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SELECTION OF TOPIC FOR THE TECHNICAL 
DISCUSSIONS DURING THE TWENTY-THIRD SESSION 

OF THE REGIONAL COMMITTEE 

The Executive Board at its eighth session adopted a resolution 

inviting the regional committees to consider the advisability of holding 

technical discussions on matters of regional interest.
l 

This suggestion 

was supported by the Committee2 and since 1952 technical discussions 

have taken place at each session. 

Attached is a list of the subjects which have been selected during 

past years. As far as the topic for the technical discussion in 1972 is 

concerned, the Committee may wish to consider the following suggestions 

of the Secretariat. 

1 ENVIRONMENTAL POLLUTION PROBLEMS AND 
APPROACH TO THEIR CONTROL IN THE 

WESTERN PACIFIC REGION 

Population growth, urbanization, industrialization, rising demands 

for manufactured products, the widespread use of insecticides and pesticides 

are causing increasing pollution of the environment. Although technological 

means exist to contain pollution within permissible limits believed not to 

/be harmful to ••• 

1Resolution EB8.R24, Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 
11th ed., 269. 

2Reso1ution WP/RC3.R14, WPR Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 
1969, 6th ed., section 5.5.1, page 19. 
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be harmful to health, the application of control measures lags consider

ably behind. This is due to several handicaps, among which can be listed: 

insufficient funds, fragmentation of responsibility and ineffective 

liaison between the government agencies concerned, absence of a comprehensive 

plan to deal with the situation, and insufficient interest and co-ordinated 

efforts on the part of the offenders and of the populations affected. 

The risk is that pollution tends to build up to levels beyond 

which the process of degradation becomes almost irreversible. Even 

countries where the danger signs are not yet apparent should not be 

lulled into a false state of security, because urbanization and 

concentration are part of modern living and there are no good measures 

or valid reasons to prevent them. 

In 1970 a position paper on environmental pollution (document 

WPR/RC2l/8) was submitted to the twenty-first session of the Regional 

Committee, which adopted resolution WPR/RC2l.R12 on 7 September 1970, 

authorizing the Regional Director to initiate programme activities on 

this subject. A WHO consultant team was established in 1971 to review 

~e situation in the Region and to provide guidelines for the formulation 

of a long-term regional programme on environmental pollution control. 

It is believed that technical discussions on this subject will 

promote effective co-ordination between regional and national activities 

and bring into sharper focus the role that the health agencies should 

play in the formulation, administration, and evaluation of environmental 

pollution control programmes. 

2 THE ROLE OF NATIONAL HEALTH SERVICES 
IN FAMILY PLANNING 

A fairly wide range of country experiences on the administration 

and operation of family planning programmes is by now available. In 

practically all cases the national health services have been involved, 

although to a varying extent and with different terms of reference. 

IThe outcome of ••• 
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The outcome of such different forms of participation has been 

varied both as regards the efficiency of the family planning programme 

per ~ and the impact on other activities of the health departments. 

Technical discussions on the role of national health services 

in family planning would be valuable and timely. They would serve to 

define the range of family planning activities that the health departments 

can undertake in order to provide a technically sound family planning 

service without affecting adversely other health activities. Ways 

could be sought for turning the sizable national and external support 

to such programmes into an asset for the development of the general 

health services as a whole. 

3 THE EPIDEMIOLOGY AND PREVENTION 
OF ACCIDENTS 

This subject was discussed during the twentieth session of the 

Regional Committee (document WPR/Rc2o/7), and a resolution was adopted 

on 29 September 1969 suggesting that the topic might be considered 

during a future meeting of the Regional Committee (resolution WPR/Rc20.R8). 

Accidents and their prevention remain a problem of great importance. 

In fact, human losses related to them are on the increase. There is no 

need to summarize again their various aspects and the responsibility of 

health departments in their study and prevention. An important point. 

however, which is re-emphasized, is that they should be discussed 

globally and not in a sectoral fashion. There are various reasons for 

this. Some types of accidents may appear more important than others 

because they are more obvious to the eyes of the public. Mortality is 

very important. but sometimes morbidity is socially more damaging (and 

a high mortality rate for a given type of accident does not necessarily 

entail as high a morbidity). A type of accident which is very frequent 

lin a country ••• 
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in a country may be less so in another. The prevention of some types 

of accidents can be better done by bodies other than health departments. 

