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Dear Dr Omi and all the colleagues in the WHO-Western Pacific Region 

I represent the International Paediatric Association (IP A), an organization of National 

Paediatric Societies, International Paediatrics Specialty Societies, the Association of International 

Paediatric Chairmen, and the World Federation of Paediatric Surgeons. All told, we speak for 

some 500 000 paediatricians from more than 140 countries in Africa, Asia, Central Asia, Europe, 

the Middle East, and the Americas. We are doctors who are trained in child health and have 

dedicated our careers to the care of children. We are citizens of many countries, and we work in 

many different sectors: private, university, government, NGO, and United Nations and other 

agencies. We represent a vital global infrastructure in child health, and we are intent on bringing 

the strengths of our profession to global child health issues in collaboration with WHO, 

UNICEF, World Bank, and other major organizations. Our Mission and Visions are clearly 

stated at the "New York Call to Action from the Paediatricians of the World" presented at the 

Special Session on Children, United Nations General Assembly on 10th May 2002. Between 

2001 and 2004, six key programme areas have been targeted by IPA including Child Health in 

Sub-Saharan Africa, Childhood Tuberculosis, Children's Environmental Health, Child Health in 

Humanitarian Emergency, Essential Medicines for Children, and Universal Immunization. Other 

areas of interest include HlV/AIDS, Newborn survival, childhood obesity, accident and injury 

prevention, and quality of care. The IP A also stands ready to provide expert consultation and 

assistance in all areas of child health in all countries of the world. 

We welcome the new concepts and projects initiated by your Director-General, Dr J.W. 

Lee, on child health and appreciate his kind concern on the welfare of our children. We 
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We welcome the new concepts and projects initiated by your Director-General, Dr J.W. 

Lee, on child health and appreciate his kind concern on the welfare of our children. We 

acknowledge Dr Shigeru Omi, Regional Director of the WHO Regional Committee for Western 

Pacific and his excellent staff for the excellent achievements attained during his office. 

We paediatricians know that to be healthy, children need healthy bodies, healthy minds, 

and healthy environments. Our focus must be not only on the physical health of children, but 

also on their psychosocial and environmental health. We must care for the whole child from 

conception to maturation. We of the IPA thus welcome the WHO agenda on "Early Child 

Development" which calls for a systematic approach for achieving the goal of improved child 

health through initiatives and improvements in existing maternal and child health programmes, 

an important move which will strengthen collaborations and partnerships between WHO and 

other organizations concerned with child health. 

Ladies and gentlemen we paediatricians would like to make two points: 

First: We must emphasize the shame that more than 10 millions of preventable child 

deaths continue to occur each year, and the sad fact that untold millions of children in our world 

today continue to suffer a miserable burden of illness from diseases which are either preventable 

or readily treatable. This is simply intolerable. The world community must insist on and must 

support progress in child health. This is our collective responsibility as adults and as leaders. 

Second: The comprehensive strategy outlined by Child Survival provides a broad and 

important agenda for WHO. In addition, we ask that all programmes within WHO give due 

attention to the unique concerns of child health within their programmatic areas. We at IPA 

already established a "Child Survival Committee" as one of our programme areas ready to work 

jointly with your child health care partners including WHO, UNICEF, World Bank and others for 

optimal management of child health with consequent improvement of the quality of their 

survival. We paediatricians strongly believe that children are not just small adults; they have 

different issues and different needs. Childhood represents an important population group, 

comprising 40-50% of the population of the developing world. Malaria, HN I AIDS, 

tuberculosis, emergency relief, essential drugs, the Global Fund and so forth. Do such important 
• 

programmes give appropriate attention to affected children within these programme areas? Is 

allocation of funds for the health needs of children within various WHO programmatic areas 

appropriate? We of the IP A respectfully urge that the needs of children be duly considered and 

appropriately included and supported within all WHO programmatic areas. 
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Child health must never be considered optional; it is basic right of every child. And 

child health is of vital importance, not only to children but to all of us. If we want a healthy 

world, we adults must take good care of our children. This is one of the soundest investments 

that society and governments can make. Together we must pay close attention to commitment 

and allocation of resources to further the causes of child health. We all agree that Children are 

our Future! However, more importantly, they are our Present because, without Present, how can 

we have Future? It is thus imperative that whoever is dedicated to child health should act now, 

Today, and not to wait for Tomorrow! 

Again, we of the International Paediatric Association congratulate Child Survival for this 

excellent strategy. We of the world paediatric community support this strategy, and we look 

forward to continuing collaborations and partnership with you of WHO in the vital interests of 

global child health. We at IP A strongly believe that with our joint efforts we should strive to 

achieve "Healthy Children for a Healthy World". 

Thank you for your attention. 


