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1. INTRODUCTION 

The common "profile" format developed under the .information 
systems programme is now used to describe all WHO programmes. 
The "profile" of the global research promotion and development 
programme reveals the increasing involvement of the Western 
Pacific Region in biomedical and health services research 
activities. It is envisaged that, as such activities expand, 
research components will be specified within WHO's individual 
programmes of cooperation with Member States as they are 
progressively reformulated. 

The Regional Committee, at the twenty-sixth session, endorsed 
the creation of a regional Advisory Committee on Medical Research 
(WPACMR) and a post in the Regional Office for a medical officer 
to coordinate research activities. l The third session of the 
WPACMR took place in April 1978 at the Institute for Medical 
Research, Kuala Lumpur, which, on the recommendation of the 
Regional Committee at the twenty-seventh session, was designated 
a WHO regional centre for research and training in tropical 
diseases and nutrition. 2 This was the first session of the WPACHR 
to be held outside Manila and the first to be attended by the WHO 
medical officer responsible for research activities who was 
assigned in August 1977. 

lSee resolution WPR/RC26.R10, Handbook of Resolutions and 
Decisions of the WHO Regional Committee for the Western Pacific, 
Volume I, 1976, pages 33-34. 

2see resolution WPR/RC27.R9, Handbook of Resolutions and 
Decisions of the WHO Regional Committee for the Western Pacific, 
Volume II, 1978, pages 7-8. 
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At the third sessi.on, the WPACMR reviewed progress in 
implementing the research activities it had recommended at the 
second session, which had been endorsed by thE' ReAional Committee. l 
Briefly, all the activities recommended for 1977 were implemented, 
thanks to a generous donation of US$180 700 received expressly for 
research from the Japan Shipbuilding Industry Foundation. Those 
recommended for 1978 are being implemented, utilizing the additional. 
allocation of US$327 400 noted by the Regional Committee at its 
twen ty-eighth session. 2 

In endorsing the recommendations made by the WPACHR at the 
second session, the twenty-eighth session of the Regional Committee 
requested the Regional Director 

"to report to the Regional Committee at its 
next session on the progress made". 

It also authorized the Regional Director 

" ••• should voluntary funds be forthcoming, 
to allocate them to research activities as 
he considers appropriate after obtaining 
the concurrence of the Regional Advisory 
Committee on Medical Research, reporting 
on their use to the subsequent session of 
the Regional Committee".l 

2. UTILIZATION OF VOLUNTARY FUNDS 

The funds provided in 1977 by the Japan Shipbuilding Industry 
Foundation were allocated under three headings: 

dengue haemorrhagic fever; 

schistosomiasis; 

medical research and development. 

The first ever Contractual Technical Services Agreement for 
research prepared by the Regional Office was signed by the Dean, 
College of Medicine, University of the Philippines in February 1978, 
on behalf of a multidisciplinary group engaged in studying the 
epidemiological, virological, entomological and clinical aspects of 
dengue haemorrhagic fever. The amount awarded was US$4l 200. 

I 
See resolution WPR/RC28.Rl5, Handbook of Resolutions and 

Decisions of the WHO Regional Committee for the Western Pacific, 
Volume II, 1978, pages 8-9. 

2See document WPR/RC28/2, page 6 and resolution WPR/RC28.R7, 
Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions of the WHO Regional Committee 
for the Western Pacific, Volume II, 1978, pages 34-35. 

-



WPR/RC29/ll 
page 3 

A start was made on a multidisciplinary research programme in 
schistosomiasis with the award of research grants amounting to 
US$47 520. The research activities, being carried out in the 
Province of Leyte, Philippines, consist of: 

(1) investigating in depth the life habits of people living 
in areas afflicted with schistosomiasis; 

(2) examining the animal reservoir of the parasite which 
causes the disease; and 

(3) exploring new and inexpensive snail-killing agents derived 
from plants (native molluscicides). 

Research training grants were awarded, from the same source of 
funds, chiefly for short-term training. The first ever by the 
Regional Office was given in January 1978 to Dr A. Lingao, 
University of the Philippines, to learn immunological methods in 
the study of hepatitis at the recently designated WHO Collaborating 
Centre for Reference and Research on Viral Hepatitis, Tokyo. Other 
short-term awards were made to a Philippine research worker to study 
clinical aspects of dengue haemorrhagic fever in Bangkok, and to 
Australian and Japanese research workers to learn, also in Bangkok, 
the newly developed technique of in vitro cultivation of malaria 
parasites. One long-term grant, for the study of health services 
research methodology in the United States of America, was awarded 
to a research worker from the Republic of Korea, since that country 
has been proposed as a site for a WHO collaborating centre on 
health services research. 

