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Chairman, Your Excellencies and Distinguished Delegates: 

Thank you for the opportunity to speak on behalf of the International Council of Nurses (leN), a 
federation of National Nurses Associations in 129 countries. ICD represents the world's millions of 
nurses and is committed to delivering cost-effective, quality care to individuals, families and 
co=unities. 

ICN strongly supports the WHO Regional Committee for the Western Pacific Regional Committee's 
efforts to strengthen health systems and to achieve the health-related Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs). 

ICN applauds the Regional Committee for its continued commitment to strengthening nursing as one 
way of strengthening health systems. The funding of Nursing Leadership progra=es in China, 
Mongolia, Papua New Guinea, Singapore and Vietnam is an example of the commitment of the region 
to advance nursing and health care. Thanks to this project, nurses in these five countries are being 
prepared for effective roles in strengthening health care systems. 

ICN also applauds the WPRO office for taking the lead in developing competencies in disaster 
nursing. ICN is pleased to be working with you on this important initiative. 

We believe nurses in WPRO are uniquely placed to be leaders in local, regional and national 
strategies to strengthen health systems and achieve the Millennium Development Goals. However, 
ICN therefore urges the WHO Regional Office, governments and others to continue to support 
nursing development and in particular to involve nurses in leadership and decision making at all levels 
of health care delivery. 

In conclusion, ICD affirms its co=itment to work with WHO and countries in strengthening health 
systems, particularly in meeting the Millennium Development Goals and WHO's priority health 
targets. This will require continued investment in nursing human resources within WHO as well as 
within countries. 

Thank you for your attention. 


