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Mr. Chairman, Your Excellencies and Distinguished Delegates: 

World Vision, an international nongovernmental organization, has a presence in nearly 100 countries, 
including in almost all the Member States of the Western Pacific Region of WHO. World Vision is 
privileged to have observer status at the World Health Assembly and in this 58 th Session. 

As a child-focused and community-based organization, World Vision aims to be a regional voice as it 
expands its large health programmes in the region - in tuberculosis, HlV, maternal, neonatal and child 
health and nutrition, urban health and cross-border programmes. World Vision is also involved in 
developing and scaling up community resilience models as part of its Pandemic Response Regional 
Plan. 

But World Vision is not alone in doing all this. It is forming consortia with other civil society 
partners to work alongside national and local governments and the UN agencies (including WHO and 
UNICEF) in advocacy, communications and social mobilization (ACSM). They aim to build the 
social capital of communities in health prevention and care at the family and community level. 

The strategic approach will assist in combating tuberculosis (including MDR-TB and XDR-TB), HIV 
and AIDS, and in accelerating the achievement of MDG-4 and MDG-5 in reducing child mortality by 
two-thirds and in reducing maternal mortality by three-fourths by 2015. 

In conclusion, World Vision, as part of civil society in the Western Pacific Region, requests WHO, 
Member States and donors to resource such civil society consortia and to leverage their synergistic 
and multiplier potential and impact. 

Thank you for your attention. 


