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EOLIOMYELlTIS 

The Regional Committee at its fifteenth session adopted resolution 
WP/RC15.R6 Which contained the following recommendations: 

"(1) that the Organization should encourage and assist with 
studies of the problem of poliomyelitis and its control in 
the affected countries; 

(2) that the Organization should study the question of the 
supply of vaccines in collaboration with UNICEF." 

2 WHO ACTIVITIES 

2.1 Discussion 

The epidemiology of poliomyelitis in the Region and present-day 
measures available for effective control were considered during the 
seminar on communicable disease control, Which 'WIlS held in Manila, 19-30 
November 1964. Twenty-eight participants from eighteen countries and 
territories in the Region had the opportunity of participating in the 
discussions. 

During February and March 1965, the Chief Medical Officer, Virus 
Diseases, rmo Headquarters, visited Australia, Hong Kong, Japan, 
Philippines and Singapore, where he discussed poliomyelitis and other 
virus infections, the work of the national virus laboratories and of 
the WHO regional reference laboratories. The regional office staff 
reviewed with him in Manila the approach to poliomyelitis control in 
the Region, based on the epidemiological situation and also the currently 
important question of the supplies of poliovaccine. 
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The technical statt ot the Regional Office have also had the 
opportunity to discuss the matter with health personnel from China (Tahan), 
Korea, Japan, Philippines, Viet-Nam and Western Samoa. In the Fhilippines, 
the planning, organization and execution of a poliomyelitis control 
programme were discussed with the help ot the Director of the WHO Begional 
Enterovirus Beference Laboratory, Singapore. 

2.2 Laboratory seryices 

The lack of adequate virus diagnostic laboratory facilities in many 
areas hinders the study of the prevalent virus infections, including 
poliomyeli tis. WHO has provided assistance to the Fhilippines in connec
tion with the establishment of a virology centre, for which UNICEF has 
provided equipment and supplies. This centre has engaged in sera and 
stool studies for poliomyelitis. In Western Samoa, the Organization has 
agreed that the inter-country treponelll8toses team should 18rtici18te in 
a serologic suryey for poliomyelitis in the course of its routine work. 
In 1966, it is planned that a consultant virologist will visit selected 
countries to observe and advise on the deyelopment of virus laboratory 
services. It is hoped that this will contribute to the more effective 
study in the future of the virus infections, including poliomyelitis. 

2.3 Poliovaccine supplies 

The Regional Office drew the attention of WHO Headquarters to the 
interest expressed by countries and territories in the Begion in embarking 
on program':[as to control poliomyelitis, as well as the difficulties posed 
by the gen'~Tal lind tation of resources for procuring the required vaccine. 
It strongly recommended that the topic of poliomyelitis vaccination 
should be included in the agenda for the meeting of the UNICEF-WHO Joint 
Committee on He~,:.'.~h Policy, which was held in Geneva, 8-10 February 1965. 

At the meeting, the present trends in the incidence of pcliomyelitis 
were discussed and the great successes already obtained by vaccination in 
many cou.ltries were noted. It was pointed out that from 18st experience 
of the changes which. occur in the epidemiolog:Lca,lbehaViour of .the disease 
as environmental conditions improve; extensive outbreaks might occur in 
the future in .·~ome countries. It. was .also indicated, that in view of the 
high cost of ·produc:i."ngand testing small amounts of "live vaccine, there' 
would be advantages if, where appropriate, countries would develop 
production on a regional instead of a national basis. 

The Committee recommended that UNICEF, although not normally providing 
assistance to .campaigns against poliomyelitis, might do so' under the 
following c.ondi tions : 

(i) there is evidence that the incidence of the diaease had 
increase.d greatly or was likely to do so in the near future, 

(ii) the governmeni concerned gives high priority to vaccination 
of the susceptibles (which in most cases would be young children), 
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(iii) that the country has adequate medical services for this 
purpose, except in emergencies. 

The UNICEF Executive Board at its meeting in June 1965 agreed to 
accept these recommendations . 