Two working groups planned research programmes in schistosomiasis 
(Manila,6 to 9 December 1977) and filariasis (Apia, 1 to 4 May 1978). 

Finally, a consultant made proposals for giving research workers 
in developing countries improved access to biomedical and health 
services research information and another assisted in establishing 
the multidisciplinary research programme in schistosomiasis. 

3. UTILIZATION OF REGULAR BUDGET FUNDS IN 1978 

Half the increased regular budget provision for 1978 i. to 
support the WHO Regional Centre for Research and Training in 
Tropical Diseases and Nutrition in Kuala Lumpur. The first staff 
member, a statistician, has been selected and candidates for the 
posts of senior epidemiologist and nutritionist are under 
consideration. 

A research grant amounting to US$20 000 was awarded to the 
Institute of Medical Research, Papua New Guinea to assess the 
continuing efficacy of c. welchii toxoid vaccine against 
necrotising enteritis (pig-bel). 
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The total amount of US$34 000 allocated for research training 
has been utilized. A short-term award was made to a research 
worker from Malaysia to study techniques for the rapid diagnosis 
of viral infections and a longer term award, also to a research 
worker from Malaysia, has been approved for microbiological studies 
in leprosy and dengue haemorrhagic fever. Similar awards were 
granted to Philippine research workers to train at the WHO 
Collaborating Centre for Venereal Disease Serology and Bacteriology, 
Singapore and to study standardized instruments in mental health 
research in Cali, Colombia. 

Regular budget funds are also being used to build up a cadre 
of research workers with epidemiological skills for health services 
and cardiovascular diseases research. Courses will be held for the 
former from 14 to 18 August 1978 in Manila and for the latter from 
4 to 20 October 1978 in Wellington, New Zealand. 

Other WPACMR recommendations implemented in 1978 relate to 
WHO's programmes of technical cooperation with Member States and 
include efforts to promote an interdisciplinary, multicountry 
programme of research in diarrhoeal diseases and the formulation, 
with consultant assistance, of an ambitious programme for halving 
premature mortality and morbidity from acute respiratory infections 
by the year 2000. 

In short, the "starting" funds received from the Japan 
Shipbuilding Industry Foundation in 1977 through the Voluntary 
Fund for Health Promotion and the increased provisions from the 
regular budget in 1978 have made available sufficient resources to 
launch the substantial research programme recommended for 
implementation to the Regional Director by the WPACMR. 

At the third session, the WPACMR was informed that the budget 
for research in 1980-81 was envisaged to reach a level of some 
US$l.2 million for the biennium. To quote from the report of the 
session: "The Committee lent its full support to the Regional 
Director in securing these substantial provisions for research in 
the regular budget". It was also pointed out that the provision 
of such substantial funds, together with the expected flow of funds 
from the WHO Special Programmes, especially the Special Programme 
for Research and Training in Tropical Diseases, and from extra
budgetary sources, would make increasing demands on the resources 
of the Regional Office. It was suggested to the Regional Director 
that the Office of Research Promotion be strengthened so that funds 
could be fully and effectively programmed. 

In partial implementation of the last mentioned recommendation, 
funds have been secured from the Special Programme for Research and 
Training in Tropical Diseases to establish a post of epidemiologist 
in the Regional Office for tropical diseases research. 

.. 
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At the third session, the WPACMR proposed that foundations for 
research in the Region be built up through the strengthening of 
existing institutions, of which the Wellcome Virus Laboratory in 
Fiji is one. A specific recommendation was that a substantial 
grant be made to the Institute of Medical Research, Papua New 
Guinea, to establish a pneumonia research unit. 

Other activities recommended for implementation include: 

seeking further financial resources for research in 
filariasis, including support for the Institute for 
Medical Research, Kuala Lumpur, to expand its efforts 
in that area; 

supporting research in clonorchiasis and paragonimiasis; 

organizing a regional symposium on parasite immunology; 

training research workers in the epidemiology of both 
noncommunicable and communicable diseases; 

supporting health services research by establishing a 
panel of experts; 

convening a working group, the members of which would be 
librarians of the larger libraries in the Region, with 
the objective of improving the supply of literature to 
research workers in developing countries; 

mounting a training course in research management for 
national and WHO staff; 

convening a meeting of directors of national medical 
research councils; 

establishing mechanisms to ensure that medical research 
is conducted according to ethical principles; 

continuing collaboration in research activities between 
the WHO Western Pacific and South-East Asian Regions. 


