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1. ADDRESS BY THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL 

The CHAIRMAN welcomed participants and expressed a particularly 
warm welcome on their behalf to the Director-General, whom he invited 
to address the meeting. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL delivered his address (see Annex 1). 

2. CONSIDERATION OF DRAFT RESOLUTIONS 

The Committee considered the following draft resolutions: 

2.1 Develo ment of health research 
Document WPR/RC38/Conf. Paper No. 7 Rev.1) 

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted without comment (see 
resolution WPR/RC38.R9). 

2.2 Drug supply management in the South Pacific 
(Document WPR/RC38/Conf. Paper No. 10 Rev.1) 

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted without comment (see 
resolution WPR/RC38.R10). 

2.3 Communication and health (Document WPR/RC38/Conf. Paper No. 12) 

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted without comment (see 
resolution WPR/RC38.R11). 

2.4 International Drinking Water Supply and Sanitation Decade 
(Document WPR/RC38/Conf. Paper No. 13) 

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted without comment (see 
resolution WPR/RC38.R12). 

2.5 Programme budget for 1988-1989: Contingency plan for reductions 
(Document WPR/RC38/Conf. Paper No. 14) 

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted without comment (see 
resolution WPR/RC38.R13). 

2.6 Management of WHO's resources 
(Document WPR/RC38/Conf. Paper No. 15) 

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted without comment (see 
resolution WPR/RC38.R14). 

Membership of the Sub-Committee on Programmes and Technical 
Cooperation (Document WPR/RC38/Conf. Paper No. 16) 

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted without comment (see 
resolution WPR/RC38.R15). 
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2.8 Traditional medicine (Document WPR/RC38/Conf. Paper No. 17) 

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted without comment (see 
resolution WPR/RC38.R16). 

2.9 WHO's public image (Document WPR/RC38/Conf. Paper No. 18) 

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted without comment {see 
resolution WPR/RC38.R17). 

3. SELECTION OF TOPIC FOR THE TECHNICAL DISCUSSIONS IN CONJUNCTION 
WITH THE THIRTY-NINTH SESSION OF THE REGIONAL COMMITTEE: Item 
24 of the Agenda (Document WPR/RC38/20) 

The REGIONAL DIRECTOR said that that afternoon, after the 
closure of the session, the Technical Discussions would be held on 
the topic chosen the previous year: "Informatics technology and 
health management". 

In the meantime, the Committee needed to select a topic for the 
discussions in 1988. Document WPR/RC38/20 contained three proposals 
but the Committee was free to propose alternative topics. 

The subject of the Technical Discussions at the Forty-first 
World Health Assembly in 1988 would be "Leadership development for 
health for all". 

Dr SUNG WOO LEE (Republic of Korea) proposed that they select 
the third topic: "Technology transfer in the health field 11 • Work on 
the subject had already been in progress for a long time and a hi
regional conference on the topic had been held in Tokyo in July 
1987. They would therefore have a large body of information 
available on which to base their discussions. 

Mr TAGUIWALO (Philippines) supported the proposal made b,y the 
representative of the Republic of Korea. He also wished to suggest 
as a topic for the Technical Discussions at a future session of the 
Regional Committee the status, needs and prospects of professional 
health administrators as providers of leadership for health for all. 
Surveys of the attitudes, tasks and status of that core group in 
different countries of the Region would provide information for their 
discussions. 

Dr TAPA (Tonga) also said that technology transfer would be a 
suitable topic for their discussions but wondered whether some 
emphasis could not be laid on its financial aspects. 

The REGIONAL DIRECTOR said that the Bi-regional Conference on 
Technology Transfer in the Health Field, held in Tokyo that year, had 
stressed the service aspects of technology. They would certainly 
take into consideration the suggestion made b,y the representative of 
the Philippines and would cover the development of management and 
leadership skills. Emphasis would also be laid on the financial 
aspects of technology transfer, as the representative of Tonga had 
proposed. 



220 REGIONAL COMMITTEE: THIRTY-EIGHTH SESSION 

Dr THONG (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland) 
proposed the second topic: Adolescent health, which was more relevant 
to the problems faced in Hong Kong, where increasing urbanization and 
industrialization and the consequent stress or social and ecological 
changes had had a deleterious effect on the physical and mental 
health of adolescents. The subject had been relatively neglected in 
the past despite the fact that adolescence was the most vulnerable 
phase or life. 

Dr REILLY (Papua New Guinea) agreed with the representative of 
the United Kingdom that adolescent health was an important topic, 
especially in developing countries. One aspect that was increasing 
in importance in the Western Pacific Region was the number or very 
young women who were becoming pregnant. Discussion of that topic 
would probably be of more practical use to Member States than 
discussion of technology transfer. 

Dr NAKATANI (Japan) said that he thought that the topic planned 
for the Technical Discussions at the Health Assembly in 1989 was 
adolescent health, and he sought confirmation or that from the 
Regional Director. 

