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The World Confederation for Physical Therapy (WCPT) thanks you for the opportunity to 

address this meeting and is pleased to inform you of some of our initiatives which impact upon the 

Western Pacific Region. 

The Japanese Physical Therapy Association will host the 13th International WCPT World 

Congress from 23 to 28 May 1999 in Yokohama, Japan. The theme will be "Bridging cultures". The 

Congress will blend knowledge and ideas from all cultures, with the aim of moving physical therapy 

in to the next century as a truly international discipline, founded on science and tempered by wisdom. 

Our organization was formed in the early 19505 and despite having a major international congress 

every four years, this will be the first time such an event will be held in Asia. The organizing 

committee wants to ensure that the Congress is within the reach of all physical therapists, and is 

arranging accommodation and lodging in Buddhist temples, as well as in hotels. 

WCPT Member Organizations have mandated the Executive Committee to develop an 

international description of phsyiotherapy. A task force has been established with representatives 

from all of WCPT's five regions to complete this challenging task. Understanding how such a 

description may be used is an important prerequisite. It may be used in regulation of the profession 

as in some countries the law forbids the practice of anything which is not specifically authorized, and 

it becomes necessary to draft an exhaustive description including the scope of activities, fields of 

practice and procedures permitted. 
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A description may also be required for educational purposes. In order to set a syllabus or 

curriculum for the education of physiotherapists, educationalists and regulators have to rely on a 

concept of the profession. In the view of many countries, there is a growing political demand for 

having an agreed description of physiotherapy. In some countries, rehabilitation remains the 

prerogative of medical professions, and it has become essential for physiotherapists to have a 

description of physical therapy as an independent profession, which does not limit their practice. 

In countries where the regulations affecting the profession are being reviewed, WCPT Member 

Organizations feel the profession should be proactive in proposing an internationally recognized 

description, rather than leaving the drafting of such a description to the legislators and other influential 

professions. Many countries also feel that an international description of physiotherapy would enable 

credentialling authorities to establish whether migrants from other countries who seek to practise as 

physiotherapists are appropriately qualified. Yet, other countries want to see more prescribed 

international standards of education and practice or at least educational outcomes. 

At the Asia-Western Pacific Region level, as well as being represented on the Task Force, the 

Regional Committee has indicated support for the setting of broad standards of education for 

physiotherapists. For example, in countries where only diploma courses are available, it is 

recommended for the profession to work towards instituting a four-year degree programme with a 

specified minimum clinical education component and with a reasonable balance between biomedicine, 

behavioural science and physiotherapy. 

In issues of credentialling and recruitment, it is suggested that a three-tiered structure such as 

that employed by the Australian Examining Council for Overseas Qualified Physiotherapists may be 

worthy of consideration as we are in agreement that the development of accreditation standards is a 

difficult and protracted process. We also agree that the marketing of overseas physiotherapy 

programmes in the Asia-Western Pacific Region must be undertaken in a responsible and accountable 

fashion. It is not acceptable for individuals or institutions to market programmes in less developed 

countries that are not of a sufficiently high standard to be marketed in their home countries. 

We will be discussing further professional issues such as regulation, registration, independence 

and autonomy along with recruitment and credentialling at our next meeting in Hong Kong, China. 

This will be held at the end of October in conjunction v,.jth the Hong Kong Physiotherapy Association's 

International Congress "When east meets west". 
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In response to global rapid population agemg and as a joint endeavour in international 

cooperation, the International Institute of Ageing (lNIA), WCPT and the World Federation of 

Occupational Therapists will conduct the International short-term course for occupational therapists 

and physical therapists at INIA in Malta in early October this year. The information gained by 

participants in this course is to be disseminated back to the profession on a regional basis. 

In line with greater involvement of the profession in health promotion activities and the primary 

health care model, many countries participated in International Physiotherapy Day on 

8 September 1997. 1bis is likely to become an annual event, as the day selected is the anniversary of 

the first ever WCPT general meeting in Copenhagen in 1951. 

Mr Chairman, in conclusion, may I eA1:end an offer of help to any Member State that seeks 

assistance about physiotherapy programmes in their country. This may be about the institution of an 

undergraduate programme in the first instance, the upgrade of a diploma to a degree course, bridging 

courses, refresher, continuing education courses or postgraduate courses. Our Regional Secretariat is 

located within the national offices of the Australian Physiotherapy Association (APA) in Melbourne. 

The AP A itself has a large commitment to assisting the physiotherapy profession in developing 

countries via its International Affairs Committee. 


