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At the twenty-eighth session of the Regional Committee in 1977 
the following resolution which concerned changing trends in training, 
was adopted. l 

"The Regional Committee, 

Having reviewed the report presented by the Government 
of New Zealand; 

Considering that the subject of training encompasses 
many components, important among which is the application 
of recent knowledge in educational planning and technology 
to the training process; 

Recognizing that improvement of many aspects of the 
WHQ fellowship programme, such as the selection of the 
most appropriate candidates to follow the most appropriate 
programmes, the utilization of those candidates on completion 
of their studies, and their retention within their own 
countries (guidelines already existing for the WHO fellowship 
programme), lies within the administrative machinery of the 
countries themselves; 

1. URGES Member States to accept their full responsibilities 
in rendering the WHO fellowship programme more effective and 
to give high priority to implementing the above-mentioned 
improvements; 

2. REQUESTS the Regional Director to convene a meeting at a 
suitable time and place in 1978 or early 1979 to discuss the 
scope of concerted regional cooperation in these aspects of 
health manpower development, to be attended by senior representatives 
from Member States, with decision-making powers within their national 
health administrations." 

lsee resolution WPR/RC28.Rl6, Ha-qdbook of Resolutions and Decisions 
of the WHO Regional Committee for the Western Pacific, Volume II, 1978, 
page 27. 
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The meeting which the Regional Committee requested the Regional 
Director to convene took the form of a conference on regional 
cooperation in the ~~O fellowship programme which was held in Manila 
from 6 to 12 February 1979. 

During the twenty-ninth session of the Regional Committee, the 
Regional Director stated that the action and discussions at national 
level which would follow the Conference would make a valuable contributi~n , 
to the global study of health serv'ices and manpower development and that' 
a report would be presented to the Regional Committee at the thirtieth 
session. 

2. ACTION TAKEN 

The objectives of the Conference were to: 

(1) review the present procedures followed by governments 
in the selection of fellows, the selection of programmes 
of study for fellows, and the evaluation of fellowships, 
including utilization of the fel10ws on their return home; 

(2) revietol the arrangements made at present by host governments 
for establishing and implementing the training programmes 
requested; 

(3) identify deficiencies in (1) and (2) above; 

(4) recommend improvements compatible with the WHO programme budget 
procedures and acceptable to both host and originating 
governments. 

Twenty-five senior health officials from 21 countries or areas 
of the Region attended the Conference. 

The Secretariat included staff members from three WHO Regions 
in addition to staff members from the Western Pacific Region and a 
consultant. 

The report of the Conference was sent to Member States. It 
includes a summary of the discussions and a series of recommendations 
grouped into five major categories: 

I. Action to improve planning and selection mechanisms in 
support of the fellowship programme at country level; 

II. Action on certain administrative matters involving the 
WHO Regional Office for the Western Pacific; 

III. Action to improve information sources involving PHO and 
receiving countries; 

IV. Action by receiving countries; 

V. Action on the monitoring and evaluation of the programme. 
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3. PROPOSALS FOR FUTURE ACTION 
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A plan has been drawn up for ~plementation of the recommendations 
of the Conference. The main activities and, when appropriate, the 
targets for implementing selected recommendations are indicated below. 
Only abstracts of the recommendations are given. 

3.1 Recommendation: that a review be carried out to see.whether 
relating fellowships to specific country projects 
increases the benefit of the fellowship programme 

Activities 

Target 

(1) analyze the fellowships under programmes 
and projects provided to each country in the 
las t two years; 

(2) The information will be given to governments 
and discussions held at country level. with 
the WHO Programme Coordinators. to ascertain 
the best methods to increase the proportion 
of fellowships related to programmes and 
projects under which other forms of cooperation 
are pursued. 

WHO will collaborate with at least eight countries 
or areas to carry out such studies before the end 
of 1980. 

3.2 Recommendation: that countries prepare a detailed description of 
each fellowship requested in advance of the 
selection process 

Activities 

Target 

(1) prepare and di.stribute' a standard form and 
guidelines; 

(2) WHO Programme Coordinators wil t col Laborat(· 
with national authorities in completing the 
forms in the year prior to implementation 
of the fellowship. 

At least half the fellowships requested for 1981 
to be planned in this way. 

3.3 Recommendation: that fellowships be awarded to the supervisors 
of WHO fellows in receiving countries 

Activities (1) an endeavour to be made to obtain further 
extrabudgetary resources for allocation 
to the intercountry cooperation with training 
institutions project which is financed from 
the WHO Voluntary Fund for Health Promotion 
and which. up to the present, has been used 
for certain national staff. 
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Target 

(2) invite governments to nominate candidates; 

('3) evaluate the activity in 1981. 

At least seven countries will have participated 
in this activity by the end of 1980. 

3.4 Recommendation: that meetings of groups of national fellowship 
officers be supported 

Activities (1) organize such a meeting as an intercountry 
activity as early as possible after 1980; 

(2) progress in the implementation of other 
recommendations made at the Conference 
will be monitored at the meeting; 

" 

(3) taking into consideration the results of ~ 
the first meeting, others will be planned. 

3.5 Recommendation: that governments be provided with regular slx
monthly reports on the status of implementation 
of their fel.lowship requests, including plans 
for the following year 

Activities (1) the first reports to be sent in October 1979; 

(2) continue to send reports in March and 
October of each year so that national 
authorities can discuss them with the WHO 
Programme Coordinators before they meet 
in Manila in April and November. 

3.6 Recommendation: that governments .1ppoint, when approprillte, a 
fellowship officer with an administrative 
affi 1 iation. suitable to each country 

~ctivity 

Target 

identify existing structures in major receiving 
countries and propose, at government request, 
any administrative and technical improvements 
required. 

By the end of 1981, the eight major receiVIng 
countries of the Western Pacific Region will 
have improved (if necessary) the coordination 
of administrative arrangements for fellows 
studying in their countries. 

3.7 Recommendation: that <111 receiving governments prepare detailed 
standard information notes for fellows studying 
in, or visiting, their country 
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Activities 

Target 
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(1) prepare a minimum list of contents to be 
included in the notes; 

(2) collect the information, edit it if required 
and distribute it to fellows. 

By the end of 1980, such information notes will 
have been prepared or revised foraH major 
countries of the Region. 

3.8 Recommendation: that WHO should (a) prepare a dis~usslon paper 
outlining the type of operational statistics that 
could be produced for the fellowship programme; 
and (b) seek conments on their potential value 

Activities 

Targets 

(l) prepare such a paper, in consultation with 
other Regional Offices, for later coordination 
and global use,. taking into consideration the 
possibility of using computer facilities; 

(2) obtain the views of governments; 

(3) produce the required statistics for a trial 
period of one year; 

(4) evaluate the usefulness of the statistics. 

Activity 1: 
Activity 2: 
Activity 3: 

to be completed in January 1980. 
to be completed in March 1980. 
to be completed in June 1981. 

3.9 Recommendation: that a nlc'1n1HlI speclfying guide} Lhes for continuing 
evaluation of the fellowship programme be prepared 

Activity prepare a simple manual ready for distribution 
in January 1981. 