Decisions on sectoral priorities for prevention are necessary, but 

should follow a survey of the general problem. 

4 THE ROLE OF THE HOSPITAL IN THE COMMUNITY 

In many developing countries the hospital takes up a major share 

of the national budget for health. In many situations, qospitals, 

particularly in the developing countries, continue their traditional 

role of rendering only medical care under a management t~at is usually 

autonomous and self-contained. 

Experience accumulating in other areas indicates that the hospital 

could in fact exercise a broader and more dynamic role in the furtherance 

of community health. Certain requisites must however be met to enable 

it to play this larger role: it must adopt the regionalization concept 

of hospital services and thereby develop closer functional relationships 

with other hospitals in the country; management-wise, it should operate 

on the principle of delivering services not only effectively but also 

economically; it should develop a sensitivity for recognizing and 

responding to the felt needs of the community for medical care. Above 

all, the hospital should develop a close functional and operational 

relationship with the general health service of the community so that 

jointly and co-operatively they can respond better to and enhance their 

individual capacities for delivering health care services to the population, 

e.g., through referrals, follow-up visits in the home, rational distribution 

of health care services to individuals as well as to the population at 

large. 

With a community health orientation and under better management, 

the hospital will find that its facilities are used better as a result 

of increased and selective patient intake and turnover, that it has 

greater opportunities for extending community and individual health 

!education, technical •.• 
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education, technical training of personnel, and for sharing its special 

services (laboratory and clinic) with other units and the medical and 

allied professions. The hospital will also find itself more involved 

in the development of the community health programme. 

The advantages accruing to the hospital will be considerable. 

Apart from the spirit of goodwill and co-operation engendered, public 

interest and support of the hospital will be stimulated. This will 

facilitate funding for the improvement of its services and enable it 

to develop other schemes which can contribute to better health care, 

such as the inclusion of health insurance in the social security system. 

A technical discussion on the role of the hospital in the community 

can highlight the experiences gain~d in areas where the hospital has a 

community health orientation and where the implications of modern trends 

in hospital management may be reviewed. The discussion could then 

direct its attention to feasible means of applying these experiences 

and trends in the hospital systems and setting of the countries in the 

Western Pacific Region. 
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TECHNICAL DISCUSSION TOPICS 
1952-1971 

Year and session 

1957 (eighth session) 

1963 (fourteenth session) 

1969 (twentieth session) 

1961 (twelfth session) 

1962 (thirteenth session) 

1966 (seventeenth session) 

1952 (third session) 

1965 (sixteenth session) 

Subject 

COMMUNICABLE DISEASES 

Leprosy control 

The role of the local health services 

in leprosy control 

The planning and organization of a 

national epidemiological service 

DENTAL HEALTH 

Dental health 

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH 

The role of the health services in the 

improvement of community water supplies 

The role of the health department in 

environmental health services 

EDUCATION AND TRAINING 

The education and training of medical 

and public health personnel 

HEALTH EDUCATION 

The u;e of health education services 

in national health programmes 

/MALARIA ••• 
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Year and session 

1958 (ninth session) 

1955 (sixth session) 

1956 (seventh session) 

1967 (eighteenth session) 

1953 (fourth session) 

1954 (fifth session) 

1960 (eleventh session) 

1968 (nineteenth session) 

1971 (twenty-second session) 

Subject 

MALARIA 

Malaria control and eradication 

MATERNAL AND CHILD HEALTH 

Domiciliary midwifery as an approach 

to the people in the development of 

rural health services 

Approach to and management of the 

pre-school child (from one to six) 

The integration of maternal and child 

health and family planning activities 

in the general health services 

PUBLIC HEALTH ADMINISTRATION 

Health planning 

Public health administration with 

particular reference to the 

organization of health departments 

The organization and administration 

of rural health services 

Health planning as an administrative tool 

Health manpower in developing countries: 

Problems and needs (deferred from twenty

first session) 

/TUBERCULOSIS ••• 
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Year and session 

1959 (tenth session) 

1964 (fifteenth session) 

TUBERCULOSIS 
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Subject 

The control of tuberculosis 

VITAL AND HEALTH STATISTICS 

The use of statistics in public 

health administration 