The REGIONAL DIRECTOR recalled that the Executive Board had 
discussed whether adolescent health should, in fact, be included as a 
separate programme in the Eighth General Programme of Work, and 
agreed that it was an important issue for both developed and 
developing countries. He suggested that, if it was not chosen as the 
topic for Technical Discussions, it could be included as a formal 
agenda item for the next session of the Regional Committee. He noted 
that topics chosen for the Technical Discussions were generally 
matters that were not entirely covered in WHO's programmes. The 
Technical Discussions permitted representatives to discuss ideas 
freely, to make proposals for action, and to raise new issues and 
problems. 

Dr DE SOUZA (Australia) said that, as far as he recollected, the 
representative of Japan was correct in thinking that adolescent 
health would be the topic for the Technical Discussions at the Health 
Assembly in 1989. 

Dr LIU HAILIN (China) said that the Technical Discussions 
provided an excellent opportunity for discussion of matters of common 
interest and for exchange of experiences. All the topics proposed in 
document WPR/RC38/20 were of interest. Discussions at the Bi
regional Conference on Technology Transfer in the Health Field in 
1987 and the WHO-sponsored Working Group on .International Cooperation 
in Technology Transfer in the Health Field had been most useful. The 
appropriate use and transfer of technologies was an important subject 
essential for the achievement of health-for-all, and he supported the 
choice or that proposal as the topic for the Technical Discussions. 

The REGIONAL DIRECTOR confirmed that the topic for the Technical 
Discussions at the Forty-second World Health Assembly in 1989 would 
be 'The Health of Youth'. 
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Dr SUNG WOO LEE (Republic of Korea) noted that various 
representatives had expressed support for the two topics 'Adolescent 
health' and 'Technology transfer in the health field', and suggested 
that the matter be put to the vote. 

Dr TAPA (Tonga) noted that almost all decisions b,y the Regional 
Committee had been taken b,y consensus. He agreed that adolescent 
health was an important topic, and suggested that it be included as 
an agenda item for the next session of the Regional Committee, rather 
than as the topic for the Technical Discussions. 

Dr THONG (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland) 
said that the proposal of the representative of Tonga was acceptable 
to him. 

Dr SUNG WOO LEE (Republic of Korea) withdrew his proposal that 
the matter be put to the vote. 

In the absence of further comments, the CHAIRMAN asked the 
Rapporteurs to prepare an appropriate draft resolution. (For 
consideration of the draft resolution, see section 6.1). 

4. TIME AND PLACE OF THE THIRTY-NINTH AND FORTIETH SESSIONS OF THE 
REGIONAL COMMITTEE: Item 25 of the Agenda 

The REGIONAL DIRECTOR suggested that the thirty-ninth session 
of the Regional Committee should be held from 12 to 16 September 
1988 with a view to ensuring that the dates of the six regional 
committees overlapped as little as possible, thereby enabling the 
Director-General to attend at least part of them all. Concerning the 
venue of the fortieth session, since the thirty-ninth session would 
be held in Manila, an invitation could be extended to hold the 
fortieth session outside regional headquarters. 

If no invitation was forthcoming, the fortieth session would be 
held in Manila. 

In the absence of further comments, the CHAIRMAN asked the 
Rapporteurs to prepare an appropriate draft resolution. (For 
consideration of the draft resolution, see section 6.2). 

5. STATEMENTS BY REPRESENTATIVES OF THE UNITED NATIONS, THE 
SPECIALIZED AGENCIES, INTERGOVERNMENTAL AND NONGOVERNMENTAL 
ORGANIZATIONS IN OFFICIAL RELATIONS WITH WHO: Item 26 of the 
Agenda 

At the invitation of the CHAIRMAN, statements were presented by 
the following: 

United Nations Children's Fund 
International Council on Alcohol and Addictions 
International Association of Cancer Registries 
World Organization of National Colleges, Academies and Academic 

Associations of General Practitioners/Family Physicians 
The International Leprosy Association 
International Commission on Occupational Health 
International Pediatric Association. 
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The CHAIRMAN acknowledged statements received for circulation to 
Member States from the following: 

South Pacific Commission 
International Union for Health Education 
International Federation of Oto-Rhino-Laryngological Societies. 

6. CONSIDERATION OF DRAFT RESOLUTIONS {resumed) 

The Committee considered the following draft resolutions: 

6.1 Technical Discussions (Document WPR/RC38/Conf. Paper No. 19) 

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted without comment (see 
resolution WPR/RC38.R18). 

6.2 Thirt -ninth and fortieth sessions of the Re ional Committee 
Document WPR/RC38/Conf. Paper No. 20 

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted without comment (see 
resolution WPR/RCJ8.R19). 

7. RESOLUTION OF APPRECIATION 

Dr WEINSTEIN (United States of America) presented a draft 
resolution of appreciation. 

Dr REILLY (Papua New Guinea), Dr DE SOUZA (Australia), 
Dr CHRISTMAS (New Zealand) and Dr NAKATANI (Japan) warmly supported 
the draft resolution and expression of appreciation. 

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted by acclamation (see 
resolution WPR/RCJ8.R20). 

8. CLOSURE OF THE SESSION 

The CHAIRMAN thanked representatives for their cooperation and 
declared the thirty-eighth session of the Regional Committee closed. 

The meeting closed at 11.50 a.m. 




