
WORLD HEALTH 
ORGANIZATION 

ORGANISATION MONDIALE 
DE LA SANTE 

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR THE WESTERN PACIFIC 

BUREAU R~GIONAL DU PACIFIQUE OCCIDENTAL 

REGIONAL COMMITTEE 

Thirty-eighth session 
Beijing 
8-14 September 1987 

WPR/RC.38/DIV/.3 
8 September 1987 

ORIGINAL: ENGLISH 

ADDRESS BY THE REGIONAL DIRECTOR AT THE OPENING CEREMONY 
OF THE THIRTY-EIGHTH SESSION OF THE REGIONAL COMMITTEE 

Beijing, 8-14 September 1987 

Mr Chairman, Your Excellencies, Distinguished Representatives, Ladies 
and Gentlemen, 

On behalf of the World Health Organization, I wish to express 
sincere thanks to our gracious hosts, the Government and people of 
the People's Republic of China, for their warm welcome on this 
auspicious occasion. 

Fifteen years have elapsed since China resumed its rightful 
place by entering into cooperation with WHO. During that time, 
particularly in the past decade, our relationship has been fruitful 
and has grown steadily closer as we march together towards the 
achievement of health for all by the year 2000 based on primary 
health care, which in China has been developed well before the 
worldwide movement. 

There is a tradition in this part of the world of maintaining 
those of the old ways that are good, while adding and putting into 
effect new knowledge; a continuous, evolving and flexible process. 
Because of its experience in living this tradition, China has had an 
enormous influence on the development of WHO's programme, not only 
throughout the Western Pacific Region and the South-East Asian Region 
but also in other parts of the world. An important component of the 
"four modernizations" is health. And it is a measure of the success 
of China's achievements in this respect that modern, scientific 
health care is now accessible and affordable to over one thousand 
million Chinese. With such accumulated experience, China is working 
to the mutual benefit of all Member States, in such areas as human 
resources development and the development and transfer of 
technology, all based on primary health care. The country's success 
i n traditional medicine has also significantly contributed to the 
health of the people, and its efforts to integrate western and 
traditional 'medicine are of great importance. 


