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1. INTRODUCTION 

To perpetuate the memory of Professor Jacques Parisot, former 
President of the World Health Assembly, Madame Parisot informed the 
Director-General that she wished to establish a foundation in 
Switzerland. Endowed with an initial capital of 50 000 Swiss francs, 
its purpose was to arrange a lecture on a scientific subject during 
a session of the World Health Assembly, whenever the accumulated 
interest on the capital became sufficient. 

A Deed of Foundation and Implementing Regulations were drawn up, 
and in resolution EB43.R3S1 the Executive Board in 1969 approved the 
establishment of the Jacques Parisot Foundation Committee. 

The Foundation Committee is composed of five members, who are 
elected by the Executive Board of the World Health Organization from 
among its members for a period not exceeding the duration of their 
terms of office on the Executive Board. 

Lectures were given each year from 1969 to 1975: 1969 (Professor 
R. Dubos, France), 1970 (Sir John Charles, United Kingdom), 1971 (Dr T.A. 
Lambo, Nigeria), 1972 (Professor A. Hurtado, Peru), 1973 (Professor M.V. 
Volkov, USSR), 1974 (Professor J. Hamburger, France) and 1975 (Professor 
V. Ramalingaswami, India). 

In January 1975, the members of the Jacques Parisot Foundation 
Committee expressed the view that the lecture no longer seemed to be 
achieving the founder's purpose. Former colleagues and friends of 
Professor Parisot suggested that the Committee adopt a different 
procedure by awarding a research fellowship in social medicine or 
public health, fields which had been of special interest to Professor 
Parisot. The fellowship would be awarded every other year (to ensure 
it was adequately financed) to a person to be chosen by the Foundation 
Committee from three candidates proposed by one of the WHO regional 

1 
WHO Handbook of Resolutions and DeCisions, Vol. I, 1973, p. 565. 
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committees. Each regional committee would take it in turn to submit 
its candidates so as to avoid any competition between the regional 
committees. Before coming to a decision, the Foundation Committee 
would have before it the views of the relevant Regional Advisory 
Committee on Medical Research regarding the three research subjects 
proposed by the three candidates put forward by the regional committee 
concerned. The Foundation Committee later decided that the first 
fellowship should be awarded in 1977 and the second in 1978, since 
the Foundation had sufficient funds for two consecutive years. 

The Foundation's fellowship and medal would be presented to the 
fellow himself or to a member of his country's delegation at a World 
Health Assembly. 

The Foundation Committee subsequently drew lots to determine 
the order in which the regions were to choose the candidates for the 
research fellowship, which proved to be as follows: Eastern Mediter
ranean, Western Pacific, the Americas, Africa, South-East Asia and 
Europe. The Regional Committee for the Eastern Mediterranean selected, 
in 1976, the candidate for the first fellowship, to be awarded in 1977. 

2. ACTION TO BE TAKEN 

During the twenty-eighth session, the Regional Committee for the 
Western Pacific is expected to select three candidates for the award of 
the second Jacques Parisot fellowship, whose names and background, 
together with information on the subjects proposed for research will be 
communicated to the Western Pacific Regional Advisory Committee for 
Medical Research (RACMR) so that it may make recommendations to the 
Jacques Parisot Foundation Committee on the most suitable candidate to 
be selected. 

Member States of the Region were invited, by the Regional Director's 
letter dated 6 July 1977, to nominate suitable candidates for the 
fellowship. 

Annex 1 contains the calendar of events in connexion with the award 
of the fellowship. A list of the candidates submitted by Member States 
in the Region will be issued as document WPR/RC28/S Add.l. 
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ANNEX 1 

CALENDAR FOR THE AWARD OF THE SECOND FELLOWSHIP 

May 1977 

June 1977 

September 1977 

September 1977 

by 15 Dec. 1977 
latest 

January 1978 

February 1978 

Feb/March 1978 

March 1979 

May 1979 

- Meeting of Foundation Committee to record the 
award of the first fellowship and to proceed 
with the award of the second with the next 
Region, the Western Pacific (WPR) •. 

- Letter to Dr ny, Regional Director, WPRO. 

- Regional Committee meeting at which three 
candidates will be selected for submission to 
Foundation Committee. 

- WPRO informs Secretary of Foundation Committee 
on candidates selected by Regional Committee. 

- Regional ACMR makes recommendation and WPRO 
informs accordingly Secretary of Foundation 
Committee. 

- M~~ting of the Foundation Committee when the 
Iellow will be chosen from the three candidates. 

- Regional Director, WPRO informed of Committee's 
decision. 

- Transfer of sum of approximately US $5000 to 
an account in WPRO for the fellowship. 

- Fellow starts his research. 

- Research work presented by Fellow to Regional 
Director, WPRO, who transmits it to the Secretary 
of the Foundation Committee with his appraisal. 

- Third-second World Health Assembly: Fellow 
presents report of his research and receives the 
Jacques Parisot medal. (In his absence, a member 
of his country's delegation will represent him). 

- Director-General will decide whether or not to 
publish the Fellow's report in a WHO publication. 


