
WORLD HEAL TH 
ORGANIZATION 

ORGANISATION MONDIALE 
DE LA SANTE 

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR THE WESTERN PACIFIC 
BUREAU REGIONAL DU PACIFIQUE OCCIDENTAL 

REGIONAL COMMITTEE 

Fiftieth session 
Macao 
13-17 September 1999 

Provisional agenda item 11 

WPRlRC50INGO/1 

15 September 1999 

ORIGINAL: ENGLISH 

STATEMENT BY MS SUSIE LIM, 

REPRESENTATIVE, SOROPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL 

Soroptimist International recognizes HIV/AIDS to be a global epidemic threatening human 

survival, human rights and human development and is committed to playing its full part, as a 

nongovernmental organization, in response to this. 

Soroptimist International has particular concern for the vulnerability of women to this 

disease, and recognizes too that the epidemic especially threatens the welfare of children everywhere, 

but particularly in developing countries, by both killing children and creating orphans. As well as 

being infected, women are also the major carers for infected persons and in this respect Soroptimist 

International is especially concerned for women, children, the elderly and for members of the 

extended family. 

Acknowledging that many factors are involved in the spread of this disease - social, 

economic, political, cultural, religious, climatic and environmental, migration, commerce and tourism 

- Soroptimist International asks its members to continue to: 

• raise public awareness and disseminate information; 

• work to change attitudes and defend the human rights of patients; 

• encourage global thinking and cooperation; 

• lobby governments and international agencies for more resources and research; 

• raise the status of women to ensure their participation in prevention and control. 
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Soroptimist International urges governments and all other appropriate bodies to: 

• act speedily by providing effective prevention programmes targeted at young people, with 

particular regard to the transmission ofHN by sexual contact and by parental drug use; 

• provide care to HN -infected patients within the context of local conditions, ensuring equal 

standards and dignity to those available to patients suffering from other serious medical 

conditions; 

• demand and resource major efforts In research and treatment development that include 

women; 

• give particular attention to the treatment of pregnant women and to the newly-born children 

of HN -positive mothers, to prevent mother-to-child transmission of this disease; 

• provide adequate resources to support both HN and AIDS victims and their carers. 

Soroptimist International will network with governments, nongovernmental, voluntary and all 

other appropriate bodies, including the United Nations and the World Health Organization, to 

encourage complete interagency collaboration and cooperation, in recognition that only a global 

programme can be truly effective in combating this pandemic. 
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