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1. Introduction of the OIE 

The World Organisation for Animal health (OIE) has worked with its ember countries to secure 

transparency in the global animal disease situation and collection, analysis and dissemination of 

veterinary scientific information, the strengthening of international coordination and cooperation in 

the control of animal diseases, promotion of the safety of world trade by developing sanitary 

standards for international trade in animals and animal products, improvement of the legal framework 

and resources of Veterinary Services, and additionally animal welfare and animal production food 

safety as new mandates. 

2. Activities of international organisations against Avian Influenza 

Whenever humans and animals faced common hazards threatening their lives and health, three 

organisations, OlE, WHO and FAO, always banded together and held joint meetings, for example: 

- FAOIOIEIWHO Technical Consultation on the Control of Avian Influenza, Rome, Italy, 

February 2004; 

- WHO Training Course in consultation with OIE and F AO reference laboratories on Animal 

Influenza Surveillance and Diagnosis, Sapporo, Japan, August 2004; and 

- Joint OlEIFAO/WHO Emergency Meeting on Avian Influenza Control m Asia, Kuala 

Lumpur, Malaysia, July 2005. 
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3. GF-TADs 

The regional mechanism to control Avian Influenza and to secure food safety needs to be 

promoted with a group working spirit among international organisations, the member countries and 

other stakeholders. The OIE Regional Representation for Asia and the Pacific will work actively with 

the member countries and with the Regional Offices of WHO and F AO for animal disease and 

zoonoses control and food safety regionally. 

To assist the member countries in establishing control programmes against Avian Influenza and 

other specific animal diseases on a regional basis, the Global Framework for Progressive Control of 

Transboundary Animal Diseases (GF-TADs) programme was launched last year. The GF-TADs will 

be supported jointly by the OIE and the F AO through not only Central Bureaus but also Regional 

Representations by combining the strengths of both organisations and by complementing each other. 

WHO is also expected to cooperate for this programme. 

The OIE Regional Representation for Asia and the Pacific will serve as the Permanent 

Secretariat of the GF-TADs ReglOnal Steering Committee. 

The First Meeting of the GF-TADs Regional Steering Committee for Asia and the Pacific was 

hosted by the OIE Regional Representation based in Tokyo, Japan in last March. The Tokyo Meeting 

was attended by the Chief Veterinary Officers from national governments of the Member Countries, 

representatives from International, regional and donor organizations, including WHO HQ, WHO 

Regional Office, FAO, WB, ASEAN, Jica ETC. 

During the Tokyo Meeting, Avian Influenza is adopted as one of the priority trans-boundary 

animal diseases by both in South-East Asian and South Asian Countries. 

4. Conclusion 

The OIE's goal, control and eradication of Avian Influenza, can only be achieved in 

collaboration with the related organizations, WHO, the F AO and others. 

OIE welcomes the world partnership against Avian Influenza as an important step in dealing 

with a potential human pandemic, while recalling the importance of controlling the disease at its 

animal source. 
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I hope that this session will prepare the hannonized regional cooperation mechanism as a step 

for the mutual purpose of all stakeholders and consumers, and as the process of planning to promote 

Avian Influenza control at a regional level for its future prospect in Western Pacific. 


