue to study further changes which might
be considered and to report, as appropriate, to a future session of the Executive Board 
and to a future session of the Health Assembly.

Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org., 165, Annex 12.
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PHARMACEUTICAL ADVERTISING

The Twenty-first World Health Assembly,

Having considered the Director-General's report1 on Pharmaceutical Advertising;
2Having noted resolution EB41.R24 of the Executive Board on the matter;

Considering that if it is not objective, pharmaceutical advertising in whichever form is 
detrimental to the health of the public; and

Holding that the adherence to certain fundamental principles for the advertising of 
pharmaceutical products is essential,

URGES Member States to enforce the application of the ethical and scientific criteria 
for pharmaceutical advertising as annexed to this resolution.

Document A21/P&B/16.
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ANNEX

ETHICAL AND SCIENTIFIC CRITERIA FOR PHARMACEUTICAL ADVERTISING

All advertising on a drug should be truthful and reliable. It must not contain incorrect 
statements, half-truths or unverifiable assertions about the contents, effects (therapeutic as 
well as toxic) or indications of the drug or pharmaceutical speciality concerned.

Advertising to the medical and related professions

In describing the properties of a drug and its use, stress should be laid on rendering 
facts and data, whereas general statements should be avoided. Statements should be supported 
by adequate and acceptable scientific evidence. Ambiguity must be avoided. Promotional 
material should not be exaggerated or misleading.

A full description, based on current scientific knowledge, should include information on 
the producer and sponsor of the product advertised; full designation (using generic or non
proprietary names) of the nature and content of active ingredient(s) per dose; action and 
uses; dosage, form of administration, and mode of application; side effects and adverse 
reactions; precautions and contra-indications; treatment in case of poisoning; and 
references to the scientific or professional literature.

A fair balance should be maintained in presenting information on effectiveness on the 
one hand and adverse reactions and contra-indications on the other.

Advertising to the public

Advertisements to the public should not be permitted for prescription drugs, for the 
treatment of certain diseases and conditions which can be treated only by a doctor and of 
which certain countries have established lists, or in a form which brings about fear or 
distress, or which declares specific remedies to be infallible, or suggests that they are 
recommended by members of the medical profession.



INCLUSION IN SCHEDULE I OF THE SINGLE CONVENTION ON NARCOTIC DRUGS, 1961,
OF THE FOLLOWING SUBSTANCES: AMPHETAMINE, DEXAMPHETAMINE, METHAMPHETAMINE, 

METHYLPHENIDATE, PHENMETRAZINE, PIPRADOL

The Twenty-first World Health Assembly,

Having received information concerning the increasing misuse, especially by young people, 
of central nervous system stimulants of the amphetamine type;

Considering the special problems of abuse of such stimulants, as reported by certain 
Member States;

Deeply concerned at the continuing and spreading problem posed by the abuse of psycho
tropic substances not under international control;

Recognizing the responsibilities of the World Health Organization and other competent 
organs within the framework of the United Nations in combating the very serious problems of 
drug abuse;

Recalling its resolutions adopted at the Eighteenth and Twentieth World Health Assemblies 
relating to control measures for psychotropic drugs;

Reiterating the high importance it attaches to the adoption and strict application by 
Member States of the measures of national control recommended in the aforementioned resolu
tions ;

Recognizing the need for urgent consideration of measures of international control of 
psychotropic substances,

1. NOTES that the Secretary-General of the United Nations, at the request of the 
United Nations Commission on Narcotic Drugs, has circulated to governments a questionnaire 
seeking information on existing control measures and on the need for, and nature of, national 
and international controls required for psychotropic substances;

2. NOTES further that replies from governments to the aforementioned questionnaire must 
reach the Secretary-General by 15 June 1968, so as to enable the United Nations Commission on 
Narcotic Drugs to proceed without delay in completion of a draft of an international instru
ment for control of psychotropic substances;

3. NOTES also that the Director-General of the World Health Organization is prepared to 
advise the Secretary-General of the United Nations in the elaboration of such a draft inter
national instrument, and in the identification of drugs that would be controlled thereunder;
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4. WELCOMES the action which the Commission on Narcotic Drugs is already taking and 
expresses the hope that the Commission will propose effective measures of international con
trol of psychotropic substances at its next session;

5. EXPRESSES the view that agreement should be reached as quickly as possible on effective 
international control provisions; and

6. URGES Member States to adopt the national controls earlier recommended in 
resolution WHA20.43 by the Twentieth World Health Assembly, and currently under discussion 
in the Economic and Social Council, pending the development and implementation of any 
necessary international instruments.



HEALTH ASPECTS OF POPULATION DYNAMICS

The Twenty-first World Health Assembly,

Having considered the report of the Director-General on health aspects of population 
dynamics;*-

Noting with satisfaction the development of activities in reference services, research, 
and training, and the provision of advisory services to Member States, on request, on the 
health aspects of human reproduction, of family planning, and of population dynamics within 
the context of resolutions WHA18.49, WHA19.43, and WHA20.41;

Emphasizing the concept that this programme requires the consideration of economic, 
social, cultural, psychological and health factors in their proper perspective;

Reaffirming the considerations expressed in these resolutions;

Recognizing that family planning is viewed by many Member States as an important 
component of basic health services, particularly of maternal and child health and in the 
promotion of family health and plays a role in social and economic development;

Reiterating the opinion that every family should have the opportunity of obtaining 
information and advice on problems connected with family planning including fertility and 
sterility ;

Agreeing that our understanding of numerous problems related to the health aspects of 
human reproduction, family planning and population is still limited,

1. CONGRATULATES the Director-General on the work accomplished during the year 1967;

2. APPROVES the report of the Director-General; and

3. REQUESTS the Director-General

(a) to continue to develop the programme in this field in accordance with the 
principles laid down in resolutions WHA18.49, WHA19.43 and WHA20.41 including also the 
encouragement of research on psychological factors related to the health aspects of 
reproduction ;
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(b) to continue to assist Member States upon their request in the development of their 
programmes with special reference to:

(i) the integration of family planning within basic health services without 
prejudice to the preventive and curative activities which normally are the 
responsibility of those services;

(ii) appropriate training programmes for health professionals at all levels;

(c) to analyse further the health manpower requirements for such services and the 
supervision and training needs of such manpower in actual field situations under 
specific local conditions; and

(d) to report on the progress of the programme to the Twenty-second World Health 
Assembly.


