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"HEALTH PROFESSIONALS SHOULD NOT 

WAIT TO BE INVITED INTO DISCUSSIONS 

ON SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT. THEY 

MUST INVITE THEMSELVES." 

Ronald Labonte, "Eronology: integrating health and sustainable 

development", Heakh PromOlion JIlUmQUoIUll vol. 6, 00.2, 1991, 

Oxford University Press. 
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THE 1992 TECHNICAL DISCUSSIONS 

Introduction 

In the twenty-first century almost half the world's 
population will be living in large cities. 

In the Western Pacific Region, it is not simply 
the extent of urbanization that causes concern but the 
speed with which it is taking place. Usually, rapid 
urbanization causes the demand for facilities and· 
services to exceed available resources. Much of this 
urban population lives in developing countries whose 
squatter settlements have grown tremendously in recent 
years. 

Common problems found in expanding cities 
include deteriorating infrastructures, environmental 
degradation and expanding slum areas. Initiatives such 
as the healthy cities projects in Europe have targeted 
urban areas of industrialized nations. In the Western 
Pacific Region, where the majority of the target cities 
are in developing countries, somewhat different 
approaches may be required. None the less, the 
involvement of cities in developed countries continues 
to be important, both for dealing with their own urban 
health problems and for sharing their experience with 
others. 



A working group on the integration of 
environmental health into planning for urban 
development met in Kuala Lumpur in February and 
March 1991. It concluded that the physical 
environment, lifestyles, health care services and public 
policy are the four main component parts of a 
comprehensive urban health strategy. Other related 
meetings were held throughout the year focusing on 
health and environment and urban health development. 
The outcomes of these meetings reinforced the 
conclusions of the Kuala Lumpur Working Group and 
led to the delineation of an urban health development 
framework. In September 1991 the Regional 
Committee decided that the time was ripe for technical 
discussions on this subject. 



The 1992 Technical Discwsions 

* will take place 
Hong Kong, in 
11 September. 

at the Grand Hyatt Hotel, 
the afternoon of Friday, 

All representatives and observers at the forty-third 
session of the Regional Committee for the Western 
Pacific are invited to attend the Technical Discussions. 

Moderator 

The Moderator of the Technical Discussions will 
be appointed by the Regional Committee at its first 
meeting in the afternoon of Monday, 7 September. 

Background Documentation 

A paper entitled "Technical discussions on a 
healthy urban environment" will serve as the 
background document to the 1992 Technical 
Discussions. 



Arrangements for the 1992 Technical Discussions 

Pursuant to resolution WPR/RC42.RI4, the subject 
for the Technical Discussions in conjunction with the 
forty-third session of the Regional Committee will be 
"Healthy urban environment". 

are: 
The objectives of this year's Technical Discussions 

(1) to highlight the priority urban health issues 
with which WHO should be involved; 

(2) to assess the proposed framework for dealing 
with priority issues; 

(3) to identify specific courses of action to be 
taken by WHO and Member States over the next 12 
months. 

After a brief introduction by the Moderator, the 
Secretariat will present a report on the subject. This will be 
followed by a general discussion based on the experience of 
Member States on issues raised by the background paper. 


