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Mr. Chairman, Your Excellencies and Distinguished Delegates: 

My name is Eric Tam from Hong Kong representing the International Federation of Medical 
Students' Associations (IFMSA). We also have Mr Tsutomu Shioda, Vice-President-elect ofIFMSA
Japan and Mr Nick Fancourt, President-elect of the New Zealand Medical Students' Association 
present here today. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Dr Omi for the continuous support from WHO for our 
activities and allowing medical students of this region to witness how health issues are dealt with at an 
international level. 

We, IFMSA are an alliance of medical students' organizations, representing over one million medical 
students in 102 countries. 

In collaboration with United Nations Agencies, NGOs, and universities, we operate 400 projects on 
local, national and international level aimed at improving global health outcomes. 

Our mission is to improve the health status and serve the community through: 

1. training and empowering medical students 

2. representing students in the field of health, and 

3. offering services to medical students, such as student exchange programme, which 
involves 8000 medical students every year. 

Through our activities, we create culturally sensitive, and public health-minded physicians of 
tomorrow and many of them become leaders in various fields, such as public health and international 
health. 

One of the projects we have been focusing on for the past two years in Think Global Initiative Project, 
which aims for students to have an understanding of the broad determinants of health and health care 
delivery. Think Global aims for all future health care professionals to have an understanding of 
global health. The project will work with students involved in the IFMSA and provide them with 
opportunities to learn about global health in the context of their clinical and extra-curricular activities. 

The aims of the projects are: 
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1. for students of health related subjects to develop the knowledge and skills necessary to 
work effectively in a global society 

2. to promote the importance of global health education and advocate for increased 
opportunities for students to learn about global health within their curricula. 

3. to enable students to organize events and activities for their peers to learn about global 
health education on a local and national level. 

4. to build a network of students interested in global health for all students to have access to 
information on global health issues and the education opportunities available to 
undergraduates. 

Within the Asia-Pacific region, we have an annual Regional Committee Meeting and other workshops 
about Global Health Issues. One of the most active projects in this region, Asian Collaboration 
Training on Infectious Disease, Outbreak, and Natural Disaster, acronymed ACTION enjoyed great 
success this March in Indonesia. We collaborated with vVHO and some UN agencies, and helped 
medical students to learn how they could prevent and solve serious consequences of disasters. It is 
our sincere hope that this kind of education will prevent serious outcomes of disasters in the future. 

We believe that IFMSA can reach out to a large number of medical students in this region, and we 
strive to recruit more and more new member associations to our network. We were pleased to have 
New Zealand, for example, join IFMSA earlier this year. We are experienced and instrumental in 
conducting student-led projects, involving medical students, non-medical students and youth in 
general. 

The WHO has significant infrastructure, knowledge and contacts through the Asia-Pacific region - we 
hope with your help and the assistance of individual Member States the IFMSA can work in 
partnership to improve the health of our region through the support of medical students and their 
national student organizations. 

Thank you for your attention. 


